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single issue.

States

Suicide threat: Police detained a
Chinese man who, apparently dis-
traught over an immigration issue, ap-

proached a security booth outside U.N.
headquarters and threatened to kill him-
self with a knife he held to his throat.

The man went to a booth at 43rd Street
and First Avenue around noon Saturday.

A UN. security guard called emergency
services. New York police officers disarmed
the man and detained him, a spokesman for
the United Nations said. A U.N. translator
was summoned to communicate with the
man.

War on terrorism

Hassan awarded prize: The organizers of
an Irish peace prize are posthumously giv-
ing the award to Margaret Hassan, a re-
spected aid worker abducted and believed
murdered in Iraq.

Hassan was being honored with the Tip-
perary International Peace Prize after pay-
ing “the ultimate price for her dedication to
the poor and vulnerable in Iraq,” organizers
said late Saturday.

Irish-born Hassan, the Iraq director of
aid agency CARE, was kidnapped in Bagh-
dad in October. British officials say they be-
lieve she was killed, although no body has
been found.

World

Sudan peace deal: The European Union
offered $545 million Sunday to Sudan follow-
ing a peace agreement between the govern-
ment and southern rebels, ending a 14-year
freeze on development aid.

But it warned the release of the money
over the next three years depends on the ef-
fective implementation of Friday’s peace
deal and increased efforts to end a sepa-
rate conflict in Sudan’s western Darfur re-
gion.

Myanmar prison releases: More than
5,500 convicts were freed Sunday from sev-
eral labor camps on humanitarian grounds

yanmar’s
day, the ruling military junta said.

A brief announcement on state radio and
television news broadcasts said the 5,588 con-
victs were released “with the hope that those
people will continue to work in the interest of
the people and the country and to mark the
57th anniversary of Independence Day.”

Drug lord arrest: Police said Saturday
they have arrested one of Rio de Janeiro’s
most wanted drug lords.

Argentina nightclub fire: Relatives and friends of a victim of a Buenos Aires nightclub fire cry

during a ceremony beside a grave Saturday. As the death toll crept

her to 188, anguished

family members began burying victims of Thursday’s fire, which investigators believe may

have been sparked when someone in the crowd set off a flare that ignited the foam ceiling,
transforming the indoor rock concert into a death-trap. Several hundred people protested

outside the offices of Mayor Anibal Ibarra on Sunday, demanding tougher safety codes for
rock clubs and a full government accounting for the country’s worst fire in decades.

Eduino Eustaquio de Araujo Filho, who
goes by the nickname Dudu, was arrested
on charges of drug trafficking Friday night
in an apartment in the suburbs of Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, Police Chief Alvaro Lins
said.

The 33-year-old suspect had been moni-
tored closely since August, when undercov-
er police officers rented an apartment in
the same building where his girlfriend
lived.

Immigrant boat capsizes: A boat carrying
Somali and Iranian migrants trying illegally
to reach Greece capsized on Sunday, killing
the captain and one migrant, the Anatolia
news agency reported.

The Turkish Coast Guard rescued 12
other migrants in the Aegean Sea, off the
coast of Ayvalik in northwest Turkey, and
one migrant was missing, Anatolia report-

The migrants were trying to reach the
Greek island of Lesvos.

Haiti anniversary: Haiti’s leaders marked

the country’s 201st anniversary of indepen-
dence Saturday while protesters demanded
more help in this flood-ravaged city where
political tensions still linger almost a year
after _a revolt that ousted President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

In the northern city of Gonaives, where
the country’s declaration of independence
from slave-holding France was signed Jan.
1,1804, Interim President Boniface Alexan-
dre urged Haitians to help pave the way for
“free, honest, transparent and democratic
elections” this year.

Czech influence in EU: Former President
Vaclav Havel warned Sunday that if Czechs
fail to ratify the European Union constitu-
tion, they will lose their influence over the
process of European integration.

EU leaders signed the charter in October
in Rome, following 28 months of acrimoni-
ous debate between governments of the 25
member states. All EU member countries
must now ratify the constitution for it to
come into force.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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The party’s over

A tollgate is crowded with vehicles heading for Tokyo at Sango, near Tokyo, on Sunday. With the annual
New Year’s holiday season at an end, expressways around the metropolitan area were clogged with
motorists returning from their hometowns.

U.S. and Indian armies plan series
of joint exercises over two years

Stars and Stripes

The U.S. and Indian armies have planned a series
of joint exercises over the next two years, U.S. Army
Pacific officials announced this week.

The plan, officially signed Dec. 9 during a visit by
the 9th Executive Steering Group to U.S. Army Pa-
cific, includes continuation of the annual Exercise
‘Yudh Abayas that is held annually both in India and
the United States.

This year, the platoon-level exercise was held in
India and Hawaii. Next year, a portion of the exer-
cise will be held in Alaska and India. Security coop-
eration program activities also will be held on sub-

jects including aviation, medicine, logistics and oth-
ers, according to the release.

“Having a close working relationship with the In-
dian Army is vital to the stability of the Asia-Pacific
Theater,” Lt. Gen. John M. Brown I11, U.S. Army Pa-
cific commander, stated in a news release announc-
ing the joint exercises. “We have a very positive rela-
tionship with the Indian Army leadership and I'm

Off-hase residents
alerted to dangers
of carbon monoxide

Kerosene or natural gas heaters
could emit poisonous CO fumes

By JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan —
As indoor heaters crank up this
winter, base officials are remind-
ing residents to be mindful of the
dangers of carbon monoxide, an
odorless, colorless and tasteless
gas that can cause sudden illness
and death.

Base medical officials would
not say how many carbon monox-
ide cases they treat each winter,
but they said it’s a continuing
issue.

“A lot of individuals come in,
maybe a handful every winter”
‘with symptoms of carbon monox-
ide overexposure, t. Le-
slie Stapp, a 13th ngmer Squad—

ron flight surgeon who works at
the base hospital.

Stapp did say that several
‘months ago, 15 persons in a base
choir group reported to the emer-
gency room after accidentally in-
haling carbon monoxide fumes
while singing at an off-base
church. Two with more severe
symptoms were treated at a Japa-
nese military base. The church’s
heating ventilation system ap-
peared to be damaged, funneling
carbon monoxide gas back into
the building, Stapp said.

Created when fuel burns, car-
bon monoxide is the leading
cause of poisoning death, account-
ing for more than 500 unintention-
al and 1,700 suicide deaths in the
United States each year, accord-
ing to the Iowa Statewide Poison
Control Center.

ost who report to Misawa’s
emergency room with carbon
monoxide sickness live off base,
where most homes are heated
with kerosene or natural gas,
Stapp said

Symptoms include headache,
dizziness, weakness, nausea, vom-
iting, chest pain and confusion,
according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

“It can literally put you to sleep
without having too many symp-
toms,” Stapp said. “You can be-
come unconscious before you re-
alize what's happening. A lot of
people say they just feel like
they're getting drunker and
drunker. That’s why it’s so dan-
gerous.”

People who believe they've
been exposed to carbon monox-
ide should seek fresh air and med-
ical treatment immediately,
Stapp said. Hyperbaric oxygen
treatment is used in more severe
cases. Newsday.com reported in
a December 2004 online article
that treatment takes

about the
forts that we have worked together to develop.”
Each year the U.S. Army and the Indian Army use
joint exercises, exchanges of subject-matter experts
‘and seminars to promote mutual understanding and
hone their ability to work together.

place in a sealed chamber with
portholes. Patients breathe in
pressurized oxygen — the equiva-
lent of being 66 feet under water
— that dissolves carbon monox-
ide in the red blood cells.

Misawa’s base hospital has
what's referred to as a hyperbar-
ic module — it’s like a chamber
but smaller, Stapp said.

Patients also may be hooked to
an oxygen machine to alleviate
symptoms.

“Because people may be sensi-
tive to their medical treatment,
we just don’t discuss the num-
bers,” said Capt. Daniel Roberts,
chief of the Human Performance
Training Team, 35th Medical
Group, in explaining why hospi-
tal officials would not discuss
how many people they’ve treated
this winter and last for carbon
monoxide exposure.

But carbon monoxide sickness
“is a factor here,” he said. “It has
been a factor and will probably
continue to be a factor.”

Maj. Monte Harner, 35th Civil
Engineer Squadron operations
flight commander, said several
precautions can help keep homes
safe.

Americans’ off-base homes in
Misawa most commonly are heat-
ed by portable kerosene heaters
or natural gas- or kerosene-fu-
eled furnaces, he said.

With a pre-installed heating
unit that vents to the outside, resi-
dents should ensure snow or
other debris hasn’t blocked the
vents. “If it is blocked, carbon
monoxide will be forced back
into the house,” Harner said.

The landlord should be in-
volved in checking vents periodi-
cally, Harner said. “The standard
off-base lease states the landlord
is responsible for maintenance
and upkeep of the heaters. They
should schedule safety checks
and regular cleanings of the heat-
ers and propane gas ranges.”

Although some houses already
come with a carbon monoxide
alarm, usually installed next to
the stove, Harner said keeping at
least one tester near the sleeping
area is smart. awa’s base ex-
change sells combination carbon
monoxide and smoke detectors
for about $35.

Heaters in newly built homes
should shut off automatically if
carbon monoxide is detected, but
having a backup still is a good
idea, Harner said.

though no carbon monoxide
is produced when heat is turned
on in base housing — the system
runs on steam — base residents
need to be careful with portable
heaters using kerosene or others
combustible fossil fuels, Harner
said.

“Make sure you purchase one
that can be vented to the outside.
It should have a vent tube that
you can vent to a window,” he
said.

E ni van
svanj@pstripes.osd.mil
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Aid starts flowmg to hardest-hit

Fisherman found alive, but odds
of finding more survivors dwindle

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
An Indonesian fisherman trapped
under his boat in Asia’s tsunami
disaster was found alive but se-
verely dehydrated Sunday, even
as rescue workers conceded that
the thousands missing were prob-
ably dead a week after a thunder-
ous earthquake triggered killer
waves across the region. An esti-
‘mated 150,000 were killed.

The discovery of 24-year-old
Tengku Sofyan, who could barely
speak and was hospnahz,ed in seri-
ous condition in Banda Aceh on
Indonesia’s Sumatra island, came

as relief efforts accelerated
across the southern Asian destruc-
tion zone.

Rescue teams homed in on the
epicenter of the devastation in
Sumatra, where U.S. military heli-
copters flew in biscuits, energy
drinks and instant noodles to hun-
gry, homeless villagers. The oper-
ation was part of a global $2 bil-
lion effort announced ahead of an

donors’

ing survivors of the Dec. 26 catas-
trophe, which hit coasts from Ma-
laysia to Somalia, workers had
began saying on Sunday that
hopes of miraculous discoveries
were quickly dwindling. Despite
Sofyan’s discovery, the likelihood
of further rescues was growing
dim with time.

“There is very little chance of
finding survivors after seven
days,” said Lamsar Sipahutar, the
head of the search team in Indone-
sia, the hardest-hit nation with an
expected death toll of 100,000.
“We are about to stop the
search -and-rescue operations.

“If you survived the earth-
quake, you probably were killed
by tsunami.”

In India, which suffered more
than 9,000 deaths, officials insist-
ed there was still hope for survi-
vors, but the search was essential-
ly over in Tamil Nadu state, the
southern region that bore the
brunt of the country’s sea surge.
Veera Shanmuga Moni, a top ad-
ministrator of Tamil Nadws Na-

scheduled in the Indonesian capi-
tal, Jakarta, on Thursday.

The relief efforts drove deeper
into the sprawling disaster zone:
American pilots had some of the
first glimpses of wrecked Sumat-
ran coastal villages such as
Kuede Teunom, where thread-
bare survivors grabbed at bottles
of water dropped from helicop-
ters.

In Banda Aceh, witnesses said
Sofyan was at sea when the tsuna-
mi hit Dec. 26. His boat was
tossed onto the beach at Lampulo
and he was trapped for a week
and couldn’t eat or drink any-
thing, they said. Sofyan, the first
missing victim discovered alive
since Friday, was being given in-
travenous fluids.

“He’s in extremely fragile con-
dition, especially mentally,” said
Dr. Irwan Azwar, who treated the
man.

a week of digging
through rubble in hopes of find-

MEET THE PRESS/AP

Secretary of State Colin Powell
talks about his upcoming trip to
Asia during the taping of ‘Meet
The Press’ at the NBC studios in
Washington on Sunday.

district, said some
600 people on the missing list
would soon be declared dead.

The official tally of dead from
the catastrophe surpassed
123,000. But with tens of thou-
sands still missing and presumed
dead, U.N. officials said they ex-
pected the actual toll would ex-
ceed 150,000, although the exact
tally will probably never be
known. Five million people were
left homeless by the waves.

The scope of the relief effort —
like the disaster — was tremen-

Meulaboh,

Displaced people ask for rice from an aid distribution truck at Nagappat-
tinam, in the Southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, on Saturday.

one of Aceh’s

Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-

regions

100 Marines
from Hawaii
to deploy to
south Asia

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — More Ha-
waii military personnel are
being deployed to south Asia
to assist in the tsunami relief
effort.

About 100 Kaneohe-based
Marines and six helicopters
will leave “in the coming
days,” according to a Marine
Corps statement. The Marines
are from the Heavy Helicop-
ter Squadron 363 and the Avia-
tion Logistic Squadron 24,
both part of Marine Aircraft
Group 24.

The six Sea Stallion helicop-
ters will be flown to Asia on a
C-5 Galaxy cargo aircraft.

No date has been set for the
Marines’ return, the statement
said.

The Coast Guard also said a
C-130 airplane from Barbers
Point would leave Sunday
‘morning with emergency sup-
plies and Coast Guard person-
nel from Alameda, Calif., who
will help make assessments of
clean-up requirements and
long-term support.

The cargo was to include
food, water, and emergency
medical and shelter supplies,
the Coast Guard said.

dous.

The American military was
mounting its largest operation in
southern Asia since the Vietnam
War, delivering supplies from the
aircraft carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln stationed off Sumatra
and sending a flotilla of Marines
and water purifying equipment to
Sri Lanka.

Four Indonesian navy frigates
loaded with supplies arrived off
the coast of the fishing village of

worst-hit spots. About half the
town of 40,000 was destroyed. An
Associated Press reporter who
visited could see fewer than 100
residents searching for food
among destroyed homes along
the coast.

Health officials in the disaster
zone said no medical crisis has
yet emerged, although getting
clean water and sanitation to
hard-hit areas was an urgent pri-
ority to prevent outbreaks of dis-
ease.

watra visited Phuket on Sunday,
hoping to prop up a tourism indus-
try that is critical to the country’s
economy and pledging to set up a
tsunami early-warning system
that scientists say could have
saved many lives had it been in
place a week ago.

“Nice to meet you, enjoy your
stay,” Thaksin told tourists who
had returned to battered Patong
beach. “We’ll try and make your
stay happy.”

‘Two specialized teams com-
prised of military and civilian
specialists in the fields of mor-
tuary affairs and forensic sci-
ence left Hawaii Wednesday
night for Thailand. A Pearl
Harbor-based Navy Environ-
mental and Preventive Medi-
cine unit, including epndemlol—
ogists, entomologists and mi-
crobiologists, was to leave Sun-
day.

Powell defends U.S. response to catastrophe

Secretary of state travels to Southeast Asia to see what more Americans can do to help

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State Colin
Powell on Sunday reaffirmed the U.S. commit-
ment to tsunami relief efforts and defended
the Bush administration’s response to what he
called one of the world’s worst catastrophes
ever.

Powell, who was departing about midday
for a firsthand assessment of the situation in
South Asia, planned to meet with leaders in
the region to see what more the United States
can do.

This is “one of the most massive relief ef-
forts ever mounted in response to one of the
worst catastrophes the world has ever seen,”
Powell said on NBC's “Meet the Press.”

The secretary was quick to defend the ad-
ministration’s efforts against criticism from
U.N. officials and members of Congress who
said the United States was slow to respond
with financial aid.

&k [This is] one of the most
massive relief efforts
ever mounted in
response to one of the
worst catastrophes the
world has ever seen.¥?

Colin Powell

U.S. secretary of state
“It's been seven days and in seven days, we
have launched a carrier battle group. We
have launched an amphibious battle group.
We have contributed $350 million. We have as-
sessment teams all over. We have energized
the private sector. We have put together a

core group that has assisted these nations.
The nations involved are very pleased,” he

said.

In the first days after the massive earth-
quake and tsunami, the United States pledged
$35 million, which critics called meager con-
sidering the vast wealth of the nation.

President Bush decided Friday to increase
that aid to $350 million.

During his lnp to Asia, Powell said he will
focus on assessing the needs of the countries
hit by the tsunami.

One of the biggest problems, he said, was
delivering the aid to the most devastated
areas.

He also would look at what will be required
for reconstruction efforts and that the U.S.
contribution may go beyond the $350 million.

Powell was to visit Indonesia, site of the
largest loss of life, and Thailand. He also said
he hoped to make a stop in Sri Lanka.

The president’s brother, Florida Gov. Jeb
Bush, was among the U.S. officials and ex-
perts accompanying Powell on the trip.
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Indonesia rebels
claim military is

using disaster to
step up offensive

BY MICHAEL CASEY
The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Indo-
nesia’s military is using the re-
cent earthquake and tsunami as
an excuse to ratchet up its cam-
paign against separatist rebels
and is denying aid to anyone it
suspects of sympathizing with
their cause, a spokesman for the
Free Aceh Movement said Sun-
day.

Meanwhile, a prominent stu-
dent group in Aceh urged authori-
ties Sunday to lift a state of emer-
gency in the region and abandon
the military offensive against sep-
aratist rebels.

“The government of Indonesia
has to end the military approach
to resolve the conflict that creates
the suffering of the Acehnese,”
said a statement by SIRA, a stu-

poured troops into the region
since the disaster in an effort to
wipe out the rebels. He also said
rebel sympathizers in refugee
camps were harassed and tor-
tured.

“The reports we received is
that they are moving in more
troops under the guise of relief op-
erations,” Abdullah said.

“We know that they are trying
to track down GAM fighters in
the area,” he said. “We have
given strict orders to maintain a
cease-fire and hope that the Indo-
nesian military would respect
that cease-fire and refrain from
any military action.”

A military spokesman, Col.
Ahmad Yani Basuki, acknowl-
edged that operations against the
rebels were continuing and that
more troops have been sent to
Aceh. But he said the government
had two-thirds of all

dent group ing for an in-
dependence referendum in the
province of 4 million people.

The Free Aceh Movement, or
GAM — a rebel group fighting for
independence since 1976 — an-
nounced a unilateral truce in its
war with Indonesian forces be-
cause of the Dec. 26 earthquake
and tsunami that killed 80,000
people in the province.

But government troops have
continued anti-insurgency ac-
tions in Aceh, on Sumatra island’s
northern tip. Troops killed three
rebels and detained five others in
northern Aceh on Saturday, ac-
cusing them of trying to attack a
relief convoy, state-run news
agency Antara said.

Bakhtiar Abdullah, a Swe-
den-based GAM spokesman, de-
nied that rebels attacked any con-
voy.

He said the military had

the troops to disaster relief.

“We have to maintain security
operations to prevent the rebels
from attacking vital installations
and relief operations,” he said.

National Police Chief Gen. Da’i
Bachtiar, on a visit to Aceh on Sat-
urday, said the disaster had killed
more than 1,000 troops and po-
lice. Some were still missing, he
said.

After the quake and tsunami hit
the province last week, Jakarta
let foreign relief workers and jour-
nalists into the province for the
first time since May 2003, when
its forces abandoned a six-month
truce, launching a massive offen-
sive against the guerrillas that
has left thousands dead.

But Jakarta has so far refused
to ift a state of “civil emergen-
cy,” which effectively lets mi
tary and police operated unimped-
ed in the oil- and gas-rich region.

AP photos

Indian defense personnel walk near the debris of the Indian air force officer’s colony, which was destroyed
by the tsunami that killed more than 100 officers in Car Nicobar, in India’s Andaman and Nicobar islands.

Gandhi statue is all that
remains of Indian village

A statue of Mahatma Gandhi
stands among debris of Malacca
village, which was destroyed by
the tsunami in Car Nicobar.

BY NEELESH MISRA

The Associated Press

MALACCA, India — He stood
in stone as the tsunami pounded
this remote tropical paradise, Kill-
ing stunned villagers and turning
their homes into heaps of debris.

A statue of Mahatma Gandhi,
the father of India’s freedom
movement, was the only struc-
ture still standing in the once-bus-
tling village of Malacca on the In-
dian island of Car Nicobar, where
survivors on Sunday were still
desperately waiting for relief.

The Gandhi statue survived
under a white canopy of concrete,
now surrounded by a pile of
bricks, wooden planks, windows,
bicycles, twisted motorcycles,
clothes and books.

“Malacca dead. Gone,” said
Bradford, 70, one of the oldest res-
idents of the Nicobarese tribal vil-
lage. Like many on the southern
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archipelago of Andaman and
Nicobar, Bradford uses one
name.

Twelve of the 15 villages of Car
Nicobar, one of the most secluded
of the islands in the Bay of Ben-
gal, were flattened under the Dec.
26 tsunami that ravaged 4.5 miles
of the island in its first sweep.
The other three villages suffered
extensive damage from a 7.3-mag-
nitude earthquake that rocked
the region after a magnitude-9
temblor roiled the seas off Indone-

sia.

India’s official death toll in the
disaster stood at 9,067.

According to government fig-
ures, 812 bodies had been buried
or cremated in the islands.

“Entire villages have been
washed out,” said Indian army
Brig. J.M. Devadoss, relief com-
mander for the island of some
20,000 people, which lies about
185 miles south of Port Blair, the
capital of the island chain.

‘Amid the misery, a measure of
hope emerged across this island
with a breathtaking view of the
blue seas and a shoreline draped
in coconut trees. For the first time
since the tsunami, a naval ship
was able to dock with hundreds of
tons of food, medicine, clothes

“This is the biggest relief effort
in the history of India,” Sri
Prakash Jaiswal, junior home
told The Associated
Press in Port Blair on Sunday be-
fore accompanying journalists to
Car Nicobar. “I still have hopes
survivors
among the missing people.”

Devadoss said it was too early
to estimate casualties on Car Nico-
bar, where they hope some indige-
nous tribes took to the hills and
are surviving on coconuts. Sever-

1 have since taken

al
ships to the Indian mainland.

“Everyone in my office has
fled, right now I am the highest
ranking official in the Transport
Department here,” said bus driv-
er Mohammed Hussain.

‘ I;| Pastor Warren Webster
43D &9 YBC services are interpreted in Japanese
RFACHING THE MILITARY AND JAPAN, ONE PERSON AT A TIME JREERKETINESEiTnEy
‘Yokota Christian Academy M-F Friday
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Evening Service 1800
Monday that there will be
v e w CH CH
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Hope fades of identifying foreigners

BY KEITH B. RICHBURG
The Washington Post

BANGKOK — With thousands of decompos-
ing bodies piled up in a Buddhist temple that
has been converted to a temporary morgue on
Thailand's southern coast, hope was fading
Saturday that any of more than 6,000 foreign-
ers still missing after last Sunday’s tsunami
would be found alive.

The hardest-hit area in Thailand now ap-
pears to be Khao Lak, north of Phuket island,
a popular spot for families with children, par-
ucularly Scandinavians. Another 1,600 bod-
ies, most believed to be foreigners, were col-
lected and brought Saturday from Khao Lak
to the temple at Takua Pa. Many were so bloat-
ed and disfigured that identification would be
nearly impossible, said witnesses.

Thai authorities said Saturday that 4,812
people, including 2,230 foreigners, were con-
firmed dead in ThailandA Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra said that toll could reach

In a globalized tragedy that struck tourists
as well as residents, the hardest-hit country
outside the tsunami zone was Sweden. The of-
ficial count of Swedes missing in Thailand
stood at 3,559, mostly at Khao Lak and Ko Phi
Phi, a small island that has been popular with
younger people.

Only 20 Swedes were found in hospitals, 60
others were confirmed dead and 8,000 others
were evacuated to Sweden.

“Khao Lak is mostly for families, so at Khao
Lak there are a lot of children missing,” said
Jane Axelsson, 39, a Swedish volunteer help-
ing the consulate in Phuket deal with the in-
flux of anxious relatives searching for loved
ones. At Khao Lak, many of the missing would
have been swept off the beach during morn-
ing swims, she said.

“On Phi Phi, the culture is to stay awake
long into the night, and sleep late in the morn-

ing,” she said. There, teenagers and young
people would have succumbed to the waves
while still in bed, she said.

Members of the Swedish Church in Thai-
land have visited all the hospitals and report-
ed that no hospitalized Swedes were left uni-
dentified. That dashed hopes of incoming fam-
ily members who clung to the belief that rela-
tives might have been injured but were uncon-
scious or unable to call home.

The Swedish government Saturday asked
all family members missing a relative to bring
identity documents of the relatives and to
bring recent photographs. Final identification
will likely rely on DNA testing, which officials
warned could take months. “Not all of them

will be identified,” Axelsson said. “That is the
reality we have to face today.”

Thai students have arrived in the stricken
areas to assist incoming relatives, mostly by
helping with translation. Some of the students
have been wearing large name cards showing
which languages besides Thai they speak.

But at the Phuket city hall Saturday, Thai of-
ficials told foreigners flocking to the resort
that it was time to give up searching for their
loved ones and consider leaving, according to
the Reuters news agency. A Thai Tourist Po-
lice lieutenant used a megaphone to tell rela-
tives: “Please tell your friends not to come.
The bodies are no longer identifiable.”

Axelsson and others have called this Swe-
den’s biggest tragedy since World War IL. Al-
ready, there is political fallout in the Scandina-
vian country, as newspaper columnists and
some politicians accuse the government of
‘moving too slowly in the first hours of the di-
saster.

Laila Freivalds, the Swedish foreign minis-
ter, visited Thailand’s devastated beach resort
areas and later conceded that the government
had initially failed to grasp the scope of the ca-
lamity. “We ought to have taken much more
forceful action on Sunday, instead of waiting,”
she said at a news conference. “Some of the
completely wiped-out tourist resorts are those
where many Swedes were staying.”

Elephants help to clear tsunami debri:

in Thailand

AP photos

Elephants clear debris near Bang Nieng beach
in Khao Lak, Thailand, on Sunday. Elephants
were part of a huge effort to clean Thailand’s
southern coastline as the country’s death toll
climbed close to 5,000 a week after the
tsunami disaster.

U.N. warns infectious diseases may claim more lives

BY EMMA ROSS
The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — The key to avert-
ing a health catastrophe emerging from the
tsunami ruins will be basic hygiene — clean
water and toilets — medical officials said, re-
porting no major disease outbreaks but warn-
ing the worst may be just around the corner.

Dirty drinking and washing water com-
bined with lack of proper sewage disposal,
they said, are a recipe for explosive outbreaks
of life-threatening diarrhea diseases such as
cholera, typhoid and dysentery, as well as
some forms of hepatitis.

“These are the sort of diseases that could
occur any time now,” Dr. Michelle Gayer, an
infectious diseases specialist at the World
Health Organization, said Saturday.

23,000 people are reported
dead and officials say the toll is likely to climb
as more bodies are found. Most of the victims
were killed by the massive tsunamis that
smashed coastlines after a magnitude 9.0
earthquake last Sunday off Indonesia’s coast.

However, the United Nations has warned
that disease may claim almost as many lives.

Hospitals left standing after Asia’s killer tsu-
nami haven’t been swamped by severely in-
jured survivors. Most casualties either have
light wounds or are dead.

But sources of clean water and sanitary toi-
lets have been largely wiped out in many
areas by the devastation of the tsunami in
Southeast Asia.

‘The waterborne illnesses threatening the re-
gion are caused by bugs in traces of feces,

which can easily end up in the mouth not only
when people don't wash their hands before
eating or preparing food, but also if plates and
utensils are washed in sewage-contaminated
water.

A common way that such diseases get
spread is by fetching buckets of water from
Tivers and lakes where people bathe and defe-
cate.

According to the World Food Program,
there have been no reports of starvation in tsu-
nami-stricken areas, and experts say they
don’t expect a threat of starvation. There are
food shortages in many areas, but not critical
shortages.

However, a nutrition problem is emerging
in the worst hit location at the northern tip of
Sumatra, the Indonesian island nearest to the
epicenter of the quake, said Dr. Georg Peters-
en, the WHO representative in Indonesia.

Gang rape of teen

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — A
teenager who escaped death but
was left orphaned and homeless
by the Asian tsunami met yet one
more agony: gang rape, one of sev-
eral cases of child abuse being in-
vestigated in the disaster zone, an
ofﬁclal said.

I the human tragedies
emergmg from the worst natural
disaster in decades, sexual abuse
of vulnerable children in refugee
camps must be among the most
shocking.

But experts say it’s not uncom-
mon in times of conflict and trau-

ma.

“When there is displacement
and chaos, the possibility of this
type of behavior is higher,”
Harendra de Silva, head of the Na-
tional Child Protection Authority,
said Saturday.

Prisoners surrender

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka —
About 100 prisoners who were re-
leased from their Sri Lanka cells
to escape the tsunami have volun-
tarily surrendered. Two hundred
others remain at large, prison au-
thorities said Sunday.

About 100 other prisoners were
taken from Matara prison to an-
olher lockup before the waves hit.

“If the doors weren’t open for
them, they would have all died,”
said Rumy Marzook, warden of
Sri Lanka’s Matara prison, 80
‘miles south of Colombo.

Arrest suspect in hoax

LONDON — British police said
Sunday they have arrested a sus-
pect in connection with hoax
e-mails that informed people
their missing loved ones died in
the Asian tsunamis.

The messages, which claimed
to be from the British govern-
ment, were sent to friends and rel-
atives who placed appeals for in-
formation on the Sky News TV
Web site.

London’s Metropolitan Police
said officers investigating the
case had arrested a 40-year-old
man Friday in Lincolnshire coun-
ty in central England and seized
computer equipment.

Lesson helped save lives

LONDON — A British school-
girl who recognized the signs of a
coming tsunami thanks to a re-
cent geography lesson saved her
family and some 100 other tour-
ists at a Thai beach, a British
newspaper reported.

Tilly Smith, 10, realized they
were in danger when she saw the
tide suddenly rush out — an indi-
cation earthquake-driven waves
are only minutes away — and told
her mother, The Sun said in its
Saturday edition.

She explained that she had stud-
ied tsunamis only two weeks be-
fore at her school in Oxshott, just
south of London. Her parents,
Penny and Colin Smith, warned
nearby vacationers and staff at
their hotel in Phuket, and the
hotel swiftly evacuated Maikhao
beach, minutes before the devas-
tating waves struck, the newspa-
per said.

The Sun reported that the
beach was one of only a few in
Phuket where no one was killed
or seriously hurt.

“I was on the beach and the
water started to go funny,” Tilly
was quoted as telling The Sun.
From The Associated Press
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Amid deadly waves, two babies persevere

BY NEELESH MISRA
The Associated Press

PORT BLAIR, Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands — As she fled the killer waves swal-
lowing her island, Namita Roy gave birth
to a boy in a forest.

On another island, 8-month-old Michael
Jeremiah slipped out of his mother’s arms
and sank into the sea until his father saw
his toe poke up from the waves and
brought him back to life.

The babies’ tales will become part of the
folklore of miraculous survivals of last
week’s catastrophic earthquake and tsuna-
mi.

“It’s all God’s grace,” said Lakshmi
Narayan Roy, 34, a rickshaw puller whose
wife, Namita, delivered their baby in the
forest on Hut Bay island, where they were
taking shelter.

Roy had just made tea for his wife, who
was expecting her baby on Jan. 15. Then
the earth shook, and Roy raced out of the
house with his pregnant wife and their
6-year-old son, Saurabh.

Roy put Namita on his bicycle rickshaw
and began lugging her uphill Minutes
later, Roy’s home was flattened, like hun-
dreds of others on the island.

Hours later, as they and 700 other peo-
ple hunkered down on the highest point of
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the island, in the dark forest, Namita began
having pains.

Just after 4 am. on Monday, the baby
was coming. Women scrambled, putting
up walls of saris they had saved from their
homes. More water was heated from wood-
en twigs and dry leaves. At 4:19 am., the
Roys’ second son was born.

But the jungle delivery was crude and
Namita had lost a lot of fluid. They went
down the hill on the rickshaw to a medical
center. There, a navy officer alerted a ship.

But the tsunami had smashed the jetties
and the ship couldn’t get to shore. Roy and
his friends lifted the new mother above
their heads and carried her through the
waist-deep water; another friend followed
with the baby.

In a Port Blair hospital, a doctor named
the boy Tsunami.

“Ilike the name. I won’t change it,” said
Namita Roy, swaddling her son in a towel.

“I will remember that day forever,” Lak-
shmi Roy said. “T am sure he will fight with
me when he grows up, though, for giving
him a feminine name.”

Hundreds of miles south, on the island of
‘Chowra, coconut plantation owner Jeremi-
ah, his wife, Safra, teenage daughter Lilian
and 8-month-old Michael were on their
way to church in their village of Kuitasuli.

“We had planned we would all pray to-
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gether. But suddenly, the earth started
shaking,” said Safra, who, like her hus-
band, uses a single name. They all started
running, but the temblor and tsunami had
ripped up the road running along the coast.

Suddenly, they found themselves float-
ing in the water, helplessly being flung to-
ward debris, hurtling past furniture and
TVs from their home. Safra, exhausted,
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Tsunami, a
6-day-old boy,
rests in the lap
of his mother,
Namita Roy, in
arefugee camp
in Port Blair, in
India's south-
eastern Anda-
man and Nico-
bar islands, on
Saturday. A
doctor named
the baby after
he was born in
the forest,
where his moth-
e fled the killer
waves.

AP

said she lost her grip on Michael and
watched in horror as he drifted away.

Another wave came and Michael sank
below the surface. “We wanted to die as
well, just flow away with the water,” Safra
said. Then Jeremiah yelled: “The toe! The
toe!” Jeremiah lunged forward and
grabbed his son’s toe, and lifted him up.

All three survived to rejoin other family
members.
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Three Peruvian police hostages sit on the street as a group of national dissidents dressed in military-style
uniforms stand guard in the remote town in Andahuaylas, 275 miles south of Lima, on Saturday.

Militants ambush officers
sent to end siege in Peru

BY RICK VECCHIO
The Associated Press

LIMA, Peru — Gunmen belongmg to a nationalist
group that seized a police station in remote south-
ern Peru ambushed a police vehicle responding to
the scene Sunday, killing four officers and wound-
ing several more, hospital officials said. One gun-
man was gravely wounded.

The shooting started before dawn on a bridge on
the other side of town from the captured police sta-
tion in Andahuaylas, 275 miles southeast of Lima,
Radioprogramas radio reported.

The station was seized Saturday by followers of
Antauro Humala, a retired army major who, along
with his brother, seeks to establish a nationalist in-
digenous movement modeled on the ancient Incan
Empire.

The attackers demanded the resignation of Presi-
dent Alejandro Toledo. At least seven people were
wounded in a shootout during the takeover early Sat-
urday and brought to Lima. Authorities said Huma-
la was holding at least 10 police hostage.

Humala on Sunday denied that his men am-
bushed police, insisting they had repelled a surprise
attack by authorities.

“The police this morning attacked an advance
post of reservists on the colonial bridge that we con-
trol, along with various blocks of the town of An-
dahuaylas,” Humala told CPN radio. “They at-
tacked with silencers and we had one casualty.”

He said Peruvian security forces had underesti-
mated his followers, who he described as “decorat-
ed war heroes” from Peru’s 1995 border war with
Ecuador.

“We are open to dialogue,” he said. “The ones
who are not open to dialogue are here, the security
forces. They simply came here to attack us with si-
lencers.”

Toledo, who refused the demand to resign, de-
clared a 30-day state of emergency in the remote An-
dean province. He cut short a holiday trip to con-
vene a Cabinet meeting on the crisis.

A state of emergency suspends basic constitution-
such as freedom of assembly, permits au-
thorities to enter homes without search warrants
and authorizes the president to charge the armed
forces with maintaining order.

Officials at two hospitals told Peruvian media the
death toll from Sunday’s ambush included a police
captain, a lieutenant and two officers.

Humala is the brother of Ollanta Humala, an
army commander stationed in South Korea whom
the government retired last week.

In October 2000, Lt. Col. Ollanta Humala and his
brother led 50 followers in a short-lived military up-
rising, a month before the collapse of former Presi-
dent Alberto Fujimori’s corruption-ridden, 10-year
regime. Antauro Humala had been forced to retire
from the army three years earlier.

New currency in Turkey

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Tur-
key launched a new currency
Saturday by droppmg six zeros
from one, in a sign of
progress in its decades-long
struggle with inflation. But get-
ting rid of old habits in a country
where even a loaf of bread costs
hundreds of thousands isn’t like-
1y to be easy.

No major problems were re-
ported after the new Turkish lira
went into circulation, although
credit cards were unusable for
about five minutes while the
transition was made.

Bank machines were also dis-
tributing the new currency, but
few on the street appeared to
have made the switch. The old
notes will remain usable for a
year, but the Central Bank pre-
dicts they will largely be out of cir-
culation by the end of February.

Chinese car imports

DETROIT — A Chinese auto-
maker will begin exporting cars
to the United States, with a goal
of selling 250,000 in 2007 accord-
ing to the head of the company
that plans to market them.

Chery Automobile Co., owned

by the Chinese government, has
signed a deal with the privately
held Visionary Vehicles LLC of
New York to sell the cars in the
United States, said Malcolm
Bricklin, Visionary’s chief execu-
tive. Bricklin is best known for
bringing the Yugo and the Suba-
ru to the United States.

It would be the first deal to im-
port Chinese-made cars to the
United States, the Detroit News
said in its Sunday editions.

Chery is China’s eighth-larg-
est automaker. Founded in 1997,
it sold about 90,000 vehicles in

'hina in
From The Associated Press

Abbas vies for rebel
support at Gaza rally

BY IBRAHIM BARZAK
The Associated Press

DEIR EL-BALAH, Gaza Strip
— Palestinian leader Mahmoud
Abbas told hundreds of armed
militants at a campaign rally in
Gaza on Sunday that he would
never abandon them, but would
fight to protect them from Israeli
raids.

In his campaign to replace
Yasser Arafat, Abbas is courting
support from gunmen considered
heroes by many Palestinians and
terrorists by most Israelis.

Tsraeli troops, meanwhile, con-
cluded a three-day operation in
southern Gaza early Sunday just
as they began one in northern
Gaza.

Israel says it was targeting mili-
tants who fire homemade rockets
and mortar rounds at Israeli
towns and settlements. Three Is-
raeli civilians were wounded in
such attacks Sunday, one serious-
ly.

In southern Gaza, Israel pulled
out of Khan Younis, leaving at
least 13 armed Palestinians dead,
the army said. Palestinian securi-
ty officials put the number of
dead at 11 and said nine of them
were armed.

Soon after, about 40 Israeli
tanks and armored cars rumbled
into agricultural areas outside the
northern Gaza towns of Beit Ha-
noun, Beit Lahiya and Jabaliya.

The raids came as candidates
campaigned in Gaza ahead of the
Jan. 9 elections for a new presi-
dent of the Palestinian Authority.

Though Abbas is the over-
whelming favorite, he lacks
Arafat’s charisma and street cre-
dentials. Even if he posts a strong
victory, he will need to consoli-
date his support among the popu-
lation and get militants to back
his new government.

Israel has demanded a crack-
down on violent groups, which
Abbas has repeatedly rejected.

In an interview Saturday,
Abbas said Palestinians are be-
holden to the gunmen for their re-
sistance against the Israeli occu-
pation and have a duty to protect
them from reprisals.

At a rally
Sunday in a
basketball
stadium in
the central
Gaza town of
Deir

pledged be-
fore  thou-
sands of Pal-
estinians, in-
cluding hun-
dreds of gun-
men, not to abandon them.

Abbas also promised to follow
in Arafat’s footsteps, saying he
would not rest until an indepen-
dent Palestinian state is estab-
lished, Israeli settlements are dis-
manﬂed and Palestinian refugees
get their rights.

“The principles of Yasser
Arafat, and his sayings, are his
will and it is our duty to imple-
ment it,” Abbas said.

Abbas

Elections the main event
in Middle East this year

BY SARAH EL DEEB
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — From Bagh-
dad to Cairo, from Riyadh to the
Gaza Strip, election is the mantra
for 2005.

Tragis, Palestinians, Egyptians,
even Saudis will be going to the
polls, giving them a new sense of
power in a region largely run by
monarchs and dictators even in
places where parliaments exist.

But some say it doesn’t neces-
sarily signal real change.

“Elections is a magic word.
You have got the magic word but
you don’t have magic without de-
livering,” said Saudi analyst Mai
‘Yamani, with the Royal Institute
of International Affairs in Lon-
don. “I don’t think there is any sig-
nificance unless there is genuine
intent to reform, share of power,
minimize the power of the ruling
elite, end corruption.”

Fahmi Howeidi, a liberal Islam-
ic thinker in Egypt, says the Jan.
9 Palestinian election is the only
one where there are real political
players and the possibility of
change.

In Irag, Egypt and Saudi Ara-
bia, it’s just “painting the house,”
he said. “The results are known
and there will be no fundamental

change .. a soap opera, a re-
sponse to American pressure,
and not a result of popular de-
mand or a strong political action.
There is no political struggle.”

After toppling Saddam Hussein
in 2003, the United States prom-
ised Iraq would become a model
for Arab democracy, and pres-
sured regimes in the region to
yield to some local demands for
change. Reform, Washington
holds, will make Muslim and
Arab societies less fertile ground
for extremists.

But many question whether
elections under occupation (Iraq,
West Bank and Gaza Strip) or
under foreign pressure (Saudi
Arabia) can really prompt change
in the region.

Tragis are scheduled to vote
Jan. 30 in the first free elections
since the overthrow of their mon-
archy in 1958, choosing a legisla-
tive assembly to draft a constitu-
tion.

The Palestinians are voting for
a successor to the late Yasser
Arafat, who controlled Palestin-
jan politics for more than 40
years.

In the Saudi capital, Riyadh,
billboard messages prepare citi-
zens for the kingdom’s first na-
tionwide elections, for municipal
councils.
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Yushchenko faces tough tasks in Ukraine

BY MARA D. BELLABY
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Like most
Ukrainian university students,
Olena Prokhorova can earn a
passing grade two ways: slog
away at her studies or pay a bribe
of about $19.

'Ukrainian traffic cops are so no-
torious for soliciting bribes when
they pull cars over that drivers
joke their initials “DAI” actually
stands for the command “Give
me!”

Corruption is so pervasive that
Ukrainians say they do not even
give it a second thought most of
the time.

“We almost don’t even consider
it corruption,” said Prokhorova, a
19-year-old university student
from the western city of Lviv.

Public worn down by corruption, bribes

Viktor Yushchenko, the opposi-
tion leader who appears to have
won last week’s court-ordered
presidential revote, has pledged
to make the fight against corrup-
tion the first goal of his presiden-
cy.

The task won’t be an easy one.

Transparency International’s
2004 ranking of corrupt nations
lists Ukraine as one of the worst
— No. 128 out of 146, nestled be-
tween Sudan and Cameroon.

There’s evidence that corrup-
tion led to fraud in the sec-
ond-round presidential vote on
Nov. 21. Hundreds of thousands
of opposition supporters like
Prokhorova massed in Kiev after
that balloting to protest not only

what they said was their stolen
votes but also the underlying cor-
ruption. The Supreme Court later
annulled the results, citing mass
fraud, and ordered the Dec. 26
revote.

This summer, some of the
world’s biggest steel companies
cried foul after Ukraine’s main
steel producer Kryvorizhstal was
sold to a company controlled by
outgoing President Leonid Kuch-
ma’s son-in-law, even though his
bid was significantly lower than
the bids offered by others.

But it is the little bribes —to a
university teacher, doctors, judg-
es, traffic cops — that have out-
raged this nation of 48 million.

Svetlana Bordyla, 47, said it is

common practice to bring a box
of chocolates to the state medical
clinic — it guarantees a gentler
touch and more time with the phy-
sician than for someone who
turns up empty-handed.

“Ninety-nine percent of Ukrai-
nian citizens feel corruption im-
pact on their lives,” said Petro Po-
roshenko, a lawmaker and one of
Yushchenko’s closest allies. “It is
awful. We think that during the
next two or three months, it will
be our main problem.”

Nadezhda Ionavna said her gen-
eral store in Kaniv, in south-cen-
tral Ukraine, was subjected to reg-
ular visits by tax police and
never-ending checks by environ-
mental, fire, sanitary inspectors.

Many inspectors come expecting
something for themselves.

“It wears you down,” she said.

With his rival, Viktor Yanuk-
ovych, refusing to concede de-
feat, and with little support in
Ukraine's industrial east, Yush-
chenko — who can’t be officially
declared president until all ap-
peals are exhausted — must not
portray himself as out for re-
venge, said political analyst Ina
Pidluska.

But Prokhorova — who has
spent more than a month living in
the opposition’s sprawling tent
camp on Kiev’s main avenue —
wants speedy changes.

When she returns to Lviv, she
vowed not to hand over $1 for
every missed class — the usual

“I won't pay it. That’s not why
T'm out here. That's not what we
are fighting for,” she said.

Saudi man criticized for getting married 58 times

While Islamic law allows 4 wives, polygamy’s popularity is fading

BY DONNA ABU-NASR
The Associated Press

USFAN, Saudi Arabia — In 50
years, he says, he has married 58
Women and has forgotten the
names of most of them. He knows
he has had 10 sons, but ask about
daughters and he counts on his
fingers: 22. No, no, 28. No, that’s
too many. He settles on 25.

Saleh al-Sayeri, a 64-year-old

shepherd-turned-businessman,
says his marital adventures have
cost him more than $1.6 million in
wedding expenses and settle-
ments for divorced wives.

“Marriage doesn’t bore me,” he
said, relaxing on cushions at a car-
peted, open-air reception area in
his 22-horse stable in Usfan, in
the desert 500 miles west of Riy-
adh. “'m the happiest man in the
world.”

Al-Sayeri’s story might seem a
bizarre curiosity, but it touches a
nerve in Saudi Arabia, the status
of whose women is a matter of in-
ternational controversy.

When it surfaced in Saudi
media in March, some readers re-
acted angrily.

A woman who identified her-
self as Maryam, a convert to
Islam, wrote to the Arab News, an
English-language  daily, that
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al-Sayeri’s
“really sent
over the edge.”
Sayyidaty maga-
zine, which inter-
viewed al-Sayeri,
also spoke to psy-
chiatrist ~ Mona
al-Sawwaf who
said al-Sayeri, does
not treat a wife as a
human being “but
as a piece of cloth-
ing he can change
‘whenever he pleas-
es or an object.”
“The  biggest
blame lies with the
who let
daughters
enter such marriag-
es, she said.
Al-Sayeri

story
me

dis-

as
ing he is not breach-
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ing Islamic laws, Saleh al-Sayeri talks to a unidentified guest last

which  permit
man to have fo
wives at a time.

2 month at the equestrian clul
U Arabia. Al-Sayeri has married 58 women in 50

Saudi

Usfan,

None of Al-Say- years. He currently has four wives, including a

eri’s
could be reached.

He said many have remarried,
but to reveal their identity would
be a gross violation of Saudi cus-
tom. One of his sons said his moth-
er has remarried, but refused to
give details.

Divorce has become quite com-
mon in the kingdom, with press
reports saying half of all marriag-
es break up. But the fate of a di-
vorced woman depends on her
parents’ frame of mind. If they op-
pose the divorce, they likely will
confine her to the house and moni-
tor her movements. She will be
barred from dating or working
without family permission.

Some parents, on the other
hand, are modern-minded
enough to let their daughters fin-
ish their schooling or go out to
work. And although Islamic laws
permit a man to have four wives
at a time, most Muslim men today
take one wife, because it has be-
come the cultural norm and polyg-

ex-wives 14-year-old he married nine months ago.

amy is costly.

-Sayeri has had 10 sons, one
of whom died. Two sons who
were at the stable while their fa-
ther was being interviewed rolled
their eyes whenever the subject
of marriages came up. They said
they had come to accept that their
dad is “mizwaj,” a man who likes
to marry often.

His son Fahd, a 32-year-old
bachelor, is adamant he won’t fol-
low in hls father’s footsteps “No,
no, no,” he said. “One will be
enough for me.”

Al-Sayeri said three of his four
current wives have been with him
18 to 40 years. The fourth seems
to be the one who usually gets re-
placed.

His latest marriage was to a
14-year-old girl nine months ago.
She was the perfect age, he said.

Al-Sayeri said he will keep on
marrying until the number of
wives he has acquired equals the
number of years he has lived.
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Car bomb north of Baghdad kills 19 Iragis

10 others Killed in separate attacks as militants target countrymen helping American forces

BY DUSAN STOJANOVIC
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide attack-
er detonated a car bomb north of
Baghdad on Sunday, killing 19 Ira-
qis — all but one of them National
Guardsmen — in another strike
against Iraqis cooperating with
American forces, the U.S. mili-
tary said. Four Iragi policemen
were killed in a separate attack
further north.

The car bomb blast near Balad,
50 miles north of Baghdad, also
wounded six guardsmen, U.S. mil-
itary spokesman Maj. Neal E.
O’Brien said. The bomb detonat-
ed as their bus passed close to a
U.S. base.

AnIraqi civilian — the bus driv-
er — was among the 19 killed
while the other casualties were
members of Iraq’s 203rd National
Guard Battalion. The driver of
the car that exploded also died.

Also Sunday, U.S. Task Force
Baghdad soldiers were attacked
in southwest of the capital when
their patrol was struck by a car
bomb, the military said. Two sol-
diers were wounded in the attack.
The suicide bomber was killed.

“Those responsible for suicide
attacks are seeking to halt Iraq’s
progress on the path to democra-
cy,” O’Brien said.

Meanwhile, the United States
said it had significantly increased
troop strength in Mosul to pro-
vide security ahead of the Jan. 30
elections for a constitutional as-
sembly. The city has seen
stepped-up insurgent attacks on
both American and Iraqi forces in
the weeks since U.S. troops cap-
tured the guerrilla stronghold of
Fallujah in mid-November.

Two brigade-sized units, con-
sisting of Iraqi forces and ele-
ments of the 82nd Airborne Divi-

sion, were deployed to augment
the 8,000 troops already in Mosul,
military spokesman Lt. Col. Paul
Hastings said. Brigades can in-
clude 2,000-4,000 soldiers.

In the other attack, four police-
men were killed while on patrol
in Samarra, 60 miles north of
Baghdad, the military said. A fifth
was wounded. Both Samarra and
Balad are in the so-called Sunni
Triangle, the scene of frequent as-
saults on U.S. and Iragi security
forces.

In other violence Sunday, Col.
Abdel Karim Riyadh, the police
chief in Jebala, a town 40 miles
south of Baghdad, was killed
when gunmen stormed his house,
police said.

Assailants also killed a police of-
ficer in a drive-by shooting in
southern Baghdad late Saturday,
police commissioner Najm Eid
said. A Shiite cleric also was
killed in the Baghdad neighbor-
hood of Amil, he said.

Gunmen shot dead a deputy
governor of the eastern Diyala
province in his car, doctor Ahmed
Fouad at the Bagoubah General
Hospital said Sunday.

The attacks came a day after
al-Qaida’s arm in Iraq issued a
video showing militants execut-
ing five Iraqi security officers in
the street, the latest move in their
campaign to intimidate Iraqis
and target those collaborating
with U.S.-led forces.

A statement posted Saturday
on an Islamist Web site along
with the video denounced the of-
ficers as “American dogs” and
threatened other Iragis with the
same fate if they joined security
forces.

The U.S. military and the inter-
im government of Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi want the Iraqi police
and National Guard to provide se-

In western Baghdad, a U.S. Army expert wearing a protective suit inspects a vehicle suspected of containing
explosives on Sunday. No explosives were found in the car. Another car bomb north of Baghdad exploded on
Sunday, killing 18 Iraqi National Guardsmen and their bus driver.

curity for the vote, but mass de-
sertions from those forces could
scuttle such plans.

The insurgents’ video and state-
ment were issued by al-Qaida in
Iraq, the group led by Jordanian
terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

The United States has offered a
$25 million reward for al-Zarqaw-
i’s capture — the same amount as
for Osama bin Laden.

In a separate Web statement
posted Saturday, al-Zarqawi’s
group also claimed responsibility
for a number of attacks targeting
security forces around Iraq earli-
er in the week.

In other developments Sunday,
the U.S. military said Iraqi securi-
ty forces “decisively defeated” in-
surgents attempting to seize a po-
lice station in southeast Mosul on
Saturday — the fifth such attack
in a week.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least 1,329
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. Atleast 1,042 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said. The fig-
ures include three mililary civil-
ians.

The AP count is one higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 am.
Thursday.

The British military has re-
ported 76 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 16; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,

three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary
and Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, ‘when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,191 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 933 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

mA soldier was killed Satur-
day in a roadside explosion
north of Bagl

The ]atest ldenuﬁcauons re-
ported by the milit

W No identifications- reported.

U.S. soldier, former Afghan militia leader Killed in firefight

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A U.S.
soldier and a former Afghan mili-
tia leader were killed Sunday
when American troops clashed
with gunmen during a search op-
eration in western Afghanistan,
U.S. and Afghan officials said.

Meanwhile, an American aid
‘worker escaped an apparent kid-
nap attempt by a group of gunmen
in the capital, Kabul.

The troops came under attack
from “an unknown number of
enemy forces” while searching a
compound near Shindand Airfield
in Herat province early Sunday
morning and returned fire, a U.S.
military statement said.

“The Afghan citizen died at the
scene,” the statement said.

“The U.S. soldier was wounded
in the attack and ... died a short
time later at the airfield as a re-
sult of wounds received.”

The soldier’s name was being
withheld until his next of kin
could be notified.

‘The military also didn’t identify

the dead Afghan, or say if he was
a suspected militant or a bystand-

er.

But a local militia commander,
Akhtar Mohammed ~Husseini,
said the compound belonged to a
former militia leader called Mul-
lah Dost.

“There was fire from both
sides. Mullah Dost was killed
along with his wife, and two of
their children were injured,” Hus-
seini said by telephone. “The
Americans wanted to search his
house, but we don’t know who
fired first.”

Ziauddin Mahmoudi, the provin-
cial police chief, said Dost was a
veteran of the war against Soviet
occupiers in the 1980s, and later
aligned with the Taliban. He said
Dost also served briefly as police
chief in Shindand district last

The dead soldier was the first
U.S. combat casualty this year
and at least the 117th here since
Enduring Freedom began in late
2001.

It was also the first since the
start of Operation Lightning Free-
dom, the latest phase of the U.S.

‘military operation in Afghanistan,
which began after Hamid Karza-
i’s inauguration as the country’s
first directly elected president in
early December.

U.S. and Afghan government
forces have been stationed at
Shindand  Airfield, about 400
miles west of Kabul, since inter-
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vening to halt bloody factional
fighting in the region near the Ira-
nian border in August.

Dozens of Afghan militiamen
were killed in the battles, which
resulted in the ouster of local
strongman Ismail Khan as gover-
nor of Herat province, but there
were no American victims.
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Gunmen tried to abduct the
American aid worker in Kabul on
Sunday afternoon, but gave up
when he resisted, the victim and
Afghan police said.

A spokeswoman for the U.S.
Embassy in Kabul said its offi-
cials were looking into the inci-
dent.
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With toys and tea, patrols
near Taji foster good will

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO
Stars and Stripes

HORA AL BOSH, Irag — Some-
times, it's the soldiers who give
out the gifts. Sometimes, it's the
soldiers who get them.

As a regular part of their patrols
in the areas around Taji, the Na-
tional Guard soldiers of the 1st Bat-
talion, 69th Infantry Regiment
have been handing out blankets
and toys to children and families
in an effort to “win the hearts and
minds” of people who could help
bring stability to the region.

And on days like Thursday, the
soldiers are treated as welcome
guests, invited to share a quick
meal and some hot tea.

During a patrol near Hora al
Bosh, a small farming village
largely made up of crumbling
stone and brick compounds, mem-
bers of 1st Platoon, Company A
kept an eye out for danger as they
tried to attend to the community.
At the beginning of the patrol,
they walked through the village
streets, handing out a half-dozen
thick blankets to what appeared
to be the families most in need.

On a patrol that also included distributing blankets and gifts to local
residents, members of Company A sweep a field where they suspect a
‘weapons cache might be buried.

“I remember this house. Let’s
give one to them,” said 2nd Lt.
Dan Hover, a 31-year-old from
Medina, Ohio, gesturing to a
group of young girls peering be-
tween the doors of a red metal
gate.
As the soldiers moved through
the streets, they gathered the cus-
tomary crowd of children, who
asked for such wide-ranging
items as pens, water and money.
The kids helped up younger sib-
lings, chanting “baby! baby!” in
hopes of enticing the soldiers to
give them something.

Soldiers from the battalion said
Hora al Bosh is a hard town to
read: Some days, they are wel-
comed with smiles and waves and
on other days people stare at the
patrols from behind locked gates
and fences.

After they had handed out all
the blankets, the soldiers got back
into their Humvees and patrolled
the surrounding area, looking for
weapons caches and possible
spots for roadside bombs. As they
stopped to search a set of fallow
fields, two boys approached the
soldiers and gave them freshly
baked flatbread, still warm from
the oven.

The boys then went back into
the farmhouse, and returned with
hot tea and sugar.

As the sun went down, the sol-
diers set up a traffic checkpoint,
searching passing cars.

Before the platoon went out on
its patrol, members were paid a

PHOTOS BY JOSEPH GIORDONO/Stars and Stripes

During a Friday patrol, an Iraqgi boy gives freshly baked flatbread to
Spc. Acisclo Melendez of Company A, 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry.

surprise visit by Maj. Gen. Peter
W. Chiarelli, commander of the
1st Cavalry Division, which has
responsibility for the areas in and
around Baghdad.

Chiarelli spent part of Thurs-
day visiting the 1st of the 69th,
thanking soldiers, checking on
their progress in the area and ask-
ing what support they needed.

As the squad’s members lined
up their Humvees to roll out,
Chiarelli wanted their input. The

soldiers asked about more helmet
clips for their night vision devic-
es, side arms for Humvee gun-
ners and more hand-mikes for
their radios.

Chiarelli listened to the re-
quests, promised to get answers
for the soldiers and left them with
a simple but direct message
about getting complacent on their
patrols: “Don’t be predictable,”
he said.

E-mail Joseph Giordono: at
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

SEAL:s file suit over abuse photos

The road to recovery

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Six Navy SEALSs filed
suit Tuesday against The Associated Press
for publishing photos they said revealed
their identities and connected them to the
prisoner abuse scandals in Iraq.

The men, some of whom are still serving
in Iragq, are asking for unspecified damag-
es from the news service. They alleged the
photos invaded their privacy and put their
lives at risk by showing their faces in a se-
ries of photographs published earlier this
month.

The photos, which showed the soldiers
with hooded and handcuffed prisoners,
were obtained by Associated Press report-
er Seth Hettena, who also wrote a story sug-
gesting they might show evidence of prison-
er abuse.

Stars and Smpes ran the story and one
of the photos in its Dec. 6 editions.

U.S. military forces came under heavy
scrutiny this summer after the discovery
of pictures showing Army Reserve troops
abusing Iraqi prisoners at Baghdad’s Abu
Ghraib prison.

Navy Special Warfare Command began
investigating the six SEALs following the
photos’ release. Spokesman Lt. Taylor
Clark said Wednesday that the investiga-
tion has been expanded to include the
unit’s commanders, but so far the Navy has
not released any of its findings.

James Huston, attorney for the SEALS,
said the photos in this case were taken for
documentation purposes and do not show
any violation of standard covert operations
procedures.

“When this goes to trial, I think everyone
will see that they did nothing wrong,” Hus-
ton said. “But they've been tarred because
this reporter said this could be the earliest
evidence of prisoner abuse in Iraq.”

Associated Press assistant general coun-
sel Dave Tomlin dismissed the charges.

“We believe AP’s use of the photos and
the manner in which they were obtained
were entirely lawful and proper,” he said.
“We intend to defend ourselves and our re-
porter vigorously and, we expect, success-
fully.” In a statement, one of the SEALs
called the reporter’s actions “completely
unnecessary.”

“We are very disappointed in this report-
er’s unprofessional behavior and the fact
that he showed such disregard for us, our
safety, and the ongoing work we are
doing,” the unnamed plaintiff said.

“We find this conduct especially appall-
ing in light of the continuing war in Iraq
and the fact that we are continuing to put
ourselves at risk.”

Huston said since the photos were re-
leased they have been published widely in
the Arab media, putting the SEALS’ lives in
danger. Several were posted by Cuban gov-
ernment officials on a billboard outside of
Guantanamo Bay, comparing the U.S. mili-
tary to Nazis.

The lawsuit, filed in California, also ac-
cuses the AP of illegally obtaining the pho-
tos from a private Web site and names two
of the SEALs’ wives as co-plaintiffs who
suffered emotional trauma as a result of
the incident.
E-mail Leo Shane at:

JOE BATTLE/U.S. Army
U.S. Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker pins a Purple Heart on Staff Sgt.
Garth Johnson on Wednesday at the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany.
Johnson was awarded the medal for injuries he sustained during the attack on the
dining facility in Mosul, Iraq, on Dec 21. During his visit, Schoomaker also presented
two additional Purple Hearts and visited with patients and staff at Landstuhl.
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U.S.: Syria border security is better

Armitage visit focuses on nation’s alleged role in Iraqi insurgency

BY ZEINA KARAM
The Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — The U.S.
State Department’s second-rank-
ing official on Sunday said Syria
had improved security along its
border with Irag but needs to do
more to keep armed supporters
of ousted Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein from sneaking across.

“Syria has made some real im-
provements in recent months on
border security. But we all need
to do more, particularly on the
question of former regime ele-
ments participating in activities
in Iraq, going back and forth from
Syria,” Deputy Secretary of State
Richard Armitage told reporters
in Damascus.

Armitage arrived in Syria Sun-
day for talks with officials here on
Syria’s alleged role in the Iraqi in-
surgency and the infiltration of

fighters across the Syrian border
into Iraq. Syria has denied the
charges.

After a short stop at the U.S.
Embassy in Damascus, Armitage
headed straight for talks with Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad and
his Foreign Minister Farouk
al-Sharaa. He was accompanied
by Assistant U.S. Secretary of
State William Burns.

U.S.-Syria relations have been
strained over U.S. accusations
that Syria was meddling in Iraqi
affairs, as well as Syria’s involve-
ment in neighboring Lebanon. A
few months ago, Washington im-
posed sanctions on Syria under
an act that accuses Damascus of
seeking weapons of mass destruc-
tion, a charge Syria denies, and
hosting Palestinian groups Wash-
ington deems terrorist.

In September, the U.N. Securi-
ty Council passed a resolution in-

troduced by Washington and
Paris calling on Syria to with-
draw its troops from Lebanon
and dismantle the Syrian-backed
Lebanese Hezbollah guerrilla
group.

More recently, President Bush
has warned Syria and Iran
against “meddling” in the inter-
nal affairs of Iraq.

Washington and Baghdad have
said that key support for the insur-
gency was coming from a half
brother of Saddam Hussein and
Baath Party leaders based in
Syria.

Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi has said he had “adequate
and accurate information” about
Iragis planning attacks from
Syria and has sent a letter to
Assad asking the Syrian authori-
ties to hand over “wanted ele-
ments and those accused of plan-
ning and executing” attacks to
Iragi authorities.

Al-Sharaa denied the charges
last week.

Measures to combat the insur-
gency are taking on increasing im-
portance for both Iraq and the
United States as the Jan. 30 na-
tional elections in Iraq rapidly ap-
proach. The insurgents are trying
to disrupt the elections.

Armitage said he stressed to
the Syrian leadership the “abso-
lute importance” of the Iraqi elec-
tions and the need to have full
Iraqi participation. “I believe I
found here in Syria the same
view,” he said.

Armitage also said he called on
Syria to withdraw from Lebanon
and warned Syria against interfer-
ing in parliamentary elections
due to be held in Lebanon in May.

Syria, with some 14,000 troops
stationed in Lebanon, is the main
power broker in that country.

There have been growing interna-
tional and local calls in Lebanon
for Syria to stop interfering in
Lebanese affairs.

Syria’s official news agency
SANA said Assad discussed with
the U.S. delegation “the situation
in Iraq and the political process
there, including the elections.” It
said the two sides also discussed
the Mideast peace process.

Armitage, who will also travel
to Jordan and Turkey, which also
border Iraq, arrived here from
northern Iraq, where he paid a
surprise visit.

Army medics get intensive
training before deployment
\ FAL 2

BY KIMBERLY HEFLING
The Associated Press

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. — Fake blood spewed,
smoke billowed, strobe lights flashed and two
high-tech dummies with limbs blown off lay on the
ground.

“Medic, somebody call a medic!” a woman
shrieked as the sound of gunfire erupted from the
shadows.

In rushed an out-of-breath Pfc. Merinda Karn
with aid bag in hand for a test of her medic skills.

e insurgents in Iraq step up their attacks, the
Army has increased the intensity of its training of
battlefield medics. That has meant moving the train-
ing from classrooms to more realistic settings and
teaching medics to keep fighting the enemy — even
if it means sometimes delaying treatment of the
wounded.

“One medic on his weapon returning fire can
make the difference between the enemy staying and
continuing to fire on us, or saying ‘Whoa, I got to
g0, " said Capt. Brad Tibbetts, the officer in charge
of the Alfred V. Rascon School of Combat Medicine
at Fort Campbell. “That’s one thing we teach them —
when to delay and when you can’t.”

This year, about 500 medics and others who work
in small, isolated units will undergo training at the
school. They attend the class partly to refresh skills
they acquired during a 16-week course at Fort Sam
Houston in Texas, where all new Army medics take
civilian emergency medical technician classes and
study battlefield techniques.

Much of the training at the Fort Campbell school is
conducted using strikingly lifelike dummies con-
trolled by computers. The dummies “bleed,”
breathe, blink and have a pulse.

Nearly 90 percent of Americans wounded in Iraq
are surviving, compared with 73 percent in Vietnam
and 78 percent in the 1991 Persian Gulf War. Col. Ri-
chard Agee, chief of staff of the U.S. Army Medical
Department and School, credited better body armor
and better training of medical personnel.

Master Sgt. Luis Rodriguez, the noncommissioned
officer in charge of the training at the school, is a
former medic who was hit by mortar fire in Iraq He
Jost a leg, but the use of a tourniquet helped save his
life. He said the first thing he tells the medics is that
the enemy will fire at them even if they are render-
ing aid, and they must be prepared to fight.

Fort Campbell started holding the final test for the
class in a dark room after 101st Airborne Division
medics returning from Afghanistan said they were
not prepared to treat the wounded without light.

A dummy designed to simulate an injured soldier is
attended to during combat medic training Nov. 18 at
the Alfred V. Rascon School of Combat Medicine at
Fort Campbell, Ky.

The 20-year-old Karn, who weighs about 140
pounds, was out of breath when she ran in to take the
test because she had run six miles that morning and
then dragged a 185 pound soldier about 200 yards be-
fore dashing into the room.

She flunked the test because in the dark she failed
to feel an exit wound in the back of her “casualty,”
and it “died.”

Afterward, the lights came on in the room and taps
played. An instructor discussed what she did wrong.

“I just wasn’t as thorough as I should’ve been,”
Karn said, before leaving the room to write a letter to
the “casualty’s” parents, also part of the medic train-

ing.
Tibbetts said it is OK to make mistakes here.

Spy plane crashes near Afghan bhorder

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — An unmanned spy plane crashed near a
Pakistani village along the Afghan border, an army spokesman said
Sunday. No injuries were reported.

Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan would not say whether the drone, which
crashed late Saturday in North Waziristan, belonged to the U.S. mili-
tary, which has thousands of forces hunting al-Qaida and Taliban mili-
tants on the Afghan side of the rugged border.

Reservist’s auction nets $3,000 for gear

SAN FRANCISCO — An 18-year-old Army reservist whose decision
to auction off sports memorabilia to buy equipment for his unit drew
criticism has raised nearly $3,000.

Sean Flynn’s plans became public last month as the military was
being criticized for not adequately supplying some troops in Iraq.

The 10-day eBay auction ended last week and raised $2,806, plus
about $1,000 in donations.

Half the total will go to support Mothers of Military Servicemem-
bers, while the remainder will buy a luxury item such as a laptop com-
puter or satellite phone for the Mountain View-based 445th Civil Af-
fairs Battalion.

From The Associated Press
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Budget cuts could hit Raptor production

BY RENAE MERLE
The Washington Post

'WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is con-
sidering cutting some of its largest pro-
grams, including the F/A-22 Raptor, to help
bring down the budget deficit during the
next few years and offset war costs, accord-
ing to congressional and industry sources.

The proposals are considered tentative
and have not been approved by the Office
of Management and Budget or Congress,
where they could face substantial resis-
tance. The Pentagon is not scheduled to re-
lease its fiscal 2006 budget proposal until
February.

The proposal also is expected to include
significant cuts to the Navy’s shipbuilding
budget. “No service is getting away
scot-free,” said a Senate aide, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity because the pro-
cess is in its early stages.

The cuts would confirm Wall Street and
industry concerns that the Pentagon’s hefty
budget eventually would have to be tem-
pered to offset the cost of the war and the
budget deficit. In an interview last week,
James Albaugh, president of Boeing Co.’s
defense unit, said budget pressure was the
chief obstacle facing the industry next
year.

“The big programs are all going to be
looked at, just because of their size,” Al-

LOCKHEED MARTIN/AP

The F/A-22 Raptor could be a casualty of Defense Department budget cuts, according to

congres:
plans until February.
baugh said.

Defense Department spokesman Eric
Ruff said nothing is final until the budget is
submitted and that the 2006 budget is likely
to include an overall increase. “Throughout
this budget process we have focused on mil-
itary capabilities: agility, speed, precision
and flexibility,” Ruff said.

al and industry sources. However, the Pentagon will not release its budget

Ruff declined to specify any programs,
but acknowledged that changes to the tacti-
cal air programs were being discussed.
“It’s only fair that we look back at the pro-
grams that were begun two or three de-
cades ago to meet Cold War challenges 7
Ruff said. “The services have been review-
ing their priorities given today’s world and

they are making decisions about where to
‘make their investments.”

The Navy’s budget proposal already in-
cludes several program reductions, includ-
ing building only four ships in fiscal 2006,
compared with nine planned for the cur-
rent fiscal year, and delaying production of
a new generation of destroyers, defense
and industry sources have said.

Under the current proposal, Lockheed
Martin Corp.’s F/A-22 would remain fully
funded through 2008 with the company
building 24 to 26 of the planes a year, ac-
cording to the sources. But funding for the
program could stop or dwindle after 2008,
the sources said. The cuts would mean
Lockheed would produce 160 to 170 of the
aircraft instead of the 277 the Air Force cur-
rently projects, the sources said. The future
of the program could depend on the Qua-
drennial Defense Review the Pentagon is
conducting to assess what it will need to
fight the wars of the future.

While we have not been notified of any
changes to the F/A-22 program, if in fact
these cuts do occur, they would not take
place for several years and we believe the
aircraft will prove its value and we would
hope to see the number of aircraft re-
stored,” said Dennis R. Boxx, a Lockheed
spokesman.

Any cuts to the Raptor are expected to
be resisted by supporters in Congress, who
have fought off previous attempts to cut
back or cancel the program.

P
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allegations early on

The Associated Press

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
— A top Air Force attorney was
quickly notified 2V> years ago
about a letter alleging that rapes
were going unpunished at the Air
Force Academy, but she later told
investigators she learned of the
letter more than a year later, ac-
cording to a published report.

General Counsel Mary Walker,
the Air Force’s top civilian law-
yer, was briefed via e-mail days
after an anonymous June 28,
2002, letter alleged the academy
was discounting rape reports and
blaming female cadets for being
attacked, The (Colorado Springs)
Gazette reported Friday, citing
newly obtained documents.

But Walker told Pentagon inves-
tigators she knew nothing of the
letter until fall 3 — months
after the scandal went public, a
new report says.

“I think this certainly raises a
lot of concerns about how truthful
she’s been with members of Con-
gress and members of the Fowler
Commission,” said Sen. Wayne Al-
lard, the Colorado Republican
who led efforts to uncover the
scandal.

“I think it would be a good idea
to put her under oath and get her
to testify,” Allard said.

Walker did not respond to a re-
quest for comment from the news-
paper and an Air Force spokes-
man did not immediately return a
message Friday.

A congressmnal panel led by
former Rep. Tillie Fowler was
critical of a report by a group led
by Walker. Fowler said the group
tried to “shield Air Force head-

quarters from public criticism”
by downplaying leadership fail-
ures.

In contrast, the Defense Depart-
ment’s inspector general recently
exonerated Walker and 20 others.
Allard is seeking hearings on the
differences before the Senate
Armed Services Committee.

The anonymous June 2002 let-
ter emerged along with other doc-
uments this week in the inspector
general’s report.

he letter,

then-Air Force Secretary James
Roche, Chief of Staff John Jump-
er and others, said female cadets
“are being raped and sexually ha-
rassed by male cadets and acade-
my officials refuse to prosecute
the male rapists.”

The newspaper said that it ob-
tained records showing Walker’s
deputy, William Atlee, told her of
the letter in a July 3, 2002, e-mail.

“Sounds horrible. Keep me ad-
vised,” Walker responded.

two exchanged five
e-mails that day labeled “new
academy allegations,” and over
the next two months they traded
numerous messages titled “acade-
my report,” “academy matter”
and “recent events at USAFA.”

The messages were censored
by Air Force officials before
being released, the newspaper
said.

The Pentagon report cites Walk-
er’s Jan. 22 testimony to investiga-
tors in which she said she “didn’t
know anything” about the letter
until a Sept. 30, 2003, hearing.

alker's investigation conclud-
ed there was “no systemic accep-
tance of sexual assault (or) institu-
tional avoidance of responsibili-
.

addressed to
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IN THE STATES

Iraq, Iran, N. Korea at top of Bush’s agenda

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The three counmes
President Bush called an “axis of evil”

his first term are at the top of his forelgn
policy to-do list in the
second, along with a
revitalized ~Mideast
peace process and
continued efforts to re-
pair European allianc-
es frayed by the
invasion of

War and reconstruc-
tion in Iraq are likely
to continue to com-
mand more attention

any other interna-
tional issues, at least
for the first couple of years of Bush’s new

four-year term.
“The first priority has got to be getting

Bush

Traq right,” said Max Boot, a conservative
expert on national security at the Council
on Foreign Relations.

But in the short run, the Bush adminis-
tration also must juggle a complicated re-
sponse to the devastation from the tsunami
across South Asia amid some complaints
that the rich United States is not doing
enough.

The massive relief effort — for which
the United States increased its financial
aid commitment Friday to $350 million —
is drawing attention away from prepara-
tions for elections scheduled for Jan. 30 in
Traq, but the distraction will probably be

On Iraq, the administration will get a
: ; Il get 2

control — would complicate U.S. foreign
policy far beyond Irag.

Bush seemed to acknowledge that Iraq
remains Job No. 1 during a year-end news
conference.

“We have a vital interest in the success
of a free Iraq. You see, free societies do not
export terror,” Bush said.

Iran and North Korea, the other two
countries in Bush’s famous axis, loom near-
ly as large as Iraq. The United States sus-
pects both countries are on their way to
possessing nuclear weapons, or already
have them. Both have repressive or author-
itarian governments that could interfere
with their neighbors or worse.

US. policy in all three nations is yoked
to the conti terrorism, since

real and 00st i
elections scheduled there for the end of
this month come off well, Boot and others
said. Another round of elections is planned
for later in 2005.

The alternative — protracted turmoil
and violence that the United States cannot

all three are potential training grounds or
arsenals for terrorists.

Bush must decide how much to push
Iran and North Korea diplomatically; how
much to cooperate with European efforts
to contain the nuclear threats; and how

much to listen to hawks in his own govern-
ment who may press for a limited airstrike
against Iranian nuclear facilities.

At the same time, Bush may play a cen-
tral role in the next phase of peace negotia-
tions between Israel and the Palestinians.
For now, Britain is taking that lead while
all sides await the outcome of Jan. 9 elec-
tions to choose a successor to Yasser
Arafat.

China will probably also be a major
focus of U.S. economic and diplomatic ef-
forts during Bush’s next four years, and
not just because of its vast size and resourc-
es. China could help contain or confront
North Korea, said Patrick Cronin, a for-
eign policy analy.sl at the Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies.

Bush will also have a wary eye on Rus-
sia, the Cold War nemesis turned ally in
the war on terror. The administration
chose mostly to hold its tongue as Russian
President Vladimir Putin consolidated po-
litical and economic power while muting
independent media organizations, but may

now adopt a harder line.

BY DANA PRIEST
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Adminis-
tration officials are preparing
long-range plans for indefinitely
imprisoning suspected terror-
ists whom they do not want to
set free or turn over to courts in
the Umted States or other coun-

to

U.S. plans for indefinite
jailing of terror suspects

the transfer of large numbers of
Afghan, Saudi and Yemeni de-
tainees from the military’s
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, deten-
tion center into new U.S.-built
prisons in their home countries.
The prisons would be operated
by those countries but the State
Department, where this idea
originated, would ask lhem to

abide

defense and diplomatic officials.

The Pentagon and the CIA
have asked the White House to
decide on a more permanent ap-
proach for potentially lifetime
detentions, including for hun-
dreds of people now in military
and CIA custody whom the gov-
ernment does not have enaugh

which also involves the State De-
partment, would also affect
those expected to be captured in
the course of future counterter-
rorism operations.

“We’ve been operating in the
moment because that'’s what
has been required,” said a se-

official in-

uman
rights standards and would mon-
itor compliance, the senior ad-
ministration official said.

As part of a solution, the De-
fense Department, which holds
500 prisoners at Guantanamo
Bay, plans to ask Congress for
$25 million to build a 200-bed
prison to hold detainees who are
unlikely to ever go through a
military tribunal for lack of evi-
dence,

Longtime Calif. congressman dies

The Associated Press

BETHESDA, Md. — Democr:
ic Rep. Robert T. Matsui of Cali-
fornia, who spent time in an in-
ternment camp for Japa-
nese-Americans as an infant dur-
ing World War II and went on to
serve 26 years in Congress repre-
senting the Sacramento area, has
died of complications from a rare
disease, his family said Sunday.

Matsui, 63, died Saturday night
at the National Naval Medical
Center just outside Washington,
D.C.

Matsui juggled political and pol-
icy roles during more than a quar-
ter-century in Congress. He was
the chairman of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Commit-
tee for the past two years, in

charge of the unsuccessful effort
to regain control of the House.

He also was the third-ranking
Democrat on the powerful House
Ways and Means Committee,
where he was his party’s point
man on Social Security legisla-
tion.

In a statement announcing Mat-
sui’s death, his office disclosed
that the congressman was diag-
nosed several months ago with
Milo Dysplastic Disorder, a rare
stem cell disorder that reduces
the body’s ability to produce red
blood cells, white blood cells and
platelets. Victims of the disease
are left more susceptible to other
illnesses, with less ability to fight
them off. The statement said Mat-
sui entered the hospital on Dec.
24 with pneumonia.

Matsui was recently re-elected
with ease to his 14th term in Con-
gress. His death will trigger a spe-
cial election for a new representa-
tive in his Sacramento-area dis-
trict.

Matsui was born in 1941. The
following year, his family was
among the Japanese-Americans
forced into internment camps dur-
ing World War IL Decades later,
he helped pass legislation that
apologized for the internment pol-
icy and provided compensation
for the survivors.
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The new prison, dubbed Camp
6, would allow inmates more
comfort and freedom than they
have now, and would be de-
signed for prisoners who the gov-
ernment believes have no more

th :

nior
volved in the discussions, who
said the current detentmn sys-
tem has strained relations be-
tween the United States and
other countries. “Now we can
take a breath. We have the abili-
ty and need to look at long-term
solutions.”

One proposal under review is

said. It would be modeled on a
U.S. prison and would allow so-
cializing among inmates.

“Since global war on terror is
a long-term effort it makes
sense for us to be looking at solu-
tions for long-term problems,”
said Bryan Whitman, a Penta-
gon spokesman.

Powell not interested in running for political office
WASHINGTON — As he prepares to end his tenure as secretary of

state, Colin Powell is ruling out a run for political office.

Asked on the Sunday talk shows if he had any plans to seek elective

office, Powell responded with a firm and quick, “N
He said he has 1o immediate plans o wiite & book, cither.

Povell said he realy has't niled down exactly what he's going to

“I’m still looking at the opportunities that are out there aﬂer I retire.
I'm sure there will be opportunities to serve in a public way,” Powell
told NBC’s “Meet the Press.

“Idon’t intend to go hibernate for the rest of my life. And so we'll see
what happens. I hope to continue to serve the country in some way in
private life,” he added.

Powell also appeared on CBS and CNN.

From The Associated Press

ents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — One person’s

trash is another person’s trea-
sure.
A lucky find is even better if
you don’t have to pay anything
for that treasure. But getting
quality stuff for free doesn’t
mean you have to linger curb-
side after flea markets, major
holidays or moving sales.

A movement called “free-cy-
cling” — posting items you'd
like to give away on Internet
message boards — is gaining mo-
mentum across the nation. The
idea is to reduce the amount of
useable items ending up in land-
fills.

There are almost 2,000 ciies
with such give-away groups an
more than 700,000 bl
free-cyclers, reports Freecy-
cle.org, a resource for users.

Free-cycle unwanted items

Be sure to check the rules be-
fore you write a post offering up
that end table in your garage,
the litter of kittens your cat just
had or your dateless best friend
for a night on the town. Free-cy-
cling has a few strict rules: You
cannot sell or trade anything,
you can't list anything illegal or
age-inappropriate (such as alco-
hol where minors might access
the posting), and you can’t list
personal ads or otherwise try to
free-cycle people.

Each group makes its own
guidelines about what can be
posted.

Generally you can post items
you' ’d like to give away or items
you're looking for. Groups may
or may not allow postings to find
new homes for pets.

To search for a group near
you, visit www.freecycle.org.

n
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NASA fired up about real-life Deep Impact

BY MARCIA DUNN

The Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — The big,
grown-up boys on the NASA team can hard-
Iy wait. Next Fourth of July, they get to
bust up a comet, Hollywood-style.

“Blow things up? I'm there. Yeah, I don’t

have any issue with that,” says Richard
Grammier, manager of the project for Jet
Propulsion Laboratory. (And, oh yeah, he
used to work with explosives in the mili-
tary.)
e spacecraft is called Deep Impact,
just like the 1998 movie about a comet
headed straight for Earth. NASA’s goal is
to blast a crater into Comet Tempel 1 and
analyze the ice, dust and other primordial
stuff hurled out of the pit.

Mission planners say the energy pro-
duced will be like 4.5 tons of TNT going off
— producing a fireworks display for the
world’s observatories.

Scientists know little about comets and
even less about their nuclei, or cores.
Those involved with the project believe
that penetrating the interior for observa-
tions by space and ground telescopes is the
next best thing to actually landing, scoop-
ing up samples and delivering them to
Earth.

“A sample return would be the ultimate,
but this is one exciting mission because for
the first time we're actually reaching out
and we’re going to create our own crater,”
says Donald Yeomans, a senior research

scientist at JPL in California — and an ad-
viser on the movie.

“We’ll understand how the comet is put
together, its density, its porosity, whether
it has a surface crust and underlying ices,
whether it's layered ice, whether it's a
wimpy comet or whether it's a rock-hard
ice ball. All of these things will become ap-
parent after we smack it.”

Astronomers are counting on Deep Im-
pact to live up to its Hollywood name on
July 4, six months after its mid-January
launch.

Thls is one spacecraft NASA wants to

mash and trash.

“It ‘would be like it’s standing in the mid-
dle of the road and this huge semi coming
down at it at 23,000 mph, you know, just
bam!” Grammier says.

If all goes well, Deep Impact will be the
first spacecraft to touch the surface of a
comet. NASA’s Stardust spacecraft — on
its way back to Earth with dust from
Comet Wild 2 — flew through the coma, or
dusty gas cloud.

Deep Impact will have traveled 268 mil-
lion miles from the time it is launched
aboard an unmanned rocket until it inter-
sects with Comet Tempel 1 just beyond the
orbit of Mars, at a point more than 80 mil-
lion miles from Earth.

Liftoff is targeted for Jan. 12, two weeks
late because of software and rocket prob-
lems. NASA has until Jan. 28 to launch Deep
Impact. After that, Tempel 1 will be beyond
rocket reach and scientists will have to pick
another comet and swallow a lengthy delay.
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ose Parade celebrates American families

BY PAUL CHAVEZ
The Associated Press

PASADENA, Calif.
undreds of thousands
of revelers welcomed
the new year Saturday
by lining the streets to

watch the 116th Rose Parade, fea-
turing a 45-foot-tall replica of Dis-
neyland’s Sleeping Beauty Castle
and a train more than 200 feet
long — the longest float in parade
history.

The Rose Parade featured 50
flower-covered floats reflecting
the theme “Celebrate Family”
with a fanciful mix of characters,
including a 50-foot robot, a drag-
on teaching its child to fly and a
family of frogs on a bicycle trying
to escape a menacing French
chef.

Mickey Mouse was the grand
marshal of the parade, which was
followed by a down-to-the wire
Rose Bowl that ended with a
38-37 victory for Texas over Mich-
igan.
A 207-foot, firework-spouting
train float, called “Families
Across America,” drew loud
cheers and won the award for ex-
ceptional showmanship and dra-

matic impact for a float more
than S5 feet long.

“It was just a massive float,”
said Jean Dormann, of Walnut
Creek, Calif.,, who watched the pa-
rade.

Among the most spectacular
floats was the robot that fired jets
of carbon dioxide — the parade’s
first entry ever by NASA’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory and the Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology.

The parade’s award for most
beautiful floral presentation and
design went to “Playful Pandamo-
nium,” which depicted a family of
panda bears frolicking in a misty
forest and stream.

The New Year’s extravaganza
was led by the Disneyland float, a
45-foot-tall replica of Sleeping
Beauty Castle commemorating
the upcoming 50th anniversary of
the theme park.

The float was covered with
white, yellow and lavender
mums, plus “an ample touch of
genuine Disney pixie dust,” ac-
cording to the parade program.

“It was very fun and beautiful,”
said Tyler Bratton, a 10-year-old
who snapped photos of his first
Rose Parade.

The parade began with a roar-

The International Music Products Association’s float titled “Music Makes Us a Family,” winner of the Bob
Hope Humor Trophy, makes its way down Colorado Blvd., during the 116th Annual Rose Parade on Saturday

in Pasadena, Calif.
ing flyover by an Air Force B-2
stealth bomber that brought spec-
tators to their feet.

It was followed by a float spon-
sored by the city of Alhambra,

Calif, depicting a floral eagle and
two American flags.

Many of the parade-watchers
had staked out front-row seats on
Friday and spent the night hud-

dled around curbside barbecues
or wrapped in blankets.
Overnight temperatures
dipped into the low 40s, but Satur-
day’s skies were clear and sunny.

At least it’s for charity

Participants enter the water during the 17th Annual Lobster Dip
race into the Atlantic Ocean at Old Orchard Beach, Maine, on Satur-
day. Close to 500 people braved the 42-degree water while helping
to raise funds for the Maine Special Olympics.

Overused English words take hit
in the annual word-ban campaign

BY DAVID N. GOODMAN
The Associated Press

DETROIT — From wardrobe
malfunctions to erectile dysfunc-
tion, it's been a tough year all
around for the guardians of En-
glish — language purists from
blue, red and battleground states
who long to say “You're fired!” to
offensive words and phrases.

More than 2,000 nominations ar-
rived in Michigan’s far north,
‘where a committee at Lake Superi-
or State University in Sault Ste.
Marie released its 2005 compila-
tion of language irritants Friday.

Among the 22 expressions on
the “List of Words Banished from
the Queen’s English for Mis-Use,
Over-Use and General Useless-
ness” are “blog,” “sale event,”
“body wash” and “zero percent
APR financing.”

“We're uber-serious about this
list,” said committee organizer
Tom Pink, referring to the Ger-
man prefix meaning “over” or
“super” that increasingly finds its
way into English.

Group members act as “linguis-
tic sounding boards,” said John

The Associated Press

Lake Superior State University’s 2005 list
of banished words, and comments from
contributors:

Blue states/red states

' Flip flop/flip flopper/fip flopping

W Battleground state

® And | approve this message

m Pockets of resistance

= Improvised explosive device, or what
once was known as a

m Enemy combatant
m Carbs

m Yourre fired!

(] I.'Der

W ‘Izzle’ speak, as in such expressions
ot e g Torsure

And the nominees are.

® Wardrobe malfunction

Blog and its variations, including blog-
967, BIOGGed bogaIng, DIoaoSPHEre

® Webinar, for seminar on the Web

m Zero percent APR financing

m safe and effective

® Erectile dysfunction

Journey, in reaction to reality show

contestant comments about “how amaz-
ing the journey was”

® Body wash, once known as soap

m sale event

® All new, as in television episodes

And morel, as in ‘It's a hamburger
e, bt oS mich, fuch mare:

Source: Lake Superior State University

Shibley, co-compiler of the list.

Now in its 30th year, the banned
word list has drawn imitators and
critics. Among the latter are mem-
bers of the American Dialect Soci-
ety, who choose their “Words of
the Year” at a Jan. 7 annual meet-
ing in Oakland, Calif. Made up of
academic linguists, the group is
less judgmental and more descrip-

tive in its approach.

Many words appear on both
lists.

Shibley said the Lake Superior
State group compiles the list in
the spirit of fun, and going
through old lists can be “like com-
ing across a lost script from an
Austin Powers movie.”

Ohio Supreme Court bans tobacco ads on free matchbooks

The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Matchbooks given
out at bars and stores cannot bear advertis-
ing for cigarettes or other tobacco prod-
ucts under the 1998 settlement involving
46 states and the major tobacco compa-
nies, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled

The promotional matchbooks fit the defi-
nition of merchandise and are governed

by the ban on youth-oriented tobacco mar-
keting in the settlement, which included
Ohio, according to Thursday’s unanimous
ruling.

Ohio sued R.J. Reynolds over match-
books advertising the company’s cigarette
brands, saying they were marketing mer-
chandise prohibited in the settlement.

Reynolds, a subsidiary of Reynolds
American Inc., contended the matchbooks

were not banned by the detailed agree-
ment, which ended class-action lawsuits

brought by the states.
Reynolds won in Franklin County Com-
mon Pleas Court, which held that free
i But

facturer’s promotional materials saying
that “for every person who picks up a
matchbook, there are eight other people
‘who typically see it.”

The states that signed the settlement

‘were not
the 10th Ohio District Court of Appeals in
Columbus reversed that ruling, and the Su-
preme Court agreed.
‘The ruling quoted the matchbook manu-

with the are sup-
posed to get the $206 billion over 25 years,
including $10 billion for Ohio. In addition,
the tobacco companies promised not to
market to children and teens.
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Heating oil prices create firewood deman

BY CLARKE CANFIELD
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — Fire-
wood sales — and prices — are
rising in New England and parts
of the West this winter, fueled by
increasingly expensive oil and
kerosene.

The strong demand has pushed
prices to their highest levels ever,
said Peter Lammert, a forester
with the Maine Forest Service.

Seasoned firewood is now sell-
ing for roughly $180 to $230 a
cord compared to between $140
and $160 a year ago in Maine, he
said.

Similar prices are being report-
ed in New Hampshire and Ver-
mont.

Ray Colton of Pittsfield, Vt.,
said his company has sold more
than 4,000 cords this season,
about 1,000 more than last yea
“We're selling as fast as we pro
duce,” he said.

A cord is a stack of firewood 4
feet wide, 8 feet long and 4 feet
high.

Oil prices are hovering at close
to $2 a gallon in Maine, up more
than 30 percent from a year ago.
At $2.18 a gallon, kerosene is 56

cents more than last year. And
propane averages $2.06 a gallon,
up 43 cents from a year ago.

Prices are also up out West, in-
cluding in Colorado, where local
hardwood begins at $180 per cord
and imported oak costs $300.

Even with firewood prices heat-
ing up, Paul Reed Jr., owner of
Reed's Firewood in Durham, said
consumers can still save hun-
dreds of dollars in the winter by
burning wood.

“Firewood at $180 a cord is still
a deal compared to what it costs
to heat your home with oil,” he
said.

Paul Reed Sr. moves firewood at Reed’s Firewood in Durham, Maine.
With heating oil prices hovering around $2 a gallon, firewood demand
is up across Maine and northern New England this season.

Nobel winner Axelrod dies at 92; studied nerve cell communication

The Associated Press

ROCKVILLE, Md. — Julius Ax-
elrod, a National Institutes of
Health neuroscientist who won
the Nobel Prize for his work on
how nerve cells communicate
and affect behavior, has died. He
was 92.

He died Dec. 29 at his home in
Rockville.

Axelrod shared the 1970 Nobel
in physiology or medicine with
two other scientists, Bernard
Katz of Britain and Ulf von Euler
of Sweden. Their work on chemi-

cals released by nerve endings
formed the E—
foundation

for a host of
new antide-

Prozac and
Zoloft.
Earlier in
his career,
Axelrod
helped iden-
tify acetami-

Axelrod

nophen,
used in the pain reliever Tylenol.

“His contributions to pharma-
cology, especially in terms of how
drugs act in the brain, were ex-
traordinary,” Dr. Solomon Sny-
der, director of the neuroscience
department at the Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine,
told The New York Times.

The son of Jewish immigrants
from Poland, Axelrod was born
May 30, 1912, in New York. He
graduated from City College of
New York in 1933 and hoped to
become a doctor but was rejected
by several medical schools be-
cause of strict quotas on Jews.

He earned a master’s degree in
chemistry from New York Univer-
sity in 1941 and a doctorate in
pharmacology  from  George
Washington University in 1955.

Axelrod worked with drug re-
searcher Bernard Brodie at Gold-
water Memorial Hospital in New
York in the 1940s, studying pain
medicines. The two found that ac-
etaminophen was the active ingre-
dient in a then-common headache
treatment.

In 1955, Axelrod joined the
NIH as head of the pharmacology
division, where he worked on neu-

rotransmitters, chemicals passed
between nerve cells in the brain.
At the time, scientists believed
that neurotransmitters were bro-
ken down after being released by
nerve cells.

But Axelrod discovered some
were pumped back into the cells
that produced them.

Blocking the return of those
neurotransmitters became the
basis for a generation of anti-de-
pressant drugs.

Axelrod retired from NIH in
1984 but continued to work on
projects at the research center.
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Murphy’s mansion on the market

Actor-comedian Eddie Murphy’s seven-bedroom man-
sion that includes a bowling alley, theater and recording
studio is on the market for $30 million.

Murphy, 43, who has owned the
gated estate in Englewood, N.J.,
known as “Bubble Hill” for 18 years,
put it on the market this month, The
Rewrd of Bergen County reported.

he star of “Trading Places,”
“Beverly Hills Cop” and “The Nutty
Professor” bought the
25,000-square-foot home in 1986,
four years after it was built.

“Ifs an absolutely magnificent,
stupendous house,” Mary Lenk of
Burgdorff, Realtors ERA told the
newspaper.

The mansion also carries a hefty annual property tax
bill, totaling nearly $200,000 this year, tax records
showed.

Murphy

Alda relishes villain role

Alan Alda, who plays a scheming senator in Martin
Scorsese’s new film, “The Aviator,” says there’s some-
thing appealing about being the villain.

“Idon't just want power, I want absolute power. That's
nice,” he told AP Radio of his role in
the Howard Hughes biopic.

“The other thing is as a person, it’s
fun to be able to go in and spend the
whole day just being ruthless,” he
said. “I'mean, we’d all like to be ruth-
less once in awhile.”

Alda — perhaps best known for
his Emmy-winning role as “Hawk-
eye” Pierce on the '70s come-
dy-drama “M.A.S.H.” — also plays a
senator on NBC’s “The West Wing.”

But the roles couldn’t be more dif-
ferent.

“The guy in ‘The Aviator’ is a total scuzzball,” the
68-year-old actor said. “And the guy on ‘West Wing,’ he
has principles, he’s an idealist, he wants to do good for the
country, and he’s running for president.”

Tough to get cash off poker champ

Greg Raymer, the 2004 World Series of Poker champi-
on, apparently knows how to wield more than a stack of
chips when everything is riding on it.

The soft-spoken patent attorney from Stonington,
Conn., fought off a pair of attackers Dec. 20 at the Bella-
gio hotel-casino after he had finished playing a cash
game of poker, according to a Las Vegas police report.

Raymer was returning to his room about 2 a.m. when
two men approached, the report said. As he opened the
door to the room, they tried to push him in.

But Raymer resisted and began struggling with the
men, the report said. As he was fighting, one of the men
pulled out a gun and said: “We just want the money.”

But Raymer didn’t give up, and yelled for security,
causing the men to flee.

A security officer said one of the suspects was a poker
player and also recognized him from a previous incident.

Police made an arrest in the case but the report did
identify the person.

Bosnia honors Sontag

Sarajevo authorities will name a street after Susan
Sontag, who helped the city’s residents during the
1992-95 Bosnian war.

Sontag, 71, died Tuesday in New
York from complications of leuke-
mia.

“The city of Sarajevo [and] its citi-
zens express their sincere thanks to
an author and a humanist who ac-
tively participated in the creation
of the history of Sarajevo and Bos-
nia,” said a statement Thursday
from the office of Mayor Muhidin
Hamamdzic.

A plaque in Sontag’s honor will
be installed on one of the city’s the-
aters, the statement also said.

Sontag made numerous visits during the war and lob-
bied for the end of the siege of the Bosnian capital. In
1993, Sontag and a group of actors and directors staged
a production of “Waiting for Godot” at the Youth The-
ater.

Sontag

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Bardem
sees

inside

Javier Bardem spent weeks
researching the lives of
quadriplegics in preparation for his;
starring role in “The Sea Inside.”

i\

Acclaimed Spanish actor explores the debate
behind the right to die in “The Sea Inside’

BY ELAINE DUTKA
Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD — Four years ago, after Javier Bardem
walked off with a host of best-actor awards and became the
first Spaniard to be nominated for an Oscar in that catego-
ry, Hollywood came calling. His unforgettable turn as a
gay Cuban writer coping with political suppression and
AIDS in Julian Schnabel’s “Before nghl Falls” propelled
the sleepy-eyed sex symbol from “zero to 100 miles per
hour,” as he puts it — virtually overnight.

While many of his countrymen had gone the Latin-lover
route or played ethnic sidekicks in cop movies, Bardem
sidestepped the celebrity trap. Tempting as it was to work
with director Steven Spielberg, he turned down the role
eventually played by Colin Farrell in “Mi-
nority Report” for fear that his English
would slow the banter.

Instead, he put on 30 pounds in 2002 to
portray a struggling dockworker in the
acclaimed “Mondays in the Sun,” Spain’s
foreign-language Oscar entry. The same
year, he played a detective trying to keep
his soul clean in John Malkovich’s direc-
torial debut, “The Dancer Upstairs.”

Born in the Canary Islands and a resi-
dent of Madrid, Spain, the actor is a su-
perstar in his homeland, signing on to
projects roughly every two years. Most
recently, he accepted a cameo as a drug
dealer in “Collateral” so he could work with director
Michael Mann for a day.

Bardem’s heroes are not the outsized characters endem-
ic to celluloid, but everyday folk trying to stay afloat in the
face of trymg circumstances. In Fine Line Features’ “The
Sea Inside,” the impediments are so severe that the protag-
onist is fighting to die. With $25 million in ticket sales, the
movie is the highest-grossing Spanish film of the year and
the country’s entry in the best foreign language film race.

Four million people have seen “The Sea Inside” in Spain
alone, reviving the nation’s euthanasia debate. On the Hol-
Iywood front, there’s Oscar buzz surrounding the picture
and Bardem’s performance.

Based on the true story of poet Ramon Sampedro, the
$13 million film deals with a quadriplegic who spent 30
years in bed after a diving accident. He’s drawn to an at-
tractive attorney (Belen Rueda) who supports his cause
and to a divorced neighbor (Lola Duenas) who’s trying to
convince him that life is worth living. Despite the infusion
of love, however, the charismatic Sampedro stands firm. In
a case that captured the imagination of the public, he failed

&k /“The Sea Inside”]
is about medicine,
religion and
government —
who owns
your life?¥y

Javier Bardem

to get legal approval for assisted suicide. In 1998, a friend
reported finding him dead in bed and an autopsy revealed
traces of cyanide.

Premiering at the Venice International Film Festival in
September, the film took the jury grand prize and Bardem
was voted best actor. In his mind, it's a movie about a
man’s determination to regain the freedom denied him by
institutions.

“The movie is about medicine, religion and government
— who owns your life?” the 35-year-old actor says. “The
three of them want to serve the cake of your destiny. I sup-
port Sampedro’s desire to pass away — and I admire those
‘who want to keep living. Life doesn’t have the same mean-
ing for everybody — it’s not either/or, good/evil as our lead-
ers want us to believe.

“Is it ‘mercy’ to make someone suffer
because I decide he should live?”

Alluding to Sampedro’s book “Letters
From Hell,” he adds: “The man philoso-
phized about life and death, sex, family,
law, church — on the level of Dosto-
evsky. We're not talking about a teenager
who feels misunderstood.”

The youngest member of a Spanish act-
ing dynasty, Bardem was director Alejan-
dro Amenabar’s only choice to play the
S5-year-old invalid.

“When he delivers, Javier has amazing
magnetism,” says 32-year-old Amena-

ar, who also co-wrote, co-produced,
scored and edited the film. “Like Sampedro, he manages to
be seductive, using only his eyes and his voice. He’s both in-
stinctive and prepared, mad and disciplined, which was
needed for the role. Every day for three months, Javier
had five hours of makeup before lying motionless in bed
for 10 hours. Even between takes, he couldn’t move much
because it would disrupt continuity.”

Bardem had portrayed a paralyzed policeman in Pedro
Almodovar’s “Live Flesh” (1997), but Sampedro’s plight
was different. In summer 2003, detail-obsessed Bardem
spent weeks speaking with doctors and quadriplegics in a
Spanish hospital.

He learned about labored breathing and the need to
speak in short, direct sentences. Externals also informed
the characterization. After his head and eyebrows were
shaved, makeup designer Jo Allen (“The Hours”) applied
layers of burning liquid to age his skin. It was then that he
began to understand, “from experience rather than theo-
ry,” a smidgen of what Sampedro endured. And when he
looked at his older self with glasses, he recalls with a smile,
he saw his late father’s face.
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A painful fight cheered the an-
DALLAS — A nouncement, nearly
21-year-old man bit w» as much as their

off a co-worker’s ear after ~  team’s victory.

an argument over money, Manitoba Premier

police said.

Doctors were able to re-
attach Anthony Tran'’s ear,
police said.

Co-worker Ray Leon
Jefferson was in Dallas
County jail on $25,000 PR,

bail facing an aggra- >
vated robbery
charge.

The dispute began at a plant of
Strategic Partners, a distributor
of medical uniforms. According to
police, Jefferson asked Tran, 21,
for change for a $100 bill. Tran
pulled a $20 bill and a $50 bill
from his wallet. Jefferson took
both bills, the police report said.

After telling Jefferson to return
the money, police said, Tran held
a pen to Jefferson’s stomach. A
scuffle ensued, and Tran’s ear
was bitten off, the police report
said.

Snowhoarding death
BRECKENRIDGE — A
42-year-old  snowboarder

hit a tree at the Breckenridge ski
area and died, the third accidental
death this season at a Colorado re-
sort.

The snowboarder, Curt Hubbell
of Castle Rock, was wearing a pro-
tective helmet and apparently died
of internal injuries, according to
the coroner. An autopsy was sched-
uled for this week.

Now that’s old school

CANTON — High school

students taking teacher
Marc Biss's multimedia class
know their iPods, MP3 players,
DVDs and HDTV. Of that, there is
no doubt.

But when it comes to microfilm,
mimeographs and fuzz busters,
you might as well be speaking in
FORTRAN.

Not a single one of Biss’s 37 mul-
timedia and Web design students
at GlenOak High School knew
what microfilm or a mimeograph
were. The majority thought a fuzz
buster was a vacuum sweeper.

Beta, 8-track tapes and 45 rpm
are also lost on them. Junior Sam
Bendekgey asked if Beta is a medi-
cine.

Most of the students seemed
vaguely familiar with rotary
phones because some grandpar-
ents still use them.

Fifteen-year-old Neil Harvey
thought 45 rpm referred to “how
fast a modem runs.”

After getting an explanation,
Harvey understood.

“You mean those giant black

iscs? My parents have some in the
basement,” he said.

Rare whale watching

m WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH
— No need to blubber —
those endangered whales weren’t
beached or tangled, just feeling
friendly.

An endangered right whale and
her calf swam close to shore here,
exciting onlookers and sending offi-
cials into the Atlantic to make sure
they were safe.

Coast Guard Petty Officer Timo-
thy Johnson said his station was
alerted by a woman who spotted
the whales with binoculars from
her hotel room.

Johnson said a boat was sent out
to get a closer look. He viewed the
‘whales at close range and estimat-

Y

ROUNDUP

ed the mother to be about 50 feet
long, with the calf about half her
size.

There only about 300 of the criti-
cally endangered right whales in
the world’s oceans. The Coast
Guard enforces a strict 500-yard
safety zone around them.

Expensive new crib

—  New
most  expensive
home is no longer a posh Manhat-
tan high rise — that title now
moves to the state’s other tract of
astronomically priced real estate.

An  18,000-square-foot Hamp-
tons retreat has been sold for $45
million, situated on 25 acres of wa-
terfront property on eastern Long
Island. Known as Burnt Point, it
has 14 bathrooms and is equipped
with geothermal air conditioning.

The buyer was Stewart Rahr,
CEO of Kinsey Inc., a pharmaceuti-
cal distributor. Neighbors include
Steven Spielberg, Calvin Klein and
Ronald Perelman.

Putting travel on ice

GRAND FORKS — Leave
it to Canadians to cheer
for ice and snow.

Blowing snow and icy roads
stranded hundreds of fans here
for the World Junior Hockey
Championship.

While Canada was breezing to
an 8-1 win over Finland, authori-
ties announced the closure of Ca-
nadian Highway 75, which turns
into Interstate 29 in North Dako-

Kalluk, a male polar bear at the
San Diego Zoo, tosses a toy
snowman. The zoo created a winter
scene for the bears by blowing 24
tons of snow into their exhibit.

, Gary Doer was among
the nearly 9,600 — mostly
Canadians watching

the game. He said he was

working to get snowplows
back home to clear the roads.
For those stranded, the
American Red Cross set up a
shelter in the city-owned Al-
erus Center.

v

Lawmakers seem bored

LOS ANGELES — During

public hearings, members
of the City Council talk on cell
phones, chat among themselves,
read mail or wander around the
room.
A state appeals court says they
should be doing something else:
paying attention.

Ruling on a suit brought by the
owners of a strip club, the 2nd Dis-
trict Court of Appeal said the
15-member council acts as a
quasi-judicial body when it holds
hearings and has a legal duty to lis-
ten to testimony — or risk violating
citizens’ due process.

In a hearing involving a strip
club owner who was seeking to ex-
tend his hours, both sides “had the
right to be equally heard, not equal-
ly ignored,” the court wrote in a de-
cision, ordering a new hearing.

The city has not said whether it
will appeal.

At the hearing — which also was
Hawaiian Shirt Day for the council
— one council member paced,
deep in a cell phone conversation;
three huddled in conversation; an-
other strolled about the room.

Missing funds

ST. LOUIS — The Missou-

ri Council of the Blind
claims the state has diverted $24
million from a pension fund for the
blind over at least a decade, using
the money for unauthorized, unre-
lated expenses.

The council has asked a judge to
stop the state Department of Social
Services from any more unautho-
rized spending of the pension fund.
‘The council says the state has used
the money for the state budget, tax
refunds, building leases and fringe
benefits to department employees.

The council, which filed the law-
suit in October, plans to ask a
judge to force the state to preserve
the fund’s $4.5 million balance for
pensioners.

Gates at Central Park

NEW YORK — Forklifts

were expected to begin
moving 15,000 steel bases into
place for a public work of art that
will allow visitors to Central Park
to walk through 7,500 gates hung
with panels of saffron-colored fab-
ric.

The temporary work, “The
Gates, Central Park, New York,
1979-2005” by artists Christo and
Jeanne-Claude, will consist of
16-foot-high gates placed along 23
miles of footpaths, usually at
12-foot intervals. Fabric will be sus-
pended from each gate, falling to 7
feet above the ground.

The artists are paying for the
project without sponsorship or do-
nations. Jeanne-Claude said they
were hopeful it would cost less
than $21 million, but said they
would not know the final amount
until the piece is completed.

’ - PV
Emily McDonough, 6, of Bay Village,
Eye on the ball G e o shout 250 Bey Vilage

Bee Bouncers who showed off their basketball handling skills before a
Harlem Globetrotters game at Gund Arena in Cleveland.

\('

Aflock of gulls vie for bread crumbs
tossed by Isaac Moore, of Atlanta, on the

Feeding time
beach on Hilton Head Island, S.C.
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Someone has to fi that

into a sinkhole in the Sun Valley section of Los Angeles.

A Carson City snowplow worker

Clearing the way clears off a street in Kingsington

Park in Carson City, Nev., after a snowstorm came through the area.

Workers watch floodwaters pour into a construction site that turned

Chilly trek

His bike equipped with studded
mountain bike tires, Scott Gomes
heads home from work in the snow
in South Lake Tahoe, Calif.

Riding into 2005

Wranglers from Del's Triangle 3 Ranch make their last ride of 2004 through
the snowy fields of Clark, Colo.

Where the rich rough it

BIG SKY — There’s no dry

cleaner here, no car wash,
nowhere to get a blow dry or a mani-
cure. Looking for a sushi restau-
rant? You'll have to settle for a buffa-
1o burger at the Corral Bar & Grill.

Big Sky is no Aspen, Colo. But
the super rich are flocking here
anyway.

The lure: the Yellowstone Club,
a private, millionaires-only resor
community whose amenities more
than make up for Big Sky’s lack of
a traffic light or a designer bou-
tique. Occupying 22 square miles
of mostly wilderness, it's the only
private club in America that owns
a ski mountain and a world-class
golf course.

“Sometimes you have to pay to
play,” says the Yellowstone Club’s
Web site, which explains that in ex-
change for an initiation fee of
$250,000, a required property pur-
chase of $1 million to $10 million
and annual dues of $16,000, mem-
bers enjoy a gated wonderland that
offers 40 hiking and biking trails,
rivers perfect for fly-fishing and
an 18-hole course designed by
former pro Tom Weiskopf, who is
amember.

Ai

e files bankruptcy

HONOLULU — The parent

company of Aloha Airlines
has filed for Chapter 11 bankrupt-
cy protectlon. less than a month
after announcing it would lay off a
dozen top managers and freeze 35
open management jobs because of
rising fuel costs.

David A. Banmiller, who took
over on Nov. 14 as president and
chief executive of Honolulu-based
Aloha Airgroup Inc,, said the intent
was to help bring costs in line with
competitors who already have filed
for bankruptcy protection.

He cited higher operating costs
such as fuel prices and the need to
renegotiate aircraft leases as the pri-
mary factor in the decision to file.

Coast security upgrade

NEW ORLEANS — The

Coast Guard plans to use
dozens of buoys bobbing off U.S.
coastlines from Maine to Alaska to
extend the reach of a security sys-
tem that monitors large vessels
heading in and out of ports.

The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration has agreed
to let the Coast Guard add transmit-
ters to about 70 buoys by 2007, said
Jeff High, a director of the Coast
Guard’s Maritime Domain Aware-
ness Program in Washington, D.C.

The transmitters will connect to
a communications network that in
2004 began receiving signals from
all large tankers, barges and cruise
vessels heading in and out of major
U.S. ports. To legally enter a U.S.
port, each vessel must be equipped
with a machine that automatically
radios_information — its cargo,
crew list, recent ports of call — to
the Coast Guard.

Citizen review of cops
BOSTON — Boston’s Po-
lice Commissioner Kath-

leen O’Toole has begun the pro-

cess of creating a new citizen re-
view board to investigate civilian
complaints against the depart-

ment, more than a decade after a

failed attempt to create such a

panel.

The board would i

partment’s Internal Affairs Divi-
sion, which handles allegations of
misuse of force, harassment, bias,
and other issues. The board could
look into shootings involving police
officers, and advise O"Toole.

Privacy not protected

COLUMBIA — Officials in

two South Carolina coun-
ties have asked a company to stop
posting some county government
land records online after concerns
about the availability of residents’
Social Security numbers.

Officials in York and Berkeley
counties asked to have some docu-
ments removed from the Web site
registered to Dallas-based Affiliat-
ed Computer Services, Inc.

ACS handles government record
‘management for counties in sever-
al other states, including New Jer-
sey, New York, Ohio, Illinois and
Michigan.

Deadly family dispute

BUFFALO — A man ap-

parently upset over his
share of a family inheritance shot
and killed his sister and broth-
er-in-law and then killed himself,
authorities said.

Dallas County Coroner Bret
Viets said Carolyn Martin called
authorities and reported that her
brother, Bobby Malone, was trying
to get into the couple’s home near
Buffalo in southwest Missouri.

Malone kicked the door in and
shot his brother-in-law, Ronnie
Martin, 60, during a confrontation
in the house, Viets said.

“The sister had gone out the
back door,” he said. “He went out
the back door, shot her, went back
in the house and shot himself.”

Traffic deaths up

BURLINGTON — Vermont

in 2004 saw the highest
number of fatalities on its roads
and highways since 1998.

The state had 97 people die in au-
tomobile crashes during the last
year, including three deaths in one
accident on New Year’s Eve in
Hardwick. The number is a sharp
increase from 2003’s total of 69
and the highest since 104 lost their
lives six years ago.

Cheating alleged

HOUSTON — A newspaper
investigation has found evi-
dence that a Houston elementary
school celebrated for its high test
scores obtained at least some of its
success from cheating.
“Youre expected to cheat
there,” said Donna Garner, a
former teacher at Wesley Elemen-
tary who said her fellow teachers
instructed her on how to give stu-
dents answers while administering
tests. “There’s no way those scores.
are real.”

‘The Dallas Morning News inves-
tigation also found evidence of
cheating at two other schools affili-
ated with Wesley. Wesley, which
has been the subject of many flat-
tering profiles, was the spot where
President Bush went when he
wanted to declare education his
No. 1 priority during his run for
governor in 1994.

The News’ analysis found trou-
bling gaps in test scores at Wesley,
Highland Heights, and Osborne el-
ementaries — all three in the
Acres Homes neighborhood in
Houston.

complaint not resolved by the de-

Stories and photos from wire reports
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ink to icted Gls

1 am appalled by what I've read concern-
ing Maj. Cathy Kaus and her soldiers’ con-
viction at a court-martial for scrounging
(“Why not hold Rumsfeld to same stan-
Trug ubin column, Dec. 27).
She and her bOldlefS made the right deci-
sion to accomplish the mission. Who was in
charge of the legal team that charged her
and her soldiers? They are the ones who
should be put up on charges for stupidity.

1 served in Iraq in 2003 and was mainte-
nance chief for one of the largest mainte-
nance detachments in country. Abandoned
and damaged vehicles were everywhere.
One of our tasks was to retrieve them. Then
we scrounged everything we could from
these unserviceable vehicles to maintain
the ones lhe units needed to accomplish
their miss If the vehicles were aban-
doned by units headed north, then they had
what they needed to accomplish their mis-
sion or they would not have left them be-
hind.

All I can do is Kaus on good

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[Cw"z(?gmde +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

threat by the church, and he was impris-
oned. Now we know the truth, and itis not in-
terpreted as a threat to our religious beliefs.
Today, we don’t imprison our scientists, we
imprison our children in a fortress of igno-
rance that teaches things like creationism
as science. Religion and science need not
compete. They can coexist comfortably, as
they do in the minds and hearts of scientists
all over the world.
Air Force Maj. David Duval
Ramstein Air Base, Germany

New theory: Intelligent design

1 read the letter “Evolution more than
‘theory’ ” (Dec. 20) with great interest. The
writer is quite right in her description of
“theory”: In technical usage, the evolution-
ary model is an established explanation for
the origins of the world in which we live.
Tronically, it is not a very good theory by
that definition.

More and more scientists, religious or
not, are expressing doubts about this theory.
Advances in the fields of astrophysics, geolo-

judgment and a job well done in accomplish-
ing her mission. I agree with the senators
who want all of these fine men and women

to receive clemency.
Master Gunnery Sgt. AR, Nichols (Ret.)
Camp Kinser, Okinawa

Revision shows policy flawed

Retired Navy Cmdr. Scott Smuh 's letter
(“Curfew just a morality move,” 24)
was published before the recent U.S. Forces
Korea fragmentary order 04-51 (dated Dec.
23) came out. This updated AT/FP enhance-
ment clarifies one of the points in his letter.
He stated the “curfew was enacted to manip-
ulate the public’s perception of the military
entertainment districts” — basically a
full-scale attempt to keep the people out of
the “Villes.” A little background on the need
for this “clarification.” A Yongsan facility re-
cently held a New Year’s celebration. As
part of its package plan, you can receive tick-
ets to the party and a room for the night.
When the requests were overwhelming they
had to make agreements with the downtown
Seoul hotels to provide for the overflow de-
mand for rooms.

Now, as we all know, this party will go on
past midnight, the appointed curfew hour,
50 how do organizers get their customers off
the inslallation to Lhe downtown hotels? The

i “During curfew hours,
< authorized from post to home if re-
turning from an official function or installa
tion sponsored activity (movie, club, func-
tion, bowling, etc) in_accordance with
USFK Policy: Travel between installation
and to/from residence/ workplace, during
curfew hours, is authorized.”

Basically, if you bring your money to the
installations and spend it, traveling home is
OK, but if you want to pick your own loca-
tion to celebrate away from the installa-
tions, you have to be home before midnight.
What gives? I have been in and out of South
Korea for more than 12 years and feel safer
here that I would in the States.

Where is the threat? There is nothing post-
ed on the U.S. State Department’s Web site
about the need for a curfew. The leadership

Dooneshury Flashbacks

needs to rethink their position, which seems
to be: Do what you want to the people in uni-
form, they signed on the line and have to fol-
low the military, but leave the civilians

alone.

Additionally, some of the slogans used
here need to also change. “The best place to
live and work in Korea”? Ask the nonmili-
tary people in the Taegu area if this is still
true. “The Assignment of Choice”? Yeah,
right! The leadership has taken my “choice”
away from me.

Dave Garbe
Seoul

Religion, science can coexist

The writer of the Dec. 10 letter “Evolu-
tion is still a theory” states “evolution is still
a theory, as creationism is another theory”
and describes herself as “educated on the
theory of evolution.” She obviously did not
learn about evolution from a science class.
Evolution is a “theory” like other “theo-
ries”: electricity, continental drift, relativity
and the “theory” that the Earth orblts the
sun. A theory is not a guess, it is a statement
that best fits the evidence, is supported by
observation and experiment, and is accept-
ed by experts as fact.

e evidence for evolution is over-
whelming. Are there “disconnects”? Sure.
That’s what makes science fun; that’s what
drives research. Science is not written in
stone, it changes as the evidence changes.
This is one of its strengths but, somehow,
some see it as a weakness.

y have added

to me theory that this cosmos is the product
of intelligent design. From the delicate bal-
ance of our world to support life, to the irre-
ducible complexity of the basic building
blocks of life, many are willing to consider
an explanation that involves something
other than purely naturalistic causes. And
‘many of the so-called proofs of an evolution-
ary hypothesis that have been accepted for
three generations are being found to be un-
tenable in the light of recent discoveries.

Evolution and intelligent design are both
theories in the technical sense. The latter is
the better explanation of the preponderance
of the data. But don’t say that too loudly;
someone might accuse you of being reli-

ious.

Dan Taylor
Baghdad

All troops ensure our freedoms

To U servicemembers:

My family and I wanted to send a very
heanfelt thank you to all of you serving this
great country. The importance of what you
do is especially evident during this time of
year, when we're able to gather with our
families and count our blessings.

e realize that the luxury of being with
our loved ones comes with a cost that you're
paying. We are so grateful for being able to
sleep in warm beds at night, snuggle our
children to sleep, and watch with anticipa-
tion as they open their Christmas presents.

While my family is able to enjoy all of
these wonderful gifts and many more,
you re working around the clock in all sorts

Grouping a series of and
calling it a theory is not science. Creation-
ism is the scientific equivalent of a child say-
ing “No it isn’t!” If you choose to believe in
creau'omsm that’s great. But don’t insult
the of us by trying to masquerade it as
scientific theory. And please spare us the re-
torts that quote “scientists” who espouse cre-
ationism. True “critical thinkers” can easily
see holes in creationist speculations.

Hundreds of years ago, Galileo Galilei en-
dorsed the idea that the Earth circled the
sun, not vice versa. This was seen as a

stationed far from
your family and loved ones. You affect so
many aspects of our lives, and we take
many of them for granted. The protection
you grant us is worth more than any tangi-
ble gift. We want you to know that your sac-
rifices are not going unappreciated.

So for everybody from the guards who
protect our gates to the soldiers putting
their lives on the line to protect freedom,
thank you and happy holidays.

Kristi Dix
RAF Daws Hill, England

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Check the files: "Sharing’ movies is stealing

BY EDWIN MEESE III

f John Adams and James Madison
were alive today, they surely would
marvel at how switly information can
be exchanged via the Internet.

But they also would be alarmed, I believe,
to see ordinary citizens using this extraordi-
nary technology in growing numbers to shop-
lift ‘copyrighted intellectual property. The
Founders possessed, after all, a keen under-
standing of the threat this type of theft poses
to a free society.

Property rights are not a novel concept.
After some deliberation, our constitutional
framers signaled how important it was to
protect intellectual property by instilling the
concept in our nation’s charter in Article 1,
Section 8, with a provision authorizing Con-
gress to “promote the progress of science
and the useful arts.”

So deeply did the framers, in their found-
ing documenl, embrace the concept of

“progress” advanced through devotion to in-
tellectual labor, that they mention it 24 sepa-
rate times in the Federalist Papers.

As John Adams warned, “The moment an
idea is admitted into society that property is
not as sacred as the laws of God, and that
there is not a force of law and public justice
to protect it, anarchy and tyranny com-
mence.” I fear that moment has come.

If thousands of books were stolen from li-
braries in a single day, school and library of-
ficials would immediately put heavy-duty se-
curity systems into place. Department store
owners, by the same token, would hardly sit
still if thieves were making off with armfuls
of expensive clothing and jewelry.

Yet many otherwise law-abiding citizens

appear to think there’s nothing wrong with
doing essentially the same thing when it
comes to intellectual property — as if steal-
ing isn’t stealing if you can do it with a com-
puter in the comfort of your home or office.

The truth is, there is no difference be-
tween shoplifting a DVD from a store and il-
legally downloading a copyrighted movie
from KaZaa.

Stealing intellectual property is just as
wrong as the theft of “real” property.

And the vast majority of people use
so-called “peer-to-peer” file-sharing net-
works such as KaZaa, Morpheus and
Grokster to download music and movies ille-
gally. An overwhelming percentage of the
500 million files being “shared” at any given
time are copyright-protected and thus
owned by someone else.

Despite all the warning advertisements
and the movie trailers, as well as new legal
methods to download music and movies
(such as you find at iTunes or CinemaNow),
wholesale thievery is still taking place. A
‘whopping 4 million users still partake in this
dirty little game every day. So what is the vic-
timized industry to do?

The movie industry recently took a bold
new step to change the “so what” attitudes of
so many. By initiating lawsuits against indi-
viduals stealing movies online, as well as rev-
ving up their public persuasion campaign,
movie studios are taking a stand and making
the message crystal clear: Stealing is steal-
ing, and it must stop.

The cultural and economic value of cre-
ative films is undeniable. Today, the copy-
right industries are among America’s larg-
est and fastest growing economic assets.

Video shops in Afghanistan — such as this one in Kabul — are doing brisk business on

bootleg DVDs and CDs. Nineteenth-century U.S. Pre:
ituted to protect property of every sort,” but intellectual property is not

ernment is
sacred in the States, either.

They account for more than S percent of our
gross domestic product, pouring $535 billion
into the U.S. economy. The film industry
alone provides 580,000 well-paying jobs.
But this awesome engine of economic
growth is threatened by the explosive
growth of high-tech petty theft. Smith Bar-

nt James Madison said that “gov-

ernment is instituted to protect property of
every sort,” 1f thls ob]eclwe is “the end of
government,” and “that alone is a just gov-
ernment whlch lmpamally secures to every
man whatever is his own” — then these
movie studios are just doing what any poten-
tial theft victim would do: They are protect-
ing property that is rightfully theirs.

ney estimates that if is not done,
movie industry losses will exceed a whop-
ping $5.4 billion by 2005.

If James Madison was right — that “gov-

Edwin Meese Ill, a former U.S. attorney general, is
the Ronald Reagan Distinguished Fellow in Public
Policy at The Heritage Foundation and chairman of
fhe Washington: based think tank's Centor for Legal
and Judicial Studies.

These stories show what Iraq can be with our help

he Iraq story has always had a very

personal dimension for this colum-

nist. Having covered the story

since the first Gulf War, I've ac-
quired many Iraqi friends and acquaintan-
ces. Some are exiles,
who gave up comfort-
able lives in the United
States to return home
to rebuild their coun-
try. Some suffered
under Saddam Hus-
sein. Some have been
murdered since his
overthrow.

Whenever 1 think
about the tall odds
against creating a sta-
ble Iraq, their faces
come to mind.

It’s easy to get angry
at gross administration mistakes that led to
the current Iraq mess and played into the
hands of Iraqi insurgents. But if the Bush ad-
ministration fails to stabilize Iraq before
drawing down U.S. troops, ordinary Iraqis
will pay dearly.

f course, a total U.S. debacle in Iraq
would also destabilize the entire
East and give al-Qaida a bonanza. But when
1 think of why such a debacle must be pre-
vented, my mind keeps turning to the Iraqis
T've known.

1 think of Sayid Abdul Majid al-Khoei, the
son of a revered Shiite cleric. Khoei made a
fateful choice to return to southern Iraq with
American assistance at the beginning of the
war. He wanted to act as a bridge between
the Americans and the Shiite religious estab-
lishment.

He risked his life in the hope that he could
help U.S. officials overcome Shiite distrust
of their intentions.

Shortly after he arrived in Najaf, he was
hacked to death by followers of a radical Shi-
ite cleric who opposed the U.S. intervention.
Did Khoei die in vain, or do his hopes for an

Trudy Rubin

Iraq that openly tolerates all branches of
Islam as well as other religions still stand a
chance? I think of Fareed Yasseen, son of a
senior Iragi diplomat who defected after Sad-
dam came to power. Yasseen grew up in Eu-
rope, graduated from MIT, and spent years
working on Iragi human-rights issues. He
left a comfortable life in Cambridge, Mass.,
to return to Baghdad and work with Sunni
moderate politician Adnan Pachachi.

Now in the foreign ministry, Yasseen has
had relatives murdered and mutilated in re-

T also think of Riyadh Nassir al- Adharlh a
physician from one of the most an
can Sunni neighborhoods in Baghdad, i
was chosen to sit in the Baghdad City Coun-
cil set up by U.S. officials. Although he op-
posed the invasion, he decided he wanted to
work from the inside to change his country
—and to end the U.S. occupation. His reputa-
tion for helping the poor is such that Sunni
insurgents haven't attacked him — last I

heard.
I think of Hanna Edwar, who is running a

cent months, a friend and has es-
caped from car bombs. But he stays on.

1 think of Siham Hamdan, a young Shiite
professor of English literature from the
Baghdad slum now known as Sadr City, who
wears full religious headdress and long
robe. Backed by her brothers, who were im-
prisoned under Saddam, she was brave
enough to become a member of a district
council appointed by the Americans to repre-
sent her neighborhood.

nongo agency, Al-Amal, to help
Iraqi women. She organized a national wom-
en’s conference in June (with U.S. financial
aid) in the hopes that Iragis could learn the
meaning of “civil society,” the concept that
grassroots efforts outside state control are
essential counterweights to centralized

wer.

And I think of my translator, S. (I use his
initial because the current situation for
Christians in Iraq is so dire he wouldn't

want his name used.) He wrote recently that
“the situation in Baghdad is getting worse
by the day for us Christians. We are so vul-
nerable with all these churches (sic) bomb-

ings.

“In Mosul, Islamic clerics on Friday
preach advice not to buy houses from Chris-
tians because lhey will leave and we will
have it for free.” He also wrote of threats
during Ramadan “that any women without
veil will be sprayed with acid regardless of
religion.”

S. continues to translate for foreigners be-
cause he wants to work.

It's hard to be optimistic about Iraq’s fu-
ture right now. The Iraqis I know are mostly
among the minority who are willing to risk
their lives to try to build a decent Iraq. I

w their task is uphill. Yet, given their
courage, I have to hope that those mistakes
can be repaired, at least enough to give
these Iraqis a decent hope of normal lives.
Trudy Rubin is a columnist and editorial-board
member for The Philadelphia Inquirer.
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Horoscope

Mercury and Pluto join up for a
littie mischief, and it's the planetary
equivalent to someone jumping out
and yelling “Bool” Its star-
tling, not that funny and yet
enlightening when taken to
an introspective and philo-
sophical level. What were
you really afraid of for that
split second? Perhaps
'some skeletons in your
closet are ready to be
buried.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Yanuary 4). You crank out
the accomplishments this
year. Its like you're a receiv-
er for positive financial
energy. Career moves continue to
be fortuitous as long as you're truly
happy in your position. March is
about asking for and receiving the
respect and love you deserve. You
could go head over heels for Cancer
or Aries.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). If
you're open to it, a super-interesting
chance meeting sparkles up your
day. This could come in the form of
strangers gazing at one another
through a shop window, never
exchanging a word but sharing an
intense moment.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
When there’s a chance to put your
talent on the line for all to judge, you
have no fear. As long as you're
willing to risk rejection, you'll proba-
bly come away proud. Echoes of
“How about that!” will be heard all up
and down the land.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You can't help but get engrossed in
someone else’s weird fortune. Could
this preposterous tum of events ever
happen to someone as sawy as
you? Not likely — and there’s some-
thing comforting in that fact.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). In
abizarre twist, the opponent acts
more like a friend. You'l wonder if
you've been rooting for the right
side! Invent terms of endearment to
let loved ones know how special
they are — new nicknames are
bonding.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Circum-
stances are conducive to getting
down on a loved one. But all you

Holiday i

have to do is look at someone else’s
relationship to get that feeling of
“Wow, do | ever have it good.” Of
course, love by comparison is never
agreat idea.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
The issue is reciprocity. You know

you're not supposed to
Mathis  give in expectation of
what you'll receive, but on
the other hand, isn't that
just plain good business?
If a relationship is unbal-
anced, it's now glaringly
obvious.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). The stakes
are raised, and it's appro-
priate to be frightened.
But courage doesn't have
to wear a stoic face. In
fact, on days like today, courage is a
girlish giggle or a sardonic smirk
Enough suffering — time to lighten
up.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
In the movies, the biggest stars get
the most close ups. The same is
true in your line of work. If you're
going to be a superstar performer,
expect some scrutiny, especially this
afternoon.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Choose your company with the
utmost self-esteem. When you mix
with a thoughtful crowd, there’s the
opportunity for philosophizing and
solving the world’s problems — at
least theoretically.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Relationships are eventful, to
put it mildly. It's better than being
bored! You could run up your
cell-phone charges or cut into your
sleep time in the process of sorting
this one through.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Your youthful appeal depends on
maintaining young innocence — and
sometimes immaturity. Face it:
There's merriment in creating trou-
ble! A reasonable Virgo or Taurus
can keep you from getting in over
your head.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You'd rather not go too deep into the
psychology that drives your actions
or the actions of those around you.
Why ask why when you can simply
get over it? Because of this
mind-set, you'll be made a leader.

Creators Syndicate

Peanuts

IT'S HERE!
IT'S HERE!

THIS IS M‘I UEAn' s
GOING TO BE ALL MINE!
Tl-lls Is Ml( l(EA)I

STAY OUT OF MY YEAR !
"

oy

Jump Start Calvin and Hobbes

Red and Rover Beetle Bailey Hi and Lois Cathy Zits

Better or Worse

T OF PEGPLE DONT
MAYE PRINCIPAES, BUT T DO!
IM A WGHW PRINCIPLED T NEY
ERSN ! OEVIAT
FROM AT

1 INE KccRone T O |
FRINCIPLE, ANC
EVER'

WHATS YOUR
PRINCIPLE 7

Nou CANT

WHIT BRAND OF
BUY TS

LATOP 15 THAT?

N 6Topes!

{16 ONE-OF A-KIND!
No OTUER ComPUTER. G
6 M6 SOPHGTICXTED | TET A BIT7?
A TS ! 115 N.MOST

ATEAUR B A BCOF
COOKIES ... FRESH CHARGED O

(ORPIRENTS e
M‘FFI%ALOT j EF
OF THerRpP /W

TONDERFUL ! OUVE
BEEN TRAINING,
HAVEN'T

T AEED A SIMBULT fwew, 45, TV
FOR Y HONEMOYON WEEHT TG
N FWE WEEKS (¢ CARDIO TRAINANG ..

GERIE
( RANG!

0 A SPORTSBRA!
PLEASE! UL
COLLAPSE AFTER THE|
FIRST BIKINI ¢
Y

STRENGTH TO SEE “UR

IF YOU CAN'T REAL THE
RECIPES, WERE AL
BOING TO SUFFER !

Ity

1 resolye fo [
Keep rmy room |§
Fidy. g
/O |

A H

N >3

RESOLUTIONS 1S — XA
NEver ABLE To WEES
An,

B
OM MY PEMMANSHIE,
ANG I A WAY T GUESS

T OMCE RESOWNEDTD
PENE THAE

1 DON'T EALL ANTHONY.
1DONT WeTte To i
o

Jou Mg ocEbon's

oFFice]



Tuesday, January 4, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

. 3 ) PAGE 25

Foxtrot

Dilbert Blondie Spider Man Baby Blues

Hagar

Garfield
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How BAD To BE.
YoU ARE!  SAID FoR
ey DELAY...

You KNOW YOURE IN FOEA nd

DAY WHEN You BROADS D]
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BUT I'M REALLY THE
CEO OF HP

ja

Ot by UFS, o

FigHT/
5 pas
FGHT/

1THINK TLL
LIE HERE
ALL paY

Wi EN'T I JUST REALIZEC
FieHr,  BIGHT, %éﬁls”ouf Y e

161 7 & ,G T/ FleHT SoNe
Fﬁr F H 5 (G

TR —

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 52 One of the Trinity 22 BLT topper
1 Antelope's 53 Sudden outburst 23 Particular
playmate 24 “Monopoly”
5 Insult Down supply
8 Workout venues 1 Elmer, to Bugs 26 Amends
12 Look lecherously 2 “I" problem 27 Indian raiment
13 Performance 3 Freddy's street 28 Egress
14 DeNiro/Pacino 4 Good or bad 29 Roger of “Cheers”
movie name 31 Big fish story?
15 UNIVAC, e.g 5 Information 34 Conference
17 Sicilian spouter 6 Baiul's milieu 35 Cake-sale
18 “Bomn in the —" 7 Long flag preparation
19 Gourmand's 8 Minority section 37 Hiatus
pastime 9 Bigfoot's cousin 38 “B.C.” cartoonist
21 Hit 10 “Death in Venice’ 39 Basin accessory
24 Soda-shop order author 40 Highly rated
25 Top of the head 11 Unescorted 41 Foreshadowing
26 Besthoven, e.g 16 Work with 44 Discoverer's cry
30 Storm center 20 “Sound of Music” 45 Bud's buddy
31 Craving (SI.) setting 46 Type units
21 Detail, for short 47 Go to seed

32 Tin Man's prop

33 One who deals in
apples and
oranges?

35 Cheese choice

36 Wrong

37 Paces

38 Last car?

41 Erstwhile acom

42 MPs’ quarry

43 |
maybe

48 Actress Russo

49 Article in
“Newsweek"?

50 Forbidden subject

51 ESPN anchor
Wingo

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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14 CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I AM NOT TELLING

ANOTHER SOUL THAT 1 STUPIDLY ATE SOME
GLUE. MY LIPS ARE SEALED!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals T
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Screen babies’ hearing at birth JuMELE

Dear Abby: A professional
nanny in Ohio agonized over
whether to tell the mother of
twins in her care that one of them
‘might be hearing-impaired. You
advised her to notify the mother
immediately, and that the chil-
dren’s pediatrician should be told
during their next sched-
uled visit.

Tam a pediatrician with
aspecial interest in deaf-
ness and a trustee at the
Clarke School for the
Deaf in Massachusetts.
Although I agree with
your advice that the
nanny should speak to the
infant’s mother, please let
your readers know that
there is some urgency
involved. Infants should
be screened at birth. If
deaf infants receive hearing aids
and appropriate therapy before 6
‘months of age, they have a good
chance at normal speech and
language development.

After 1 year of age, the chances
for normal development begin to
diminish. If any caregiver sus-
pects hearing loss in an infant,

Dear Abby

that child’s hearing should be
tested as soon as possible.
— Concerned Pediatrician,
Northampton, Mass.
Dear Concerned: Thank you
for your informative letter.
Read on:

Dear Abby: 1am
the mother of two hear-
ing-impaired children. T
have struggled to get
our government repre-
sentatives to under-
stand the value of early
detection and push to
make it a law for all
newborns to be tested.

However, until one of
them is faced with
disability, I'm sure
nothing will be done.

aring impairment

can be detected while the child is
still in the womb, and
Crib-o-Grams can detect the
impairment before the child
leaves the hospital. Time is essen-
tial to ensure good speech and a
normal life.

That nanny should urge the
mother to notify the children’s

pediatrician immediately.

— Been There,
Done That in Michigan
Dear B.T.D.T.: I'm sure that

many parents will be i

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
fo form four ordinary words.

LAIDY

This isn't marble
You're rothing but

to know about prenatal testing.

Dear Abby: My son was fitted
with his first set of hearing aids at
4 months. He is now 20 and has

©2005 Tribune Media Services, inc
All Rights Reserved.

LEHEW

none of the speech patterns associ-
ated with hearing i _He
had a home-based tutor until he
was almost 3 and then was en-
rolled in a federally funded pre-
school language program with the
local school district. It was a

L [

LIPOCE

z
WHY THE MOGUL-

godsend. s
Pleass do that nanny, the par- D ] | DIDNT PAY THE
ents and the child a huge favor _ SCULPTOR FOR
and tell the mother to contact the e jumble.com THE BUST,
doctor right away for a brain-st
hearing test. IMUSSE
— Mom Who Has Been There Now arrange the circled letters to

Dear Mom: I have learned
more from my readers than I
could in a classroom.

Lettersfor his column — with your
name and phone number —
adarossed 0 Doar Abby, P.O: o g0,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
o Abby on the internet at
://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Spouse’s porn problem private

Dear Annie: During  Annie’s Mailbox
., mes Hamox

our 12 years of marriag

my husband, “Bart,” kept
getting into credit-card
debt, and I bailed him
out three times.

His explanations were
never good, and Bart was
secretive about his where-
abouts and his mail. We
tried counseling several
‘months ago, but he lied
to the therapist. When I
called him on it, he quit
going. We now live separate lives
in separate parts of our home.
The only time we are together is
for public appearances and fami-
ly gatherings.

Lately, I have begun to find
pornography everywhere in our
home. Twice I caught Bart at
home in the middle of the day,
watching X-rated videos. I am
sure now that this is what he has
been up to all along.

1 filed for divorce two months
ago, and Bart’s grown children
are shocked and want to know
what happened. I keep telling
them they need to talk to their

father, but Bart tells
them he has “no idea.”

Bart is a good person
with a huge problem.
What can I tell his
children and friends?

— Caring in Kansas

Dear Caring: You
don’t need to tell them
anything — the details
are not their business,
especially since Bart is
unwilling to admit he
has a problem. Simply
say you are not comfort-
able discussing it. There is a
support group for family and
friends of sex addicts which you
‘might find useful: S-Anon Interna-
tional Family Groups
(sanon.org), P.0. Box 111242,
Nashville, TN 37222-1242. For
more information on sexual
addiction, try the American
Association of Sex Educators,
Counselors and Therapists (aa-
sect.org), P.O. Box 5488, Rich-
mond, VA 23220-0488.

Dear Annie: 1ama
24-year-old male, and my broth-
eris 26.

Recently, my family received
invitations to my cousin’s Bat
Mitzvah party. My brother was
invited along with his girlfriend,
whom he has been dating on and
off for a year.

T am not currently in a relation-
ship. Is it appropriate that my
brother can bring a guest and I
cannot? I fear I will have no one
to dance with except my mother.

— Solo at the Simcha

Dear Solo: Since your brother
is in a long-term relationship, it
is appropriate to invite his girl-
friend. Most families cannot
afford to allow their single guests
1o bring friends along. Although it
usually is rude to ask if you can
bring a date, since you are a
close relative, and you are not
likely to meet eligible single
women at the affair, we think it's
OK in this instance, If your aunt
and uncle say “no,” we hope
Mom is a good dancer.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmal cast.net, or write

o: Annie's Mailbox, &/0 Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. cenmry Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, C;

Sreators syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

“"ENN\& (5ASHEALTHY
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©Gary Larson

The Far Side

form the surprise answer, as

| {J N X } by the above cartoon.
v w N “f v YV V¥ v i
ner HE 00000000
(Answers tomorrow)
TASTY VITAL TWINGE ORCHID
What it takes to make a fast meal —
LOTS OF “THAWED"

Jumbles:

Yesterday's
= Answer:

Family Circus

2005 i Yoare, e
Dist, by King Features Synd.
o famYGGUS.20m.

“If these good dishes were made in

England, why are they called
‘China’?”

Non Sequitur

S0 whal do you guys want? My waloh?
y? .. | got nothin’™
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The Pacific Forecast Al and maps provided by o
AccuWeather.com
Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomoron Wednesday Today Wednesday
Wainland Japan High Tide 2114 3416 8118
osuka 1020am. 1149pm. 1105am  none ) Partly sunny, Windy, cold; [ Variably
Sasebo t36am 209pm  309am  310pm somesun’ | chily furries cloudy, brisk
rea and cold
Cheju Island/Sogwip'o 421 am. 431pm.  536am. 544pm.
Kunsan 902am  919pm 10:42am 1031 pm
Okinawa, Naha 1217am. 101pm.  151am 157pm. | [SHANGHAL TORYO
Guam, ApraHarbor  102am. 142pm.  250am  2:8pm
Today Wednesday Today Wednesday
Mainland Japan Low Tide 46136 48137 55/33 38129
Yokosuka 351am. 523pm.  45tam 65epm. | |Brllant Clouds, Rain ending, | Mosty sunny,
746am 848pm  &SBam. 1000pm | [sunshine  |maybea then some  brisk and
Korea shower clearing chilly
Chaju IslandSogwip'o 10:38 am. 11:40 pm. 1206 none
N n 320am  346pm  422am  504pm
(Okinawa, Naha 628am 743pm  735am  859pm
Guam, ApraHarbor ~ 655am. 847pm.  752am. 939 pm SOUTHERN JAPAN
© For tides at other sites apply minutes below to Naha fides: oday ednesday
jan: -39, Sesoko Byochi: +11 high and low tide: . 4931 4835
Unten Ko: 7 high, -8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: 44 high, -42 low China Times of sun | Cool with
and clouds partial
Today Wednesday
Totwan 69156 65158 sunshine
alwai Cloudsand | Ciouds and
BANGKOK s
Today Wednesday
90171 89771
Sumnyand | Plenty of
m sunshine GUAM
ipp Today Wednesday
86175 86176
= Humid with | Mostly sunny
7 N Sinshine
Today Wednesday &8
85172 8673 Gfo
Partial Clouds and
sunshine |sun
£ Wednesday | @
8676
Partly sunny | Clouds and
sun
As of 7 a.m. Monday Tokyo time

Extended Forecasts

TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Thursday: Mostly cloudy, Thursday: Partly sunny, Thursday: Snow flurries, Thursday: Periods of clouds and  Thursday: Partly sunny,
high 44, low 39. high 71, low 62. high 34, low 19. sunshine, high 87, low 76.
Friday: Partly sunny, Friday: Partly sunny, Friday: Mostly sunny, high 86, low 72 Friday: Partly sunny,
high 54, low 39. high 70, low 61 high 31, low 11 Friday: Partly sunny, high 87, low 76.
high 85, low 73
Sunday’s USA Temperatures Tuesday, January 04 U.S. Extended Forecast

ciry HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Albuquerque  47/37  Los Angeles  58/48
Amarillo 49/37  Little Rock 9/60
Anchorage 30128 Louisville 6456
Asheville 63/44  Miami 78/65
Baltimore 48/44  Milwaukee 45127
Birmingham 7352 Nashville 66/54
Bismarck 12111 New York 44142
Boise 39/25  Omaha 29721
Boston 38/36  Orlando 78/56
83/69 pl 47143 N
Buffalo 5339 Phoenix 62149 Las veas
Burlington 36/26  Pittsburgh 60/48 S0
Charleston, SC  72/50 ~ Portland, OR  43/30
Charlotte 69/49  Portland, ME  32/27
Cleveland 62142  SaltLake City ~ 41/30
Columbus, OH ~ 59/48  St. Louis 66/51
Duluth 2210 SanAntonio 74167
El Paso 58/47  San Diego 62148
Hartford 39134 San Juan 83170
Helena 2013 Tampa 80/60
Indianapolis 60148 Tulsa 67/50
Jacksonville 76/52  Washington 48/44
Kansas City 4133 Wichita 43135

08 ",

Stormy weather will affect much of
the Southwest Tuesday and
Wednesday. Low pressure will slowly
move across the Great Basin and
southern Rocky Mountains. Rain and
mountain snow will accompany the
storm as it crosses Arizona, New
Mexico, Utah and Colorado. The
storm will enter the Plains Tuesday
night and Wednesday. Snow may
spread into Nebraska and Kansas by
Wednesday afternoon. Meanwhile, a
slow-moving front will be the focus for
rain across the Ohio Valley and the
Middle Atlantic. South of the front,
unseasonably mild weather will con-
tinue across the Southeast and Gulf
Coast. Cold air north of the front will
spark snow showers over the Great
Lakes and northern New England.

D

Tuesday’s Pacific Temperatures

Tuesday’s World Temperatures

oy HGHLOW Ty HGHLOW Ty HIGHILOW oy HGHILOW  CITY HGHILOW  CITY HGHILOW  CITY HIGHILOW,
Bangkok 90/71 Iwakuni 48/28 Sasebo NB 47131 Acapulco 92/74  Budapest 38/33  Kabul 36/15  Nairobi 84/56
Beijing 3317 Kadena AB 69/56  Sapporo 34/16 Athens 41/32  Buenos Aires  90/70  Kiev 23/18  New Delhi 72144
Camp Casey 24/12 Kunsan AB 3220 Seoul 24/11 Auckland 71/58  Cairo 64/42  Kuwait 68/45  Oslo 3/28
Christchurch 72/51 Kwajalein 86/77 Shanghai 46/36 Baghdad 61/40  Cancun 80/68 London 47/35  Paris 2/37
Diego Garcia 86/78 Manila 85/72 Singapore 83/73 Barbados 82/64 Cape Town 80/60 Madrid 50/37  Rio de Janeiro 79/65
Hagatna 86/75 Misawa AB 40/16 Sydney 88/64 Barcelona 51/43 Geneva 40/33  Mexico City ~ 72/49 Rome 49/42
Hanoi 69/60 san 26112 Taegu 33/20 Berlin 40/34  Istanbul 35/27 Montreal 26/10  St. Petersburg 25/16
Hong Kong 66/60  Perth 81/61  Taipei 68/54 Bermuda 70/61  Jerusalem 57/42 Mogadishu  90/73  Stockholm 38/32
Honolulu 81/63 Pusan 37124 Tokyo 55/33 Brussels 44/34  Johannesburg 88/67 Moscow 2114 Warsaw 38/30
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Selling your couch, your
car or your Stephen
King collection?

Free Ad Guidelines:
+Fioe ads aro avalable o DOD 1D ard

nlgrs o
o0 305 st b malled faxed o
" maled. Yo may enewr ke changes

Bulld Your Business for As Little As $21 a week!
‘Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas, Ad
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details!

oven, is. Tea, $30 and
pice rack $10. Call #646-4374

2000 KM Oi changed cvery

o o gy andona pace Phone usat: Faxusat: Mail us at:
.;7:;‘;:‘::;ﬁ,i:’:‘,ih ord Mo 03-3404-9447 (Commercial) 03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML) Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002
abivevatons 1-81-3-3404-9447 (Overseas) |  229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku,
2293276 (Tokyo DSN) 0222707141 (Korea CML) Tokyo 106-0032 Japan
only. For Mnrmﬂnnnan‘cnmm:vﬁal or 15-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 721-7141 (Korea DSN) Email us at:
o tusnoss ai,pogsecal 25275 | | 721-7146 (Korea DSN] 6457667 (Okinawa DSN) classifieds@pstripes, osd mil
Up to 32 words FREE for | 551 S vesits e Harea DSy f | Cpst
21 days| Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad i five(5) business days prior to publishing date, If the
ad has a typographical ertor, Pacifc Sters and Stripes'liablty is to re-run the ad fo one (1) additonal day on
B == === === === "33~ - | {re noxt atile lsue ate, Any Gher problem with aerisng mus b e wring o tr than en (10)
Name Phone ays after the first insertion of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways.
Address i Al Classified A I
‘Your ad Classified advertising is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and all
organizations which provide a service of interest to the miltary communty (business advertisements). All ads
are assessed before acceptance according to the moral and efical judgment of Paciic Stars and Stripes.
Classified_advertisements must be_acceptable for our general
military/family readership. Pacific Stars and Stripes has the right to El
Unt 500z ML 033423257, return any and all ads considered Inappropriate for pubicaion.
n n n
Appliances 025 _ | Announcements 040 _ | Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
Fosten, Omana - Hoower G I - Okinawa 152_| - Okinawa 152 _ |- Okinawa 152
'C"'"" Noning ancy 5" iney lissan line.
o o iyt s I oty 55 M, Sof | Foqr - 1998 san Tarar | Katna 1920 Toun A V-
w ‘ ) uv ont e one 'mon et F] ok N awonate | o SEE, SSo S| G St s e e
Soates OB, w1 e | S 22500, emeters JCT) 656 55
lfeime wartanty, tnied_ wit- | Four”heel drive. Power steer: 1990 Nissan Skyline
EE:&:%&Z?’;Z.; g Rafical provims ~(brakas | 79, 0 brakes, AMFEM rad | o G J12005, Crowst fode,
i85 "sveoper 520, Blak & need to otte) $2.000.00 OBO. | windows and locks i romol: | b B B bita s
Decker Dust bser, $20; oaster Get your Happy Ad in Stripes today! L Metculously. maintained. _Call | cutch, Route 6 Racing Trans
it 161 g url A 5008

ore-mal w“‘{QEMQVANW com.

Whirpool
Demm‘aw-e- “Herdy used:
Call St a 648576 or %

Kadena, Okinawa - Dehumidfier
fke nov $50 paid $160. PCSIng
Call MSgt Roney 926 0068 or

Sl enéroney Ghadenaimi-

or only

Quiet Cool ashurmams- in gveal
% 0306860 4360

We met atthe Globe & Anchy
Twas with my f
et you lost my e-mail address

or the night of October 25, 202
friends from Tokyo,
and L ill never hear from you again,

Want to hook up with an old friend?

Send your girlfriend a birthday greeting?

Or congratulate your friend on a recent promotion?
Whatever the occasion, book your Happy Ad
today in Stars and Stripes!

Check out the details:
1, Emalyour reeting nd digha pco 1o lassieds @pstipes osdmi,
right

3, Aone-time $30 fe fr each ad musL be prepad prior 0 publication.
iy opt0 use acreditcard or you may vt the nearest Sars

b, 7034 Great shape but st incase v b looking for me..here o
Iots of room & ideal for of-base anks again for the. 0 my roo
mons, Avatanig o 5 | | ks aeainfor tomy mom
weeks. Paid 5400, PGS sale Risses, Olisia,

50, Call 5957703

and Stipe

7 = [l

Kadena, Okinawa - Toastmaster

foster . 1997 Suzuki Wagon 7
turbo: good, _excallent
Conon: 101 g Hareh

500 km, upgraded turbos, com.
puter. $10000. 633-0047

800 OBO. MUST SELLI
Em;’”" ot “smsm ki 1or 3500 of obo, Piease | Kadena - 1990 Toyola Plckup
o saDoWayno & ool son | conagt meat 54 or | 4ot Grey, 7Ll 5'Bogaers,
U aaD a0y 51 5306 | 09630:6564 and ack for G | Fanch S'speed. gesel
Gty My omail s | engine, Contaring fims, $2600
Superreans or | 580, cal Gy 6332210 or
Foster — 1990 TOYOTA WAS. | gayiaca@umot usmomi 0086615304 omai cyrus
TERACE 'SURF VAN Power i 1o pc
grepting, AWV casset | Foster - o1 Toyota Sur 4, | res
o and Now tros. Vory o | ey, power svayinng, cod

net
Foster - 1991 Honde GAX 1o
ly Kt cold air intake, and
Ghvame ivsal, rom condon
in'and out. Too many cars got 1o
g2, ,$150000 080 cal

crisars3ansis

0/ 090 6860
ems-\ cmsxyneawam@mmau Cold

Fesr 001 Pajero brand new:

condition, very_clean.
£2600 cbo g b negoisty
LI o). call

Eitodiaascon

31 Toyoia Town Ace
iivr, E»

6
Eric1334@ a0l com

Toyota

| acona — 1o o
i | ok oo Lo e%m ]

eqres, Z2A1513" great for JG 2 door. gray and biack,
Oftbas _apartments, *can it Your Hometown Newspaper great conditon; 100 many Gars charqe sy st oor hesi
o ek or e ifi i i o or50 Scon 3280530 GBO | Fostr 93 Toyola LUGIDA: 18 9
e baking o for ke, Email classifieds @pstripes.osd.mil or , 6. 3 Sako. 9007 r | rme i ow profe {ree win e o)
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e | | Save Money  Jiedices g N G e oy e ot Tt 19 g i 8K | 83 XS SRBTER | Sev s G A Wiy
inghouse iron: adjustable steam, Meel New Friends fire S| Recenty “Inspectas - Cai | Boauii rock. o 36 JsuenleAznlo% So500 080 e bt 2y
burst of steam, unts 264-3978 07 090-4223-5603. | 263+ ws&’nxskanu joave"a| call 017315 2652 o ol e ;; St &yaom@yahoo.com :mcno il ake payments. Call
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cator i settings: (wool Ceres win inied windows, chid | o for Salg Wiper, Tinted Windows, In Ex- | Siver. automatic, col 563 doo. gt i
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Yokosuka, Japan - Korean | [KTITTIASXSITIITERTTeY | Green: 2-door, automatie, CO| oyl Water Pump, Too M e BRAND NEW AC system. Have.
Vacuum Clearor_220V." Ona piayer. Shiome ImersC! ¢l | To'Iek 1000 or Bt ffer Call | Gourtney 1691 Toyota Toun | Foctor 1994 Mazda Garol B hagrogularune-ups, o1
year oid. Liot Cuckoo LVC- duly (2006, 82700 Call| o it &000 5 0o oSt et | Ace Van FOR SALE 120000 | (25"cor) Tone arcar gets. 50 | S Simmanerivle B top el | 03, YOS iy
£ Vo P Cong e | e S31.o¥7 Hhe ™ (UM GB0 1 il son 2o €D (i) oS | e 700 ﬂ;"vmmu Totationaignmen. Fealy are
et han my S vacuum. 346 | - Ll0S 10F Sale Zama - 1950 Toyota Lt Ace | 3364475 ok BBy FONT, (PO, o0 | B weal e car cking 500 | Eooe Sonacses ot ;g;;f;,;;;;ggﬁggoug;:,
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—_— assette, until N1Z: | express bus lane. $2300. Call player, anc ing in| good” until July “2005 $1,000 seats layer, moon roof, power ever
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Foster, Okinawa - 10 yards of
burlap, $10.00 call 645-3107.

T me zuas ss 000, Cai
263.8660 after

ome)

SN

7845232

avening cai 62

5 please leave mes

216337797,

$1500 050 cal 533 2077
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STRIPES CLAS

SIFIED

Autos for Sale
- Okinawa 152
dena - 1994 4-door
Caee ot 56 i o 5557
AE cad pis Vindow

§2200 ot Gl dos
090-1947'3565 or wk 634,

1994 Black Toyota
Exlv va o me 2005, foad

Bkos. Nep. dean car. S350
Gall 633-7501 for more Info

Kadena - 1994 Honda Accord
Wagon, BuoGray orr, cald
AIC tuns and looks greail JCI
i me znvs $2,750.00 080
sse2er )

Kadona Comen

994 A2 Nissan
Siyine: wih Po2sge an e
s2bi0 om0, Nl €35 014 ¢
darkstyle @peoy

Kadena - 1995

Kadena - 1995 Toyota Mark Il

contour seats, rear wing spoiler
wiird brake  fighi, finted win-
dows, stainless racing exhaust,
all roling on - fow _ profie

ke over paymer
month " through  dealer. Call
8937703

white To,
Nark . Jct oue Juy oo, o
A player, afiermar-
53500 0BO. Call
633.8133,0801-724-4269, ot
email my3md @hotmailcom.

Kadena - 1996, 2 door, siver,

/50,08l take. paymens
Call 9837872

Kadena - 1995 Honda Integra:
Silver, 2-door, JCI good through
February 2006, CId AC, une
D player. $2.500.00 wil
fake payments. Call 6837872
Kadena - 1998 Toyola Chaser
Tourer V Pear White,
lean, Auto

2001 sawm that
NRCE was “ging away! No-
body agreed fo pay for the JCI

at
Christopher.koehnie @kadens.
af.mil or call 633-1346

Autos for Sale

- Okinawa 152
RCE saLe!
Cnavwa\ 1082 ionda e
spoed, H2

layar, cl

ning now bate. I ch mm 13
2008 or make
2 ien o 535 0175 o ot
Geciose0Ghomaicom (o 2

Kagera - MUST SELL by Jon
) 1991 Toyota
door, Blus, Power windows and

H

Autos Wanted 156

Kinser, Okinawa - Needed: Free
car or van in good condition
Ploase  call “Jeanena @
6372024

D Motorcyles - Japan 166

Yokosuka - Harle
Davidson 883 Custom (AMERI-
GAN MODEL), less than 600
s, woron bigs and back

o 3
Bitoa Beaulwm m o Buns
exceleni Not ven broke n et
n the milea

Just iy tme or Chrisimas! Cal
08051623547 Flease leave @

call 6338277 anytime 16 see or | message if there fnt an
drive the carl
fena - MUST SELL NOW - | Yokota - 2000 Black Harle
Davidson " Softal  Standare

conside
o emailtwysong@yahoo.com

Kadena - PCSnt
ceord wagen: st sol biore
dan i A o over  yoar
‘on'JCl, great car, have had no
problerns win i $1500 OBO
old  AC.  Please  contact
633-1227 or email
[iwysong@yahoo.com
S14_Sivia_Turbo
Ste et ond
Eclp
Rm,

2ycar 4l

conversion
L)

RIBGTR

S0
ovn v\ayev‘

Many “extra_accessories, com-
e crome”packago. cusiom

o
cal

227:0904 or 090-6562.5313

Motorcyles - Korea 168

Gamp Carol, Korea - 1085

zn Gl 5565 or whilr @Ko

Baby ltems 200

oo, Okinava - Lookrg
outs ogoing stoler I
condon” m?w oy 5 ?o"r [
Condtion
S el o oman

malachit @oasis mediatt. net

Foster, Oinawa - PCS, SALEY
Baby Swing: Quist wind with 2
speeds. ExcsHsm cundmun s20
obo. call email
ShonawaGyantcom”

Kadena - Graco battery operat
ed suing $15 Whie daper
changingtatle $15, Graco nant
car Johnny
Sape 510, Sappy ptow 32
Baih seal S5. Cal Deanna @
6331424

Kadena, Okinay Costco
Eddle Baver edfion DOUBLE
siroler:_ Green/cream colored,
ery _clean and in excellent
ndtion.  Pictures.  avall
upon request. $100.00 OBO cal
633-674  emal
amandasmanmies17@yahoo.
Kadena, Okinava -

KRS Ut o2
yoars, siil great condition. Paid
500 asing $i75,comes wih 3
bunch ol extras. _ Email
shellmill@yahoo.com
tures or call 6358133,

Okinawa

for pic

dena,

various baby and_toddler toys
§155 It interested please cal
Desiree @ 633-4260 or emall

Book Stores 250

Kadena,_Okinawa - NEEDED:

UMUC"eng 162 Lisrturs An

iniro o fition, p

o e, g’ m oay vsasuna—

e _pi helplCal
. matl

Collectibles 350

Yongsan - WANTED: Panmun-
jom memorablia andinsignia;
Sooul" 1365 Oympic torcn relay
forches, nuetral nations supervi-
sory . commitiee  memorabila
from DMZ. Gontact

7@yahoo

Kadena, Okinawa - Psych

) " Beroiony ot
‘Women-Haf the' Human Export
once, Sh e S50, paid 375
Beck
bec

Kadena, Okinawa - UMUC Math
012 bool ED: Excellont
condition. $40.00 call 633-6743

d

oasis mediatner

or o m a i
amandasmommie817 @yahoo.
Kadena, Okinawa -

e og6 a5
textand Sotons mantel )

50, 102
Cieraure: an o 1o et
poelry and drama 9th ED, 50!

litle brown handbook 20 Call
632.3008  or email

Computers 360

Kadena, Okinawa - Compul
Deskc i shaved gesc) wy %
Foer Fumiure Mar, asking or
$100 080, Call Kik or L &

Kadena, Okinawa - HP 6830. It
has & Celeron processor with
700mhz, G4mb

It

word processor, comes
wiprinter, monitor and koyboard.
Worksfife jus!don' have room
for it and need the cash. Come
by and lake a ook, muoouu
632-

Kadena, Okinawa i
3 O8I onbooie
Includes _textoook,  workbook,
and EnclishiSpansh eionary
in'new condton. Paid $85 at
bogisioe, " yous o " 865
633-0878  or email
kistinhaley @ hotmal.com

Kadena, Okinawa - HP5 Laser

roney @kadena afmi
Kadena, Okinawa - Small Com-
pulter dosk with hutch for sale:
Very 9800 coniln, ‘hsiing
§2000 POC KAY @ 3

MO'U’C les
= Okil )

kinawa 1m

Kinser, Okinaw - | have a blue
fsher " provraing rocking

s,
s, Askng for 20 dc\lavs
m i

i or
o0d
untl May 2006, $2000 G50,
Call 090-6163-4624.

Kadena pats,
now and used 100 many 10 list
i prices  for _ miltary.
will ship anywhere in
the paciic region MPS, please
call oremalfor detals 6532445

Kinser

1994 Toyola Coica JC1
and

33
g

flerpurtr, unring b
ol AC JCI untl Jan.
Super Clean. Must ell. 5
obo.B37-4351 or  email

mescubatoo@aol.com

Kin o4 Skjine GTSt
Graddy fubo timer, bitz bio
off, GTR body ki, ATC racing

b,
o amal s gimer g com

Kinser - Toyota Master Ace Surt
Van: Available Feb, 18 2005.

C, JCI due March 2006.

ondition, NicelClean Interir,
New reat family vehicle
s80 72

licbabyt
GallLiss 637-3787
Kinser, Oknawa - Umbralla
Stroller - Excallont _condition
Call
550 or
emailjenn8164 @ yahoo.com

Kadena, Okinawa - 2000 Ya
i 2125 Motocross Bl Ex
cellent. shape and_well_main
iained, 52100 “Cal Caig @
6 i
Bakerss @oasis mediatinet

Kadena, Okinawa- Pocke! Bikel
50CC. 4, 10, meng
Sk o 70 it S50 oo
347504 ), Sae7or (e

Bo_eweltz @ hoimalcom

Auto Parts 180

Kadena - 18Precous rms 1o
ke design. Color whie, 5
Pole. 114.3patern. Wil it Chas.

g Mark Il Gresta. Windom

Skyine G s not Inclo-

s me EJ Rsar 5.$600.00
ore _detall call
635011 or

smau Jory. porkins @kadena.af.

e G 1 G
s i BrANG. REW
VOKOMAMA " TIRES. _ Roar
2SR o 21518517, ok
Nk at nikonel & a5 medat
hetorby phone at 633.443%.

Kadena - 2004 Corolla 9,500

mies $16 OBO. GallDavid @

632 2990 0r 689 4410

Kaderg 92 Wi Toyota. Ao

JCi: Feb_ 2006,

Engine. Runs Glean E\ecll\c
indows, Seats, ool

Additions: Enlv

10" 365 watt Komiosd A
New Gpiima. Batiery  nciuded
Asking $4500 obo. As»

i for Mari
@

- 9, Hondaintegra-
Verything,
s great Asking
i offer. Phon

or € mail
pamperingkichens 8yahoo.com
for pictures

Kadena - 95 Nissan Sivia S14

Sasttacert 06 a0icom

Kedena - 67 Topoa Esima
Lucida Seven-passenger var

airbags, CD, ‘Global
Positoring _System, - 4-wheel-
ive, parking il sun
roofs, 83 kin, new lies pius 1
sel wih aloy fims excellent

090'8433-5030
naroo@ fanforce.net

Kagena, Oknawa -  have stock
for sale
ide

‘o with your offer thx brandon
Kent@kadena,af.mil

Kinser, Oknawa - Umbrels
Stroller: Excallent cnnﬂmnn &
Call 637-4386 or 090 8294

o omai jonn 154 Gyaroocom

Kinser, Okinawa - White Batiste
‘orable Bassinets Cradle.

Excellent condiion $45,00 OBO
Call 6374386 or 090 8294 1554

Knser, Qunana _ Whte Jen
Lind Cri

with mattrss

matching
nfant car wal/camev § postion
sdustabe base casy

ow ne Used and
are snu m \he-r el por
Bought i from Babest us. but
% o et using o an
{aking g spice a home. Asking
prie s $110 for me nmﬂer s
sely.

i 525 or Svclar and S4b10
ihe baby carmer. Flease call 652
3499 or coll 09007898384

Zama, Japan - Baby's toys ana
Saing r& i R oo,
heod Cal Lorena-ai
et

Blcycles 20

Courtney, Okinawa - Black BMX
bike for sell: Bought 2 years ago

Clothing ki)

Courtney - Matemity _Shirs,
S egum large’ a” greal
conditon, S5 each or $50 for al
11 of them. 6225455 or email
foseph._meginnis @ hotmal.com

Foster - Great Party dress -

565/6, Never wom $45.00.
Call 6453107

Foster, Okinawa - Karate uni-
form (Cotton) with white belt size
651500, orange, groon ang
yolow.bets '5405_each 2

and %2 i Seout
uniforms sizs 617 Make an ofer.
6453107

e Kadena, Okinawa - Black leatt h—

i@ yanoo cory
{ures or call 633.8133

jena, Okinawa - Calin
p ng-x e cutes. Cap
eans,

1650 B sas 0048 o
el sle? Gosse medatnet

Kadena, Okinawa - DANCERS

small_shellmil@yahoo.com  for
pictures or 633-8133

Kadena, Okinawa -  have a size
16 pair of really _cute/styisn
feané, s sze XL long sloeved
i from old
56'nics blge long Seeved o
Wil ol al for S15 or S5 oach
cal 334269 of
"0 gapanakds.
ip

28

Kadena, Okinawa - Lane Bryant

Leser 1992 Honda Viger for 150, but oking a1y | Two par of parts fono
(Black) Well maintained styish | yokota, Japan - Car Parts - HKS | thing. _Please redilackahite strped and one
vahicl Al Now b tming et | Yootz Jo "l adustal | 25 626 of o jexahor. | Dack wivle g and one
ranged 1065, Poer cveny | icke Tor HR2,"shcetent i comfo mors ol s lac winle ppig) Szo
oS Lo, o oot 58 G eal shape.
8o Convel 5 o ati 597 6836, Kinser. Okdpawa  Boys bike for a5 m0ia e et aoate.
ires,  JCI 112005, ~ Ast sale - $5.00 call 637-4386 of | mediatti.net
‘Contact Keith at
or Kadona, Okinawa - Lane B

43-7820 (W
908.668-9480 (Cel),

Lester - 91 Toyota Lite Ace Van:
Wih 2years JCI, brand new CD

Baby ltems 200

Foster, Ofinawa - Avent breast
pump 'used for 6 wiks. Comes
B s Srmast, mik conianers

Knser, Oknawa - PCS Sale Al

kept inside - Men's 18
Sher o550
Shosien Soncno, Womens 15

speed Magna excellent
Condiion. Al have chid seat

Reliable car for only | (Unopened), pump,  coldwarm ke for

$1000 or youf bt ofer. Wy | Baccami o, ang x| 953127, e o ST5 Cal
nawimi “or call Alex @ §ao R e o Py

375ts Cidoront@ oass mediatnet o | Sagamiara, Japan - Japanese

Loster - Looking for & reieble
Horo it Is 1994

med.navy.mil or give me a call
@ 6437516

Okinawa - 1991 Nissan Blue

SH0¥ac0, Srear Farmly Gar

Power everything and CD play-

er, Cloan inside and outl Call

0, P ot Vie3e 5009 or
57561 1 His 645

CallTracy B46-5772
Foster, Okinawia -
jale wih  base

58 or

5.4 i
| sfiokinawa @yahoo.com

Foster, Okinawa - Grib for salg

g $40. Email for
dﬂnnn@uas\s megat et
call Trac

Foster, o Swing
Open top G-speed battery oper-
ted wih unes and amovale

Kadona - COOL_JAPANESE
20X canl

Whitecol
condiion, never

Jania 1ot sone. nep "o

Okinawa Nissan Laurel,
$1500. J01 unm | January 2005
Clean inside ang “out” power
Senining and"GD Plaver “Geh
W rwm a8 WKssls 05

Okinawa - Must
fonda Civic, Col
P 401 Suotian 6. sk
60000 0BO. Call
090-1042-1704

(Sl T

I | CoSearer oy ale

e T e
ﬁnkmzwaGEhaocom
Oknava - Infant_car
with base
for car. In great condition. Light
blue & fght graen plaid. Has
adjustable’ umbrella. Used for
w monhs! obo _email
Sinolanomore?7 @ hotmaitcom
64668

381
S0 1685006

siyle gris'bike: Pink with baskel
and bell, never used, paid $100
and asking $45. Cal 267-6368

Book Stores 250

Foster, Okinawa - 3 New My
Fist Loap Pad bocle & Ca

ridge Fingme.
Yo Gy Numbar Earm o]
rom paotage o 3 ard Laag

o Moon- S50.cal o4 5643 or

amai buckson Boasis medat
ot

Kadena, Okinawa - Ave you
UMUC bOM major? Media Law
400 Textbor ‘sale:

‘wrandonpratt@yahoo.com
call 633.0081 Wendy.
Kadena, Okinawa
SESE 1S lerbot o 170
& bookstore yous for S80.
633-0878

thrao pair of Capri joans: Sizo
14 Greatfape, Pmchssea this

call
S5535%0 of omal saic Boass
mediati.net

for

pictures.

Sagaminara,_Japan pag

conputer; PG, mantr and

Keyboard, window and

lfe 2009 insiale S Gl
67-6100.

Compac

Computers 360

[ 1et0 “":’I‘,‘
)
e 1““!\3““‘-

. |
800HighTech.com
CUSTOM COMPUTERS

o
Furniture 510
Kadens, Okinaw - Queen B

e s s Sootboars,
box springs with mattress,_ar-
moire, hoids most 27in TV,
dresser with mirror, night-stand,
lightwood,very beaufl, $3300
16330536,

Kadena, Okinawa - Queen box
spring. frame. bookshell head-
board wicener mior arge 9
drawers dresser wih floral etch-
ed mirrored hutch,

samenne ona budget $250. Cal

3 or
Bapachinkoyahon com
Kadena, Okinawa -

&
navian desin Hack and beeeh
od color. EE.
£755, et S350 cl 6558159
or email shelmill@yahoo.com
for pictures:

Kinser - China/Display Cabinet.
2,000 bl colog bl ai
cherry wood. Paid $1300 fror
fumitire sors o Foster, wil sl
for 5900 OBO. For detais, call
090-1179-2064 or emal fonesie-

Sagammum - Printer: Canon
printer, copy, scanner and fax
oo machine Call
emal hay-

Japan - Electronics

1AM, 512mb pe1ds
RAM, 2 months old
SN 221 9201

g

Furniture 510

Butler - 2 booster seats, both
gray in color and in excellent
Sondiion. _Paid $30 each in

fumiture store but wil sell for
5 cach, 622545:

e ot o
Fostr, Okinawa - Black cofes
iy 4 Gl o ranl
o B
O
Stokinawa@yaron com
Fostr,_Oknava ey
oot and i seat. Bty s
2 reciners, Must gol Asing
$600 pac $1600. 1 S0 have 3

ton Gall Sophen Rofo &)
6452656 or (H) 646-2958.

. Okinawa - King_Size
Mattress  and - Box ' Spring.
Bought at furiture store a fow
monihs ago buying atempur
odic. Must sl ASAP! Askin
400 obo, Preaso call 04520
or Eric1B34@ a0l
fon lo 1 Dark Blve
Natanal Lav-2-50, rooint. %
Lent condin and super com.
5200 OBO. Contact
Ko or Soty @ 8306107 o

Kinser, Okinawa - Gidgr Rocker
uai Gtoman - $75 080 Call
0908294 1954 or

Gl jnShe4Byance.com " | parm

Tori. Okinave - Boige leaher
sofa, chalr and ot

2500 or besl ofer
Cal'Tor an appoinimen to
o

5e 7355 hom
1585 Cal. POSY
February 2005.

Zama, Japan - Majostc chorry

ChesSo, Ga 563 501

560

0l Household ltems pendani

Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for
your unwanted Sesame Street
shectsioadding. Cannotpay

_5

shundumchms@ha\mm\cam o
call 6330

Home Electronics 570

Camp_Courtney, Okinawa -

any longer.
o, or can” by separgely
6

Home Electronics 570

Foto, kinan - lay siaion 2
o S e
s i 2 ool o
oSt e ot
Spenci e e signal ‘oo
muoéo st B ca

il

Eictsssaaoicom
Kadena, Okinawa - Modded

Call Neil 633-

dheimil@yahoocon  for” b
{ires and detaled descriptot

Osan, Korea - RUSSIAN SAT-
ELLITE DISH & RECENER:
One fime payment of $500
Aoout 10 Rissan speaking
channels "¢

870 308 or 0316676028

Sagamihara - Soundesign
AU Sireo, doube caseets
corder, poakors,

fomote cumvo\ o tape. cor
S60. Oak. Design

rage  Section Wi
smoked glass door, $270. Call
2676353 afer 1850 ours or

Seaulyongean - For sale Pana:
Sonie 27 TV,

Glen @02.749.7824.

Jewelry 610

Kadena, Okinawa - 10k Ame
inysy Fing i 106 matc ing

i sel in yellow
B Bhuing set especily
Jou o farg'sancs Lo

To “obo.
Balandit@yanoo.com or cai
6334124

Kadena. Okinawa - Beautiul
1ak white gold wedding. ring
Princess cut center damond

S1600: askng $750 o5
pamanabnu@yamo ‘com or cal

Kadena, Okinawa

it notbeng o, mint condion

S, Grwn - Tt | SO
Srimerneniin o Syl AWy 0o o meowty oy
Soaa SR e | O G Eraont i S
Sl yanoocom for 4 g i famonds sel’ino ing 1ol
haimilay; i sm% s20 e gefals cai | carals 1.00, Sz 8. Bognt a
00655 o shacy. | aies n UG for 55100.00, Wil
vk sly\ﬂmmm,u ar%or sia el
Sotanun Roaibona wih oo | o o o | i stk s ammy i o
::m"ﬂ PR i | KA FRTRY” Gomas | 21227018
and one_night hgm both black. | #amM¢ ”VE ’“"”“*“

300,00 0BO. POC i

e
38 85213000 o s m ot
i

Kadena, Okinawa - MOVING.
SALE Brand new Japaneag sik
pajamas St i package. Sire
Sont o “me Tehun- e pair
K0 meran” lalg)

(metcan 59 5 Vo beaunil

o buy _call
Desiree @ 633 4260 of emal
o @

Great conditon.

a
ine middie
conation

i “really g
Asking - $110. ~Call

Kadena, Oknawa - MOVING
SALEI Pair of size 12 Old Navy
feans! Realy cutel Only S5. Call
Desiree @ or “email
me at gnjapan@kda atimilne.jp
Kinser, Okinawa - PCS Sale

i

Materity”clthes. . M, L
Diesses,

e o and up Call 637 4o

Okinawa - File Cabi-
nets vm o T - ik, et

wer il cabinets. 15
Eachor s55 o7 boin Cat
6338320,

Kadena, Okinave ~ King Seo
Asian har andnignt
sand wun ma-me mp‘ 7 months

Kinser, Okinawa - PCS_sale:
Boys clothing and shoes. Size &
“Byear boys clothing. Shos
sizes vary ffom loddler 1o old
chid, Pick and choose or tah

all $50 cents - §3 por tom. Cal
637-4386 o

dona, - Korean
Tsakwood Hope Chest: For
$150. Paid §350 new. Excelent
Condiion. Gall Bob at 633-1476.
Kadena, Okinawa - Sofa & Love
eat good conditon wity an
Cream-covers, Must sall PCSIng
in January. a saciice @ $150.
ANKirk or iz @ 633-4007.

Okinawa

e sut Greai
Ievel 30 chirader. [ going 1
miss it but | don't have nough
time $150 pleaso call Nic @
6228628 of shady_siles@hor-
mallct

Gourtney.  Okinaw
SR 15, Sames o seh o

old games! Piease. consider! |
need money! Emai or el fr
ore_detais. Ne @

62213625 o shady._ Syles@hat.
mallcs

Musical Instruments 740

Foster, Oxana - Case hoy

fght eyboar

Woar 6T o 552 ha.

108Tones Sy Gomes
it and AC

O

Sfokinawa @yahoo.cor

Kadena, Okinawa - YANAGISA
WA Terr Saxophone $550 ¢ can
0803:795-44:

Foster, Okinawa - 32 inch. Sony
Trigen orSae: n Good
onditon. Asking $400.00dol-
fars or renating 2
Digger teevison, Cail Kim
Leer a1“sdc163 or e mai

Outdoor Living 775

Foster, Okinawa - 1 Sleeping
Bag $4.00 call645.3107.

Foster. Okinawa - Play Station 2
games for sal: Ory have 2 it

ora Comtal Deatdy Allance
o it Nan 20048 Wil sel
mnv 3507080, Flease cal
Tmail

paslcom

Foster, Okinawia - Play station |
comes with 2 controlers and 11
james (mosly_sports _games)
absolute. bargain for $50_call
§46-4158° or omail

Kadena, Okinawa - 85-100 feet

chain ik enco wiy gae,

fop rails, and good
Boraion. “aroaty pulec ‘ou
pic 0 Call Nicole
63

or E-Mail otega@k-
datimilnelp
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The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Johannes Herber
and Mike Gansey each scored 15 points
Sunday and West Virginia handed No. 17
North Carolina State an 82-69 whipping,
the Wolfpack’s second straight dou-
ble-digit defeat.

Patrick Beilen and Tyrone Sally each
scored 11 points in a balanced effort by the
Mountaineers, who improved to 10-0 for
the first time since the 1959-60 season
when Jerry West played for West Virginia.
Six players scored in double figures and
West Virginia shot 59 percent to beat its
second straight ranked opponent.

Andre

Given the way the
Mountaineers played, it
might not have mattered.

West Virginia, coming
off a 71-65 victory over
No. 20 George Washing-
ton, shot the ball confidently from the start,
played effective and physical defense and
got out in transition to get several easy bas-
kets. The Mountaineers led 43-36 at half-
time, then hit 10 of their first 15 shots after
the break to build a 14-point lead with
about 7> minutes left.

No. 4 North Carolina 105, William &
Mary 66: At Chapel Hill, N.C., Sean May
his recent tear, scoring 24 points

Men's
Top 25

roundup

scored 19
points in his first s&an for the Wolfpack
(10-3), who played without leadmg scorer
Julius Hodge. Hodge, last year’s Atlantic
Coast Conference player of the year, was
sidelined with an ankle injury apparently
suffered in last week’s 63-45 loss to St.
John's.

Cornell pulls away
late to get by Army

The Associated Press

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Lenny Collins
scored 18 points to lead three players in
double figures as Cornell pulled away
late for a 58-51 victory over Army on
Sunday afternoon.

Luke Slater paced the Black Knights
with 15 points and SlX rebounds and
Jimmy Sewell had 10 p

Cody Toppert had It pmnls for Cor-
e A Taylor added 11.

Colllns hlt a crucial three-pointer

to play, giving Cornell (4-7)
the lead for good at 50-48. Collins’ buck-
et was part of a game-ending 13-5 run
by the Big Red, who downed Army for
the sixth consecutive season.

The Black Knights (2-9) had chances
in the final 30 seconds, but guard Travis
Owsley missed a shot in the lane and
Matt Bell’s baseline jumper bounced off

e rim.
Army was plagued by 20 turnovers.

on 9-for-13 shooti:

Raymond Felton finally missed a
three-pointer, ending his run of 12 straight,
but that was about the only problem for
North Carolina (12-1). The Tar Heels have
won 12 in a row since losing to Santa Clara
in the opener, and start the bulk of the At-
lantic Coast Conference schedule Saturday
against No. 24 Maryland.

Jawad Williams had 19 points, Rashad
McCants added 15 and Felton finished
with 12 assists for North Carolina. In the
past seven games, May is shooting 66 per-
cent and averaging 17.4 points, all since he
scored a season-low eight points at Indiana
on Dec. 1.

The Tar Heels scored more than 100
points for the second straight game, the
first time that's happened in exactly 10
years, when they beat Marshall 116-62.
Getting there wasn’t easy in this one, since
a three-pointer by McCants accounted for
their only points in the first 4/2 minutes.

14-0 run over a 3-minute span late in
the first half helped North Carolina take
control, and 11 consecutive points to start
the final 20 minutes made it 64-32.

Corey Cofield and Nate Loehrke each
had 16 points for William & Mary (4-6).
After a quick start — it was tied at 20 mid-
way through the first half — the Tribe fell
apan They went nearly 11 minutes span-

ith only two baskets, and
commltted 11 of their 19 turnovers in the
opening half.

William & Mary was within 28-25 on a
jumper by Cofield with about seven min-
utes left in the first half. Later, with the
Tar Heels leading by eight, Williams
scored to start a 14-0 run, which included a

powerful dunk by Marvin Williams after a
nifty pass from Felton.

Jawad Williams finished it off by tipping
in a missed three-point attempt by Melvin
Scott and North Carolina led 53-32 at half-
time.

No. 13 Washington 76, Stanford 73: At
Seattle, Mike Jensen scored 17 points to
pace Washington (12-1, 2-0 Pac-10) to its
eighth straight victory while dropping
two-time defending league champion Stan-
ford (6-6) to 0-2 in the league for the first
time since 1991.

Jensen, who hit six of nine shots, made
two free throws with 12 seconds to play to
provide the final margin. Stanford’s Nick
Robinson missed a three-pointer in the
final seconds.

Tre Simmons also had 17 points for
Washington and Nate Robinson added 10.

hris Hernandez and Dan Grunfeld
each had 15 points for Stanford.

No. 14 Arizona 97, Arizona St. 79: At
Tucson, Salim Stoudamire had 15 of his 18
points in the second half, helping Arizona
turn a close game into a rout. Channing
Frye had a season-high 21 points and Mus-

tafa Shakur added 20, including four
three-pointers, as the Wildcats (11-2) won
their eighth straight.

Arizona State’s Tke Diogu had 23 points,
11 rebounds and five blocks, but went near-
ly 24 minutes without a field goal when the
game was still in doubt as the Sun Devils
(11-2) had a nine-game winning streak
snapped.

No. 19 Louisville 98, Tennessee St.
64: At Louisville, Ky., junior Francisco
Garcia matched his caréer high with 29
points, including eight straight during a
27-4 run.

Garcia hit four three-pointers and Larry
O’Bannon added three over Tennessee
State’s zone as the Cardinals (11-2) hit 12
from behind the arc despite the absence of
three-point specialist Taquan Dean, out
with back spasms.

Tennessee State (5-9) pulled within
36-30 early in the second half on a
three-pointer by Bruce Price and a dunk
by Roshaun Bowens.

Perrin Johnson answered for Louisville,
putting in his own miss and adding a free
throw to ignite a 14-2 run. Brad Gianiny
contributed a three-pointer and threaded a
bounce pass to Garcia for a dunk.

North Carolina’s Marvin

Corey Cofield during the first half of Sun-
day's game at Chapel Hill, N.C. The No. 4
Tar Heels beat William & Mary 105-66.

Garcia then reeled off eight consecutive
points — five free throws and a three-point-
er — during a 13-2 run that made it 63-34.

In a Saturday game:

No. 18 Alabama 68, New Orleans 57:
At Tuscaloosa, Ala, Earnest Shelton
scored 14 points and Jermario Davidson
had 12 points and nine rebounds to help Al-
abama beat New Orleans.

Ronald Steele added 10 points for the
Crimson Tide (11-2). Bo McCalebb led
New Orleans (5-8) with 26 points and
Jamie McNeilly had 11.

abama, which will open Southeastern
Conference play Wednesday night at
Vanderbilt, took a 15-5 lead and led by as
many as 18 points in the first half en route
to a 41-24 halftime lead. The Tide in-
creased the margin to 24 at 45-21 early in
the second half, but the Privateers used an
11-2 spurt to cut it to 65-55.
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Jobs Offered 630  OQutdoorliving 775  Pels 820 | Togs 945 Sporting Goods 980 1040 1040
. onin | Ka0%08. Chiams - ek biack Sie Tiaimat mat Humg N Tl
IT Site Manager K gy o ;;y'-ag‘-"mm maia ﬁm SEFEA e L x‘."'"c.:f'g?a*ﬁz“; BEOBE T i G VT o, e 2
— . coers. 50 84 nen dzing €20 o oty | el OsriTadd Moo New Go Swue USRUCE"S Wz compu
Three years experience in relational o Cul 6331513 3 50 B0 g Soreat | 3550 635 M cosnpusr $225
database management, o include data- x| i s Video 020 S e oma bl SN, TP 800y
base design, management, and query e B g Sty | S panain sy 0058644 g, Saoan 22 Videoiapes of | PS8, Cail Dard or June ar | YO GEOP SRAZ, Wi
construction. Advanced knowledge of || 55w, s, S1eee call ioscig | s, ispsn - Pk ..‘:“"u;g?:"r.“ 5..,W'§,°ﬂ, Home, Bal-eeiome Cel | Cager, 100 Call 2212425
Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, and m‘“?ww“%mf'&_ :;gwgg.";g;c:ghg'; mm nesalmgln mg‘ 0TS e
A pels w B T o Standard |
knowledge of Microsoft Access. At least s imm?mmnm‘ 5 CHECK tandard Issue
5 years supervisory and management 3 b
s - pochels” Srags Meets A
experience. Ability to develop and pre- || s Howseg. oees mw o Sporting Goods 960 Miscellancous 1040 ;rmnﬁmg’h:a e e Sondand
sent detailed briefings and statistical Brokeninb ot A Sl [£3c0) il 368 Bain for 'ew Standay
analysis. Basic knowledge of desktop | 55222 Fesen o P o e SO CSTRAS B g e |
.computer hardware and software, to in- P ———— m_m'“"'m"’.,.“m L falahy oo =utnav-dmww T b i e WAy
clude operating systems, upgrades, & Poegy bor Au 8 2004, i e a5 e Jorms i Cank Ko qucummu inloy- e A es*r'lpemusd.fnii
troubleshooting, and repair. Knowledge ,., . Home, Black g | Ve g M e 1§ CRORS | 535 E003 8t Sm el | P chns . pEade Dk | oM Seu Podibla s 1
of the Alr Foroe personnel system re- | Sas, el e, S R o S s | ey rescon | i, Qe o
quired. Must be able to obtain a Nation- “ﬁ’;‘;ﬁn.%nmm\m awa chy e | Gk B3N ik Nagcamanrmal som
i o ohcH oo ASE Birdy | Foatel, il b b
a Agency Check securly clearance | e :ﬂhmu"ﬁw -
ust be able ta speak, Write, and COMM-| | vuuws oupaen . ey Photogrophy 830 |3z e o S el e ?.::;a*’“r!:*rﬁ\."i'&m i
unicate effectively using the English o e M | e etar oy
Sesge wmrge' & [ »«adw Obinesa - Louis =
language. rand RS P | ooy Gt I e o el it lm _—
v ie aven o B
All resumes or applications Davs ems s st cod b | 2 L PERSY e w1 ?}T‘mﬂ’&“ i 510 Foundy | 2,3 s ﬁ ¥ "‘ g}*;ag;;*‘;',,?;"ni;'; STARS#STRIPES,
should be sent to S0 Bl Rane E3{guoy of S, CEM deme WWI reiide tessturce x| g 0 oo g 1o . 3900 §50, 3 TECH 24 GHZ car || Yo Hommtoen Rewapaper
Robert@dell i Sl JSAP 0 0| S S B | bt i B v encat | £2 95 0009 T e 850t 3 VTG ol
i BEN.00m Fatnsmass Byatoa com RERES A S Sl 220 posse CIRGRN 5354260 o amal Mo gne | ERNSS.




Tuesday, January 4, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES -

P PAGE 31

Russian
tennis star
Maria

Sharapova
yuks it up wif
an elephant in
Thailand’s
Chiang Mai
province a day
before playing
Venus Williams
a charity
exhibition to
help raise
money for the
country’s
tsunami
victims.

3

The Associated Press

CHIANG MAI, Thailand —
Wimbledon champion Maria
Sharapova stamped her authority
over Venus Williams on Sunday,
using strong baseline strokes to
overpower the American 6-4, 6-3
in an exhibition match.

The match began with a 30-sec-
ond tribute to victims of the tsuna-
mi that killed more than 123,000
people from Asia to Africa, includ-
ing nearly 5,000 confirmed dead

LOWEST PRIGED SUPPLEMENTS
HIPPED DIREGTLY AROUND

Sports briefs

in Thailand. It ended with the
players auctioning off their rack-
ets for $2,560.

The players are preparing for
the Australian Open, the season’s
first Grand Slam event, in two
weeks.

Williams and Sharapova next

At Bodybuilding.com you'i save
up to 50% on your supplements and can
have them shipped to your APO/FPO.
Orders over $75 get a free T-Shirt!

Physcaly and manhaiy

o0 e ather side of he warld Haap wp
e oo wuvn et Araw (Rl you e ey
Radpung e soldins who seres vur couniry bolh

B&%D’NG com

BUILDING BETTER BODIES FOR LESS

Sharapova wallops Williams
and then auctions her racket

head to Hong Kong for another ex-
hibition match.

Pennetta upsets Dechy

GOLD COAST, Australia — Fla-
via Pennetta of Italy beat former
champion and sixth-seeded Nath-
alie Dechy of France 7-6 (9-7), 6-1
on the opening day of the Austra-
lian women’s hardcourt champi-
onships.

Dechy, the 2003 champion, has
made at least the quarterfinals of
this event four times, but strug-
gled Sunday in this warmup for
the Australian Open.

Also, fifth-seeded Silvia Farina
Elia of Italy beat Stephanie
Foretz of France 6-3, 7-5;
eighth-seeded Magdalena Malee-
va of Bulgaria defeated Yuliana
Fedak of Ukraine 6-4, 6-1; Denisa
Chladkova of the Czech Republic
defeated Severine Beltrame of
France 4-6, 6-4, 7-5; and Li Na of
China beat Tathiana Garbin of
Ttaly 6-3, 6-1.

Argentina wins in Hopman

PERTH, Australia — Guiller-
mo Coria beat David Sanguinetti
6-1, 7-6 (7-4) Sunday and then
teamed with Gisela Dulko to win
the mixed doubles, giving Argenti-
na a 2-1 victory over Italy in the
opener of the eight-nation Hop-
man Cup team tournament, an
Australian Open tuneup.

Francesco Schiavone defeated
Dulko 6-1, 6-3 in the first match.

Coria, last year’s losing finalist
in the French Open, evened the se-
ries by winning his singles. Coria
and Dulko then topped Schiavone
and Sanguinetti 7-5, 6-0 in the de-
ciding mixed doubles.

U.S. tops Sweden
GRAND FORKS, N.D. — Phil
Kessel scored three goals and
added an assist to help the United
States advance to the semifinals
of the world junior champion-
ships with an 8-2 victory over

Robbie Schremp, Ryan Suter and
Tim Hensick also scored for the
defending champion Americans,
who advanced to face Russia.

e other semifinal, tourna-
ment favorite Canada plays the
Czech Republic.

The 17-year-old Kessel gave
the United States a 3-1 lead in the
second period and added two
goals in a 3:06 span early in the
third.

Al Montoya made 29 saves, al-
lowing only Loui Ericksson’s two
goals.

The Czech Republic advanced
with a 3-0 victory over Finland.
Marek Schwarz made 21 saves,
and Petr Vrana, Rostislav Olesz
and Roman Cervenka scored
goals

German edges Lodwick

RUHPOLDING, Germany —
Germany’s Ronny Ackermann
shook off American Todd Lod-
wick over the final 3 kilometers of
the cross-country skiing portion
Sunday to win his fourth nordic
combined World Cup event of the
season.

Ackermann finished in 20 min-
utes, 13.3 seconds — 13.1 seconds
ahead of Lodwick. The event had
one ski jump and a 7.5-kilometer
sprint. Ackermann and Lodwick
raced together until the German
pulled away at the 5.3 kilometer
mark.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Tuesday

| tAtFN-SDOI‘!S‘SaJn.-NBIvl' Cleveland at Char-
o

G APN-Atlantic,s am. College footbal: ESPN

e Gameb:

AFN-Paci c/Knm, AFN-Atlantic, AFN
radio_Okir Korea, 10 a.m.-( Col\egre foot-
ball: Sug arEuwI Auburn vs. Virginia Tech at

New Orfeans
s, 11:30 am. Figure skating: ISU

alany Bt
(‘“AdF)N Sports, 5 p.m.NBA: Seattle at Miami
ris, 9 pnCollege football: Sugar

Bowh Abgurs Vo0 Tech at
feans (did).

Wednesday
-Sports, 3 a.m.-College football: Su ar
\BOM Acﬂ“:‘i’yum vs. Virginia Tech at New
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-NBA: Milwaukee at Indi-
na

intic, 9 a.m.-College football: ESPN

Atla
lege GameBay.
AFN-Atlantic,  AFN
oréa, 10 am.-College foot-
ball: Orange Bowl, Souther California vs.
Cidanoma at Miar,
AFN-Spoy pn.College.football: Or-
ange el Soctrem Cantornia . OHlans
ma at Miami (did).

All times are Japan and Korea Standard
Time: did indicates delayed broadcast, All
listings are sublect fo change. Visit
www.myafn.net for more information.

Tennis
Uncle Tobys Hardconrts

At Roy al Pmes Resort
Gold Austr:

ard Shidoor

Si
Silvia Farina EI\a (5) Ita\y def. Stephanie
Foretz France, 65,7
Ivet Ben: Cze:h Republic, def. Tiffa-
y Wel \ford Auslra\ ia, 6-4, 6-2
aly, def. Nathalie Dechy

"lavia penneita. It
@) france 1.6 7),57
Denisa Chladkova, Czech Republ
Severine Beltrame, Fran:e YRy
Magdalena Malcevs (5 . def. Yuli-

ana Fedak, Ukraine,
Ching, det. Tathiana Garbin, Italy,

Aep
College basketbal
AP Men's Top 25 fared

Saturday
1. Illinois (14-0) did not play. Next: vs. Ohio
, Wednesday.
2, Kansas (8-0) heat No. 9 Georgia Tech
OT. Next: vs. Texas A&M, Wednesday.
3. Oklahoma state ©:1) did Tt lay: Next:
at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, Monda.
' North Carofina (11-1) did not Biay. Next:
v William & Mary, ay.
" 25ake Forest ( 41713 i hot play. Next: at
o.

didnot play. Next: vs. Clem-

=7 Syracuse {13-1) did not play. Next: at St
Johis, Wednesday,

8" Kentucky (-1} did not play. Next: vs.
South Carofina, Wednesday.

9, Segrala Tech (-2 st to No. 2 Kansas
70-68, OT. Next: vs. Miami, Thursday.

sburgh (10-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Bucknell,

ay.
11 connec(\cut(&l}dldnotp\ay Next: vs.
Bosfon College, Wedne
2 Gonzagh (102) Gid not play. Next: at
sanfa c\ara hursday.
ington (111 did not play. Next:
e Srariond unday.
4. Arizona (10:2) did not play. Next:
Sunday.
@s (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. UNLV,

16, mywa(n 1) did not play. Next: vs. Michi-
Sday.

5. Arie

gan, Wed
977 North Carolina state (10.2) id not play.

Nexi: v West Virg n
5, Alabama (112) beat New Srleans

at Vanderbilt, We
13, Lounsyile (10-3) did not play Nt vs.
Tepnessee State, Sinday.

not play.
<0l Wenesds
Vississippl State uzz‘ did ot play.

N hciinat (1-5) 0 N play. Next: vs.
Depayl, Thursday.
23. Michigan S ite (82) did notplay. Next:
at Penn State, Wednesday.
V2 Manyiand (8. i did o play. Next: v.
unt St. Mary’s, Md.,

25. Virginia (8.1) did not play. Next: vs. No.

5 Wake Forest, Sunday.
Saturday’s men’s scores

EAST
seton Hall 82, Liberty 45

Alabama 68, New Orlea
Kennesaw 75, BnlmomAbbL‘yéS
W. Kentucky 80, Fordnam s

grand VaHeg St. 73, Goshen 34
Kansas 76, Georgia Tech 6% O

Toborfe: Cam Mthodist 73
Rlce 78 Louisiana Tech 57
SMU 95,
Texas AGM-Corpus Christi 86, Chicago St.
Texas Tech 97, San Francisco 53
FAR WEST

vada 58, Hawali 55
Dot S Weber st. 62
UTEP 91, Boise St. 77

Sunday’s men’s scores

American U. 64, Dela
Boston Colleae &7, Massacnusens 8

n
&m0 Cmmec(lcui St.68, Lu ola, Md. 65
Charleston, W.Va. 111, UC-Clermont 49

ehigh 59, Wagner 45
aine 73, stony Braok
ton 68

mtocth S &7 Viddlcbury 57
rinceton 70, Davidson 68, 20T
cxas ALM &2, benn st 60
Vermont 89, Hartford 4

Cent. Michigan 88, Marshall 83
ol of Charlestor 3, Eanisius 72

Coast
lorida St.2. Flor
ouisville 98, Tennessee st.64
iami 76, Nor

iddle Tenr

orecst 83 Constal Carolina ST
West Virginia 82, NC statee
Winthrop 90, Ferrt

al st 76, Kent 1. 67
Bowling Green o6, Buffalo 88

- Commonwealth 55

ake
ri St. 78, Evansv\l\e 5
Ark.-Little Rock 75, Hzrqu 57

EST
‘Washington 76, Stanford 73
Saturday’s women’s scores

EAST
St Bonaventure 54 New Hampshire 37

ech 76, Rco &6
Loyera Ko 75 ko ogkhurst 48

£ Michigan 71, Colombats

Hinors SE. 82 Indiana st 73
lowa 63, Wichia St 38

S asoun 50 87 Bradley 74

SMU 75, Tul
SR B 60,01

Fresno St. 79, San Jose St. 63
Utah 62, Ind.-Pur.-Ft. Wayne 42

Sunday’s women 's scores

Boston College 69, wns( Virginia s6
Buffalo 50, East Carol

haAckes b7 ustin beay 47

St. John's 32

07%: Bentley 64
Dihoreh sz< syracuse 7
Sienasl, bar
Temple 7 o

oon 75, G3brgS Madon 60
e s Brosience 34

SO
Ghattanogga o1 ETSU

£
Clemson Georg
Delawaﬁr_? &,V zommonwea\lh “

uulh forida 50
UNG-Greensboro 50

&
mgn B s Appalachiar st 61
Kentucky 85, . Francis, Pa. 73
LSU ulahe 35

oppin

e wnmmgmn itotstra 7

s.C.-Aiken 71, Presbyterian 59
Tennessee
e

68, 0ld Dominion 58

Arkansas 66, Cincinnati 54
Crelghion 86, Evansville 75
lowa 12l

Kansa ot e : Connecticut St. 23

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas St. 80, Long Island U. 46
Okdanoma St €2 Texas-ban Aferican 48

exas
Toxas KM Corpus. Chrsk 75, stephen
F.Austin
Texas Tech 86, Idaho st. 52

Colorado 73, Manhatts

Santa Clara 79, E. Washlng(on 52
Weber st. 70, Rortiand S0

b n Nmsmnh Classic

oun
Marymount, vas 67 AioGe island Coll. 46
Springfield 64, Plattsburgh 47

Group A
P W D L GF GA Pts.
430121 96

430116 96

420215 16 4

410312 17 2

Belarus 4103922

Group B

x-Canada 44002 58
y-Sweden 420214 13 4
y-Finland 420210 15 4
lovakia 420210 10 4
an, 4004124 0

dvanced to semifinals.
y-advanced to quarterima\s
mnd Yorks,

canada 7, o E)

Gifted states < s
Thiet lRIver Falls. Minn,

cch RebublIc T el
Finiand & German

At Gram('orts N.D.
Switzerland 5, Bel

At
Sweden’s, Germany
Monday, Dec. 27
At Grand Forks, N.D.
Canada, Sweden 1

United smess Switzerlant

Ri ermls.mm
Russia 4, Caech Republic
Siovaida'2, Finlan 50

Tuesday,
Grand ores, wo.
Canada s, o

¢ Thiet River Fals, Minn.
Russia 7, Belarus 2
ednesday, Dec. 29

publCE, Suitzeriand 2
RN
e vmm Fals, Minn.
Finland 5, Swed
Slovakia 5, Germalay
iay, Dec. 30

Srand Forks, N0,
Canada 8, F \
Crea RpDIE S et tato
rer Falls, Minn.
Russia 6, Switzerl ﬂ
Sweden 3, S\OVﬂK\a 0
atus Vdv Jan. 1
acind

Switzerland 5, German /0 9,
arterfinals
Czech Republic 3, leand o
United States 8, Sweder
unday, an. 2
At Grand Forks, N.D.
Relegation
Slovakia vs. Belarus _
Semifinals
Canada vs. Czech Republic
Russia vs. Urited states
nday, an. 3
At Grand Forks. ND.
Rele
Belarus vs. Germany
Switzerland vs. Sjguakia

Place
Quarterfinal \osers
iesday, Jan. 4
Aterand Forks, No.
ird Place
Semifinal losers
Championship
Semifinal winners

BOWL PAYOUTS ARE DIVIDED
EQUALLY AMONG ALL sms\z

CONFERENCE MEMPBERS. BU
THE CONFERENCE DOES 6IVE ws
EXPENSE ACCOUNTS.

BEFORE EVERY HOME
GAMEE, WE ALWAYS ATE
THE TEAM BREAKFAST AT
THE SAME 1HOP, AND WE
WON EVERY HOME GAME.

Clippers beat 76ers
despite 28 turnovers

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Elton Brand
had 26 points and 12 rebounds,
Corey Maggette added 26 points
and the Los Angeles Clippers
overcame 28 turnovers to beat
the Philadelphia 76ers 89-83 on

Sunday.

Chris Kaman had 13 points and
12 rebounds for the Clippers, who
had lost eight of their last 10
games and five of six against Phil-
adelphia.

Allen Iverson scored 35 points
while playing at least 40 minutes
for the 10th straight game. He
shot 16-for-30, while the 76ers’
other starters were a combined
4-for-20 from the field.

None of the Clippers’ reserves
made a field goal, but it hardly
mattered after Los Angeles built
a 69-45 lead with a 15-4 run
capped by Brand’s three-point
play with 2:49 left in the third
quarter.

The Sixers, who twice this sea-
son have rallied from 18-point def-
icits to win, trailed by as many as
24 late in the third before narrow-
ing the gap to 71-63 with a 10-0
run at the start of the fourth.

The Clippers responded with a
10-point run, restoring the
18-point advantage. Brand’s
layup capped the rally with
left.

The 76ers got as close as 85-80
after Iverson scored seven
straight points and Kenny Tho-
mas added two free throws with
1:17 left. But the Clippers
clinched it with four free throws
in the final S5 seconds.

Iverson became the first oppos-

ing player to score more than 24
points against the Clippers in
their last eight games. Philadel-
phia is 6-4 this season when Iver-
son scores 30 or more.

The 76ers have lost nine of
their last 11 games against the
Clippers in Los Angeles. Rookie
forward Andre Iguodala, the only
player to start all 29 games for
Philadelphia, missed his first five
shots and had two points in 34

Samuel Dalembert
picked up four fouls in nine min-
utes and was benched by Sixers
coach Jim O’Brien with five min-
utes left in the first half.

Philadelphia trailed 45-33 at
halftime despite 20 points from
Iverson against a Clippers back-
court decimated by injuries to
Marko Jaric, Kerry Kittles and
impressive rookie Shaun Living-
ston.

Neither team led by more than
three until the Clippers went on a
13-0 run that opened a 39-25 lead
with 4:25 left in the second quar-
ter. Maggette helped fuel the
rally with six free throws and
Rick Brunson capped it with a
three-pointer.

The Sixers, who had 25 turn-
overs in Friday’s five-point loss at
Denver, had seven in the first
quarter and finished with 16,
which the Clippers converted into

17 points.
Notes: Iverson intercepted
Maggette’s pass intended for

Kaman about two minutes in, ex-
tending his streak to 48 consecu-
tive games with at least one steal.
His career-high streak is S1
games, which was broken last
Jan. 17 by the Memphis Grizzlies.

Dixon, Wizards pull
away from Hawks

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Juan Dixon
finds that the hardest part about
coming off the bench is not know-
ing when he’ll play.

It didn’t seem to hurt his game
Sunday.

The reserve guard scored all 15
of his points in the fourth quarter,
leading the Washington Wizards
to a 104-101 victory over the At-
lanta Hawks.

The loss was the fourth straight
for Atlanta.

“It’s tough sitting there on the
bench, but you have to stay pre-
and be in the right
said Dixon, who
scored 15 points in 14 minutes
after playing only 33 minutes in
the previous five games. “You
never know when your number is
going to be called. I cheered the
guys on in the first half, then I
had to go out there and be aggres-
sive and make plays.”

Larry Hughes led the Wizards
with 26 points. Antawn Jamison
added 19 points and Gilbert Are-
nas 17 for Washington, which had
lost its previous two games.

“Juan played great,” Hughes
said. “He came in aggressive and
took good shots. He definitely was
the difference.”

Antoine Walker, who finished
with 18 points, hit a three-pointer
to pull the Hawks to 102-101 with
3.1 seconds left. Jamison’s two
free throws with 2.2 seconds re-
maining sealed the victory.

Tony Delk led the Hawks with
19 points and Tyronn Lue added a
season-high 16 against his former
team. Al Harrington finished
with 14 points and 11 rebounds.

Walker’s three-pointer drew
the Hawks to 99-96 with 33.5 sec-
onds to go. After Hughes made
the first of two free throws, Lue’s
reverse layup pulled the Hawks
to 100-98 with 22.8 seconds left.

Harrington’s dunk made it
93-89, but Hughes answered with
a three-pointer for the Wizards.

“We ran out of time,” Har-
rington said. “We played hard for
the most part of the game — the
last minute we really turned it up.
If we could have done that with
four minutes to go we would have
probably came out on top.”
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Wade has his way; Heat win 14th straight

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Eddie Jones called it “Jorda-
nique,” some sort of morphing of Michael
Jordan and Dominque Wilkins highlights.

Shaquille O’Neal said it was one of the
best 15 plays in NBA history.

Dwyane Wade didn’t have an expldnd-
tion, other than to say everything simply
went his way.

Wade’s blind, over-the-shoulder flip pro-
vided the perfect highlight for his 26-point,
nine-assist effort Saturday night, one that
led the Miami Heat to their 14th straight
win, 113-90 over the Charlotte Bobcats.

Wade made 11 of 16 shots for the Heat,
who have the NBA’s longest winning
streak this season. Miami turned the game
into a blowout with a 27-12 third-quarter
burst, one paced by Wade — whom the

“Those are the best nights, when you
feel like it’s just you and the basket and no
one can really do much about it,” Wade
said. “I wish I had more of those nights.”

O’Neal added 16 points for Miami (25-7),
which had all five starters score in double
figures and moved 6'2 games ahead of
Cleveland for the Eastern Conference’s
best record.

The Heat shot a season-high 59.2 per-
cent from the floor and made it look easy
— no one more so than Wade.

With 3:53 left in the third quarter, he
dribbled past Charlotte’s Kareem Rush
and drove down the left side of the lane.

Brevin Knight stepped in front, and
wrapped both arms around Wade — who
turned his back from the basket, tossed the
ball over his shoulder and somehow got it

“That’s the kind of night he had going,”
Knight said. “You have to tip your hat and
move on.”

Added Miami’s Udonis Haslem: “Once
he gets in that groove, he can throw up all
kinds of stuff. It'll go in.”

Emeka Okafor had his 19th straight dou-
ble-double — 17 points and 10 rebounds —
for Charlotte, which also got 14 points from
Jason Hart, 10 points from Rush, and
seven a: from Knight. The Bobcats’
starters were outscored 78-41 by Miami's
opening lineup.

The Heat’s winning streak is the NBA’s
longest since New Jersey won 14 straight
last season. The last team to win more con-
secutively was O’Neal’s Los Angeles Lak-
ers, who had a 19-game run during the
1999-2000 season on the way to a champi-
onship.

we are just not in that class, especially on a
back-to-back,” obcats coach Bernie
Bickerstaff, whose team lost its fifth
straight. “We just didn’t have that persis-
tence to get anything dong

Charlotte lost at home nn Friday to Seat-

tle.

Foul trouble sent O'Neal to the bench
twice in the first half — but Miami pulled
away on both occasions.

O'Neal picked up his second foul with
3:33 left in the first, but the Heat respond-
ed with a 13-2 run to build an eight-point
lead. And with O’Neal out with three fouls,
Miami outscored Charlotte 14-4 in the last
3:32 of the half to take a 55-43 edge.

Wade added plenty of entries to his bur-
geoning highlight reel.

He had three dunks in the second quar-
ter, the first coming on a two-handed slam
after he dribbled uncontested down the

Bobcats couldn’t stop.

to fall through the hoop.

“They are a

good basketball team, and

lane for a 33-26 lead.

Kidd’s Nets top Marbury’s Knicks

The Associated Press

NEW YORK The self-pro-
claimed “best point guard in the
NBA” did not throw the pass of
the night. Jason Kidd did, and
Vince Carter had been waiting al-
most a decade to see one like it.

Carter dunked an off-the-back-
board, alley-oop feed from Kidd,
and the New Jersey Nets defeat-
ed the New York Knicks 93-87 Sat-

urday night.
“It was in college, against
Duke, at home

— and I

missed it
Carter said of
the last time
he had seen
such a pass. “I
said the next time it ever hap-
pened again, I'd take care of it.

“T was just expecting him to
throw it back to me, but when I
saw him throw it off the back-
board, inside I was like ‘Oh, T
know what to do with this." ”

Kidd did not outplay counter-
part Stephon Marbury one day
after Marbury made his bold dec-
laration about being the NBA’s
best point guard.

Marbury had 31 points, eight as-
sists and four rebounds to Kidd’s
13 points, three assists and four
rebounds, but the Nets led
throughout the final three quar-
ters and did what they usually do
against their cross-river rivals in
beating the Knicks for the 17th
time in 20 meetings.

“There was no reason for him
to feel he had to say that,” Kidd
said. “Don’t hammer him too
hard. It’s too early in the season.”

Carter, who assumed the play-
making duties for the Nets during
alarge part of the fourth quarter,
had 16 points, five assists and six
rebounds, while Richard Jeffer-
son had 17 points, six rebounds
and four assists.

Nazr Mohammed added 18
points and 13 rebounds for the

NBA
roundup

Knicks, who had their
three-game  winning  streak
snapped.

Marbury’s statement was the
talk of Madison Square Garden
prior to tipoff.

“Don’t get me wrong, I love
Jason Kidd, he is a great point
guard,” Marbury said. “[But]
how am I comparing myself to

Knicks point guard Stephon Marbury fouls New Jersey’s Travis Best on
a breakaway to the basket. Marbury scored 31 points in the loss.

him when I think I'm the best
point guard to play basketball?
That makes no sense. I can’t com-
pare myself to somebody when I
already think I’'m the best.

“I'm telling you what it is. I
know I'm the best point guard in
the NBA,” Marbury sai

Kidd spoke only bneﬂy with re-
porters before tipoff, joking that
he would be just the third-best
point guard in the building, rank-
ing himself behind Marbury and
Kidd’s son, 6-year-old T.J.

Jefferson was more verbose.

“John Stockton never said he
was the best point guard in the
NBA. Michael Jordan, I don’t re-
call too many times him saying he
was the best player, Magic
Johnson. You know, not too many
guys come out and say they’re the
best,” Jefferson said. “J-Kidd has
been the No. 1 point guard in the
NBA for as long as I've been here,
and never once has he said he’s
the best.”

Grizzlies 104, Timberwolves
95: Pau Gasol scored 23 points

and Earl Watson added 20 to lead
Memphis to a come-from-behind
victory at Minnesota.

Watson shot 7-for-10 and
5-for-5 from three-point range for
Memphis, which trailed by 15
points in the first half. Fellow re-
serve Bonzi Wells added 18
points as Memphis won its third
straight and for the sixth time in
eight games.

Bulls 105, Magic 90: Eddy
Curry scored 22 points and Kirk
Hinrich added 18 points and nine
assists for Chicago at home.

Trail Blazers 97, Warriors 88:
In Portland, Ore, Shareef
Abdur-Rahim had 26 points and
nine rebounds to help Portland
rally to snap Golden States
four-game winning streak. The
Warriors built a 14-point lead in
the second half, but Damon
Stoudamire capped a Portland
comeback with two consecutive
three-pointers to tie it at 71. The
Blazers got another Stoudamire
three to tie it again, then went
ahead 78-76 on rookie Sebastian
Telfair’s layup.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atiantic Division
pet
New York % in
Boston 1316 48 2%
Philadelphia 316 48
ew Jersey 18 319 4
oronto 10021 323 6%
" southeast Division
Miami % 7 78
Washington B2 T
Orlando 5% 8
Charlotte 259 15
Atianta RIZaRTA
Cleveland 586
Detroit 536 1
indiana 56 1w
Chicago 30 6
Milwaukee 346 6k

Western Conference

‘Southwest Division
L Pt GB
san Antonio 25 6 806 -
Dallas 1910 655 5
Houston 15 15 500 9%
Memphis 1517 469 10%
New Orleans 2% 071 2%
‘Northwest Division
seattle 2 6 78 -
Minnesota 6125 6
Portland 14 14 50 8
1415 483 8n
L1119 36 12
Pacific Division
nix 2% 4 82 -
Sacramento 18 9 667 6
aker 1512 556 9
LA dispers 115 a3 1
Golden State 1119 367 14
day's games

tur
Miami 113, Charlotte 90
New Jersey 33, New York 87
Memphis 104, Minnesota 95
Chicago 105, Orlando 80
Portland 97, Golden State 88

Sur
Washington 104, Atlanta 101
LA Clfppers 8 Philadelphia 83

Denver at LA. Lakers
Klonday's games
Orlando at Toronto
iew Orleans at Boston
Cleveland at Charlotte
Seattleat Miami
i
Dctm}( at Ch\%ago
ippers.
BhiadGinia ot Gojen state
uesd:

Milwaukee at Indiana
es
LA. Lakers at San Antonio

Saturday
Trail Blazers 97, Warriors 88

GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 513 2-4 12,
Murphy 616 4413 Robinson &.10 34 12, P
etrus 4-14 26 10, Claxton 4-11 2§ 11,
Eheaney 5110010, Fisher 412 00 18, Foys

002, Sesay 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 34-93 13-23

RTLAND - Mies 3-8 0:2 & Abdur Ratim
-7 26, Prybila 12 0-00, Anderson 3-8
an Exel 0-4 2-2 2, Stoudami
(STson .0 812 16, Hah 3 1.5 3,16k
511 45 14, Outlaw 1-5 1-4 3. Totals 34-76

ien State 3117 23 17-88

32—
“Three-Point Goals—Golden State 7-25 (Mur-
phy 3-5, Fisher 2-4, Claxton 1.2, Robinson 1

Heat 113, Bohcats 90
TTE — Wallace 2-5 0-0 4, Okafor

aiiahth Brezec 39006, Knight 36006,
- Rush #1100 10, TSIt}
1-30:0 3, Hart

12 -42-27, Anderson 01 0-00. To-
s e 38 13,
nnzs2-

7 38 Bt
Three point. Goals— Char\one 49 (Rush

Bogans 01, Hart
4‘\3 E.Jones 3-6, But.

), Mi ( 5 on
\erll g 1-h 5o6
¢, Rebounds—Charlotte 4 (Okator 103,

Mlam\ 56 (Haslem 9), Assists=Charlotte 19
ight 7), 24 (Wade 9). Total fouls—
e 2 i 20 45021 (1600

Nets 93, Knicks 87

Sisflerson 613 3:4 17, col.

B rstic orl
13). Assists—New Jersey 20 (Carter
York 16 (Marbury 8). Total fouls—New Jersey
21 New. vork 2L Technicais—T Thomas.
A~19,763 (19,763).

Grizzlies 104, Timberwolves 95

1.83-45, Gasol 91057
z: anhtE 7S il 3503 5 Willams
28, Battier 3-10 2-4 9, Wells 7:13 1-1 18,
Taison 7 0tz 20, Cardinal 24004 Totals
BL L2
"‘ﬁ‘“‘ segzerbia 10140422 Gar-

N 0- . Hudson 3-8 2
9,G1fin 4800, Holberg 1100 2. Totals
377316
M 23 27 31 23-104
sota 218 1o 95
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50n5-5, Wells 35, Miller
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(Watson §), Minneso

foul Mphis.
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Ravens do their part to get into playoffs

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The Balti-
more Ravens did their part to get
into the playoffs, then dashed
home to discover their fate.

“Time for a little Chinese food
and a little game-watching,”
Ravens coach Brian Billick said
after watching his team stumble
past the Miami Dolphins 30-23
Sunday.

Baltimore needed to beat the
Dolphins and have three other
games fall its way to earn a
wild-card berth. After fulfilling
their share of the equation, the
Ravens left the field unsure of
their postseason fate.

Baltimore (9-7) had to have Buf-
falo lose to Pittsburgh, Denver
lose to Indianapolis and Jackson-
ville either tie or lose to Oakland.
Buffalo lost while the Ravens
played, and the other two games
began soon after Baltimore was
done.

“I'm in front of the TV. I want
to see what’s going on,” Ravens
linebacker Terrell Suggs said. “If
there is anybody to blame for the
situation, it's definitely us. We
just have to see what happens.”

Losses earlier in the season to
Cleveland, Kansas City and Cin-
cinnati put the Ravens in a situa-
tion where they had to depend on
others to reach the postseason.
That same kind of inconsistent
play was on display Sunday dur-
ing a game that Baltimore should
have won handily.

Playing against a downtrodden
Miami team that was forced to

R’ﬁy NFL roundup

start _third-string quarterback
Sage Rosenfels, Baltimore built a
27-7 lead, then allowed the Dol-
phins to close to 27-21 before hold-
ing on.

“If we could win 40-7, that
would be great,” Ravens quarter-
back Kyle Boller said, “but that’s
the way it is.”

Jamal Lewis scored a touch-
down and ran for 167 yards, giv-
ing him 1,006 for the season.

Baltimore’s Jarret Johnson re-
turned an interception for a score
and teammate Ed Reed got his
ninth interception and returned it
41 yards to get an NFL record for
return yardage in a season (358).

“He threw me the football,”
Reed said with a grin. “It’s just an-
other record; it will be up there
for however long it will be up
there.”

But the Ravens’ defense, play-
ing without injured linebacker
Ray Lewis (broken wrist), was
burned for a touchdown on the
first play from scrimmage and
later yielded a 90-yard drive
against a team that concluded its
worst season since 1969.

The Dolphins (4-12) finished
3-4 under interim coach Jim
Bates.

Nick Saban has already been
hlred to coach Miami next sea-

“When I took over cight weeks

ago we were 1-8 and it was a
tough situation,” Bates said. “For
the last seven football games,
we've been in every one. Today
we were down 27-7 — 20 points
— and there’s no quit in the foot-
ball team. We came back and still
had a chance to get back in it.”

Miami used a 95-yard kickoff
return by Wes Welker — the Dol-
phins’ first for a score since 1989
— and a 35-yard TD run by
Sammy Morris to get to 27-21.

It was 30-21 when Travis
Minor appeared to score a touch-
down for Miami, but officials
ruled he came up short and Antho-
ny Weaver ended the drive with
an interception.

Rosenfels launched his first
NFL start in grand style, throw-
ing a 76-yard touchdown pass to
Chris Chambers on his initial

play.

Starting for injured A.J. Feeley
(ribs), Rosenfels went 16-for-38
for 264 yards and three intercep-
tions.

Packers 31, Bears 14: At Chi-
cago, Brett Favre’s short work
day was a productive one.

Favre and Green Bay warmed
up for the playoffs with a convinc-
ing win. Green Bay (10-6), the
third seed in the NFC, will host a
playoff game next weekend at
Lambeau Field.

Favre played the first quarter
and one series in the second,
going 9-for-13 for 196 yards and
two touchdowns as the Packers
beat the Bears (5-11) for the 21st
time in the last 26 meetings — in-
cluding 11 straight on the road.

Favre also went over 4,000
yards passing in a season for the
fourth time in his career and
reached 30 TD passes for an
eighth time before backup Craig
Nall took over.

Wearing “92” on their helmets
in memory of former teammate
Reggie White, the Packers gave
up an early touchdown before
roaring to a 28-7 halftime lead
against their oldest rival.

Titans 24, Lions 19: Tennes-
see promised it wouldn't quit
until the season ended. They cer-
tainly didn't.

Billy Volek threw for 175 yards
and a touchdown before being
knocked out of the game in the
fourth quarter, and the Titans
held on for the victory. Tennessee
snapped its five-game losing skid.

The Titans (5-11) were without
14 players from their opening day
roster because of injuries, but
they had more than enough to
handle Detroit (6-10).

The Lions trailed 24-13 after a
40-yard field goal by Gary Ander-
son, but nearly rallied after De-
troit end James Hall knocked
Volek out of the game with a
sprained right shoulder.

Detroit pulled to 24-19 follow-
ing a 17-yard TD pass from Joey
Harrington to Roy Williams with
4:06 left. Tennessee challenged
the call, but the referee upheld
the score, saying the ball came
out after Williams crossed the
goal line.

Patriots 21, 49ers 7: Host
New England heads into the play-

offs with another win and some
new worries.

They overcame a sloppy first
half against San Francisco, who
matched their franchise-worst
2-14 record and clinched the top
pick in this year’s draft.

om Brady threw two touch-
down passes after losing an inter-
ception and a fumble. Corey Dil-
lon ran for 116 yards and one
touchdown but also lost a fumble.
A penalty nullified Bethel
Johnson’s punt return for a touch-
down at the end of the 49ers’ first
drive.

And the Patriots’ regular-sea-
son record of scoring first in 20
straight games ended on Ken
Dorsey’s  4-yard pass to
third-string tight end Steve Bush
late in the first quarter. They had
scored first in 23 consecutive
games, including the playoffs, but
couldn’t do it against the team
that began the day having al-
lowed the most points in the NFL.
this season.

Bengals 38, Eagles 10: Phila-
delphia’s junior varsity played
like the old Cincinnati Bengals.

‘With Donovan McNabb and sev-
eral other starters sitting out, the
Eagles’ backups were thoroughly
dominated.

Rudi Johnson ran for three
touchdowns and Jon Kitna threw
a scoring pass, helping the Ben-
gals win their second straight
game to finish 8-8 for the second
year in a row.

The Eagles (13-3) had five turn-
overs in their worst performance
since a 38-0 loss to Seattle in the
1998 season opener.

Vikings: Redskins end Gibbs’ season on high note

VIKINGS, FROM BACK PAGE

mto the playoffs. Yeah, that’s true,” Tice

aid. “Fortunately, we start off the same with
0 0. Unfortunately, we certainly don’t come
into this thing with any tremendous rhythm.”

As Tice spoke, the lights went out in the
news conference room for a few seconds.

“Believe me, that’s how our whole season’s
gone,” he said.

The Redskins (6-10) rallied to give a spirit-
ed finishing performance to Joe Gibbs’ disap-
pointing comeback season, his worst in 13
years with the Redskins. The Hall of Fame
coach plans to keep working nonstop to re-
store his legacy.

“I'm anxious to get started. The offseason
will be a big time for us. I think it will be one
of the most important six months of my
coaching career, trying to help ourselves
every way we can,” Gibbs said. “I think the
‘most important thing is that our guys went
and finished strong. I think they made a com-
‘mitment there with nothing on the line but
pride.”

Patrick Ramsey completed 17 of 26 passes
for 216 yards with two touchdowns and one
interception, and Ladell Betts ran 26 times
for a career-high 118 yards subbing for in-
jured back Clinton Portis.

The Redskins scored more than two touch-
downs for only the second time all season.

“Maybe they didn’t think we had anything
to play for,” defensive end Renaldo Wynn
said. “They don’t know this team.”

The defense rattled Minnesota quarter-
back Daunte Culpepper with four sacks and
several times forced him to throw the ball
away.

Culpepper completed 27 of 44 passes for

299 yards and two touchdowns. His last pass
was a 38-yard desperation touchdown to Mar-
cus Robinson with 2 seconds remaining.

The Vikings failed to recover the subse-
quent onside kick, then went to the locker
room and waited for the Saints to finish off a
21-18 win. They spoke of getting revenge on
the Packers, who beat Minnesota twice this
season on a late-second field goals.

“Nobody has won the Super Bowl at 8-8,”
Culpepper said. “But my whole life I have
been defining history, so it ain’t no thing for
me to do it again.”

Moss caught just five passes for 66 yards,
including an acrobatic 28-yard touchdown
pass over safety Sean Taylor that cut the Red-
skins’ lead to 14-10 late in the third quarter.

The Vikings’ offensive troubles were star-
tling, considering they were playing a deplet-
ed Redskins defense. Fred Smoot didn’t play
because of a bruised kidney, and Shawn
Springs missed part of the third quarter after
falling ill at halftime.

The loss would have been uglier were it
not for defensive tackle Kevin Williams, who
had two sacks and created two turnovers in-
side Minnesota’s 25-yard line. Williams inter-
cepted a pass in the first half and stripped
the ball from Ramsey in the second.

Yet, the Vikings are playoff-bound.

“It is mixed emotions,” Burleson said.
“The best emotion is excitement. Any team
would be happy to get into the playoffs.”

Notes: Vikings strong safety Corey
Chavous’ status for the playoffs is in doubt
after he broke his left elbow on a running

play. Minnesota receiver Kelly Campbell
sprained his right shoulder. ... The Redskins
committed three penalties for a season-low 13
yards. They fell S5 yards short of breaking the
franchise record of 1,110 set in 1948.

KRT

Minnesota quarterback Daunte Culpepper (11)
looks to release the ball as he is pressured by
Washington defender Renaldo Wynn (97)
during the Vikings 21-18 loss to the Redskins
on Sunday at FedEx Field in Landover, Md.
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Rams heat

Jets in 0T,

earn trip to playoffs

N.Y. also qualifies for postseason

BY R.B. FALLSTROM
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis
Rams won a finale that, in the
end, they needed much more
than the New York Jets.

Marc Bulger threw for 450
yards and three touchdowns and
Jeff Wilkins kicked a 31-yard
field goal with 3:03 left in over-
time Sunday to give the Rams a
32-29 victory over the New York
Jets, clinching their fourth play-
off berth in five seasons under
coach Mike Martz.

The Rams (8-8) won their last
two games to qualify as the NFC
wild card, and had a chance to
win the West if the Seattle Sea-
hawks lost to the Atlanta Falcons
later Sunday. St. Louis also fin-
ished 6-2 at home.

The Rams’ effort took on more
meaning when Minnesota lost to
the Washington Redskins, be-
cause St. Louis had to win to
make it into the postseason. The
Jets (10-6) qualified well before
overtime began, when Buffalo
lost 29-24 to Pittsburgh.

Despite the loss, New York
made the playoffs for the third
time in four seasons under coach
Herman Edwards.

The Jets play at San Diego next
weekend but enter the playoffs on
abit of a downer. They have gone
5-6 since winning their first five
games.

They also lost wide receiver
Wayne Chrebet (concussion) in
the first half.

Curtis Martin had 153 yards on
28 carries and moved into fourth
place on the NFL career rushing
Tist.

The Jets played to win in over-
time, keeping Chad Pennington
and Martin on the field. Doug
Brien’s miss on a S3-yard field
goal attempt opened the door for
the Rams’ final drive.

St. Louis got great field position
at its 43, and Bulger needed only
five plays to get the Rams in posi-
tion for Wilkins' game-winner.
Wilkins split the uprights on first
down after Bulger's 22-yard
swing pass to Steven Jackson.
Bulger completed 29 of 39 passes.

The Rams won with a revived
offense, scoring more than 20
points for the first time in seven
weeks. They had scoring drives of
three and one play in the first
half, including a 44-yard catch by
Torry Holt near the end of the
half right after a Jets punt.

St. Louis Rams WR Torry Holt catches a 44-yard TD pass from QB
Marc Bulger over New York Jets’ Erik Coleman (26), and David Barrett
during the second quarter on Sunday. Holt become the first player in
NFL history with five consecutive 1,300-yard receiving seasons.

St. Louis appeared to have
taken control early in the third
quarter when Jackson broke two
tackles on a 20-yard run that
made it 21-10. But the Jets quick-

The Jets took a 26-21 lead when
Jonathan Vilma intercepted a
tipped pass and returned it 38
yards for a score. The ensuing
2-point conversion failed when

? Hhrow 1

Iyr

Jerricho Cotchery returned the
ensuing kickoff 94 yards to cut
the gap to four. Less than a
minute later, Jason Ferguson
stripped the ball from Isaac
Bruce after a reception and Don-
nie Abraham recovered to set up
a 33-yard field goal by Brien.

rew
St. Louis retook the lead with
5:06 remaining in regulation,
‘when two Jets defenders collided,
allowing Torry Holt to break free
on a 19-yard TD reception. Jack-
son’s conversion run made it a
3-point lead, but the Jets tied it
when Brien kicked a 27-yard field
goal with 3 seconds remaining.

AP

Cleveland Browns interim coach
Terry Robiskie, right, is congratu-
lated by defensive lineman Kenard
Lang after the Browns beat the
Houston Texans 22-14 Sunday.
The victory was Robiskie’s first as
the Browns’ coach.

Browns end dismal season with win

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The Cleveland
Browns now have two things to
celebrate: the end of their
nine-game losing streak and, mer-
cifully, the end of their miserable
season.

Kelly Holcomb’s return to the
lineup provided a lift to the punch-
less Browns’ offense, and Cleve-
land surprised the Houston Tex-
ans with a thoroughly dominating
effort in a 22-14 victory on Sun-
day in the season finale for both
teams.

Lee Suggs had his third
straight 100-yard rushing day
and Phil Dawson kicked five field
goals, giving Browns interim
coach Terry Robiskie his only vic-
tory in five games since replacing
Butch Davis on Nov. 30.

Since Davis resigned following

a wacky loss to Cincinnati, Ro-
biskie and many of the players un-
abashedly campaigned for turn-
ing his gig into a full-time job.
The inspired performance by the
Browns (4-12) spoke volumes
about the team’s belief in the wild-
ly popular former offensive coor-
dinator.

At the end, several Cleveland
players doused the ecstatic Ro-
biskie with a Gatorade cooler and
many more embraced him. In the
raucous locker room after the
game, players teased Robiskie
into doing a silly dance on a table.

The Browns will probably start
another franchise makeover Mon-
day, starting with a search for a
third personnel chief and, most
likely, a fourth coach since their
inaugural season in 1999.

Their performance Sunday
might indicate the Browns aren’t
as bad as many think.

Cleveland looked much better
with Holcomb than rookie Luke
McCown at the helm of its of-
fense.

After missing more than a
month with cracked ribs, Hol-
comb led the Browns to their best
offensive performance since a
58-48 loss to the Bengals. Hol-
comb started that game, throwing
for five TDs to tie a franchise
record.

Against the Texans, Holcomb
was 20-for-29 for 228 yards with a
touchdown and two interceptions.
Suggs had 131 yards on 26 carries
and, more importantly, no fum-
bles a week after coughmg up the
ball three times in a loss at
Miami.

Domanick Davis scored on a
1-yard run and finished with 103
yards on 17 carries for Houston
(7-9).

Steelers’ subs

The Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — The
Pittsburgh Steelers are so good
that they ended Buffalo’s playoff
hopes with their backups.

Fourth-string running  back
Willie Parker had 102 yards rush-
ing and backup linebacker James
Harrison returned a fumble 18
yards for a touchdown, helping
Seal the Steelers’ 29-24 victory
over Buffalo on Sunday. The Steel-
ers won their 14th straight to
match the record set by Miami in
1972 and became the fourth team
in NFL history to finish 15-1.

keep Bills from first playoif berth since '99

The Bills (9-7) had a six-game
win streak snapped, and squan-
dered a chance to win their first
playoff spot since 1999.

‘Their loss automatically put the
New York Jets in.

Buffalo made it close when Will-
is McGahee scored his second
touchdown of the game on a
1-yard plunge with 78 seconds
left. But the Bills’ onside kick
failed when Steelers cornerback
Tke Taylor recovered the ball.

It was an exceptional perfor-
mance by the Steelers, who al-

ready had clinched home-field ad-
vantage in the playoffs. They won
without quarterback Ben Roeth-
lisberger, running back Jerome
Bettis, receiver Plaxico Burress
and linebacker Kendrell Bell.
And from the third quarter on,
their lineup included quarter-
back Brian St. Pierre, promoted
from the team’s practice squad
last week, and a defense with only
five starters.

St. Pierre, who replaced
Tommy Maddox late in the third
quarter, missed on his one pass at-

tempt in an NFL debut that con-
sisted of him handing the ball to
Parker.

Maddox went 12-for-24 for 120
yards, a touchdown and two inter-
ceptions.

The game turned late in the
third quarter after Buffalo’s Rian
Lindell missed wide right on a
28-yard field-goal attempt that
left the Bills clinging to a 17-16
lead.

The Steelers responded on
their next drive when Jeff Reed
hit a 37-yarder, set up by Parker’s
58-yard run.

Win over
Panthers
not enough
for Saints

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Masters
of the late-season flop, the New
Orleans Saints finally won a game
that mattered.

Then they had to wait to see
just how much it mattered.

Needing to beat the Carolina
Panthers to stay in playoff conten-
tion, the Saints did their part with
a 21-18 victory on Sunday. But
they needed outside help to get in,
and failed to get it. Halfway
across the country, the St. Louis
Rams beat the New York Jets
32-29 in overtime, ending the sea-
son for the Saints.

Aaron Brooks passed for 216
yards and threw a 44-yard touch-
down pass to Joe Horn, and the
Saints (8-8) forced three turn-
overs and used relentless pres-
sure on Jake Delhomme, sacking
him six times.

As the Panthers (7-9) lined up
for a desperation 60-yard field
goal attempt to send the game
into overtime, Tony Bryant
blocked John Kasay’s kick to pre-
serve the victory. Because the
Panthers lost, Minnesota made
the playoffs even though the Vi-
kings fell to Washington 21-18.

The victory capped an impres-
sive turnaround for the Saints
and might have saved coach Jim
Haslett’s job. On shaky ground a
month ago when New Orleans
was 4-8, the Saints rallied to win
their final four.

The loss ended Carolina’s push
to make the playoffs. The defend-
ing NFC champions lost seven of
their first eight games and lost 14
players to injury before rallying
behind a patchwork group of re-
placements.

But without a core group of
skill players, the run finally
ended for the Panthers in one of
Delhomme’s worst games in Caro-
lina.

Off all day, the majority of his
passes were uncatchable. They
sailed over his receivers, dropped
short in front of them, and a few
were even out of bounds.

Even his 9-yard touchdown
pass to Muhsin Muhammad was
iffy: Muhammad had to reach
high to get it over his defender,
and barely got his feet inbound.

He had two costly fumbles and
finished 24-for-50 for 307 yards.

Delhomme had two decent
drives near the end of the game,
throwing a 7-yard TD pass to Mu-
hammad and completing the
2-point conversion to Mike
Seidman to make it 21-18 with
5:08 to play.

But after a defensive stop, he
was flat again. He threw two in-
completions and was sacked by
Darren Howard to end any mo-
mentum the Panthers had
grabbed.

The Saints couldn’t run out the
clock, though, and the Panthers
got one last chance with the ball
on the New Orleans 2 and S0 sec-
onds to play. Two completions
and a hook-and-ladder set up
Kasay’s failed attempt.
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Sugar Bowl bittersweet for No. 3 Auburn

Even with a win over No. 9 Virginia Tech undefeated Tigers would be out of title picture

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Poor Au-
bus

.

A 12-0 record and SEC title
would be enough to make the Ti-
gers a front-runner for the nation-
al title most years — or at least
cause a spirited debate about
who’s No. 1.

But this isn’t most years.

While Southern California and
Oklahoma prepare for their Or-
ange Bowl matchup that probably
will decide an undisputed nation-
al title, Auburn can only watch
like the kid with his nose pressed
up against the glass. No matter
what the Tigers do in Monday
night’s Sugar Bowl, they have lit-
tle, if any, chance of being No. 1.

“To be honest with you, it gives

s more motivation,” running
back Carnell Williams said. “Ev-
erybody’s mad,

TN
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other poll might decide we de-
serve to be No. 1,” said Ed Rich-
ardson, the interim president at
Auburn.

But Auburn is behind No. 1
Southern California and No. 2
Oklahoma, who have identical
12-0 records. Even if Auburn
beats No. 9 Virginia Tech (10-2)
in one of those laughers usually

hurt. But why should we stop
here and let that be a setback?
Why not go out on Jan. 3 and try
to show people that the system is
whacked? They messed up. We
are the best team.”

If this scenario sounds familiar,
well, it is. Only No. 3 Auburn’s
plight is even more pitiful than
top-ranked Southern California’s
being left out of the Bowl Champi-
onship Series title game last year.

The Trojans at least had the
hope of splitting the national title
because they were No. 1 in both
polls, and that's exactly what hap-
pened. Southern California kept
its No. 1 ranking in The Associat-
ed Press Top 25 poll, while LSU
won the BCS crown.

“If it happens we’re fortunate
enough to win, perhaps some

reserved for foes,
the Tigers are unlikely to leap-
frog the Orange Bowl winner or
be anything other than the an-
swer to a trivia question.

No team from a major confer-
ence has gone unbeaten without
getting at least a share of the na-
tional title since Penn State in
1994. The Nittany Lions were
12-0 then and won the Rose Bowl,
but Nebraska was 13-0 and a con-
sensus champ.

“This is all mythical,” Auburn
coach Tommy Tuberville said.

“When you don’t have a playoff
of four, eight or 16 teams, it’s
picked by other people. We think
we're the best team in the coun-
try, and we've played like it so far
most of the time this year. But
agam that's for other people to de-
cide.”

Auburn quarterback Jason Campbell was the SEC’s offensive player of

the year this season, setting career highs

19 touchdown passes

and 2,511 yards passing. He threw only six interceptions.

The BCS tweaked its formula
this year in hopes of avoiding
messes just like this, emphasizing
the human polls over computers.

But as Auburn and Utah and
California found out, the polls
aren’t foolproof, either.

While Southern California and
Oklahoma have been the national
title favorites all year, Auburn
was way down at No. 17 in the pre-
season poll. That’s a lot of ground
to make up, and the Tigers had lit-
tle hope of doing it when USC and
Oklahoma kept winning.

“This is a perfect example of
how we need to wait until Oct. 1
or Oct. 15 before we do those
polls, because it’s just a fact that
things change,” said Virginia
Tech coach Frank Beamer, who

votes in the coaches poll. “We
started off with Southern Cal one,
Oklahoma two and Auburn three.
About five or six weeks from the
end, I just thought Auburn was
playing the best football. That's
no slight to Oklahoma, but I had
Southern Cal one, Auburn two
and Oklahoma three.”

Auburn climbed as high as a tie
for second with Oklahoma in the
Nov. 14 AP poll, but dropped
back to third the following week.
Even a victory over then-No. 15
Tennessee — the Tigers’ second
of the year — in the SEC champi-
onship game couldn’t give them
the boost they needed.

No offense to USC and Heis-
man Trophy winner Matt Leinart
or to Oklahoma, playing for its

second national title in five years,
but Auburn might be the best
story in college football this year.

Certainly no team has over-
come more than the Tigers to get
where they are.

A soap opera writer couldn’t
have scripted Auburn’s 2003 sea-
son.
The Tigers didn’t come close to
meeting their lofty expectations,
and a small cabal of university
leaders embarrassed themselves
and the school and humiliated Tu-
berville with their bungled at-
tempt to push the coach out.

In a rare display of decorum in
athletics, Tuberville refused to
fire back at his detractors. That
class struck a chord with his play-
ers, and they credit the turmoil
for bringing them even closer.

Williams, fellow running back
Ronnie Brown and cornerback
Carlos Rogers decided to put the
NFL on hold and return for their
senior seasons.

That this could be a special sea-
son became clear in the third
game, when the Tigers rallied to
beat then-No. 5 LSU 10-9 on a
touchdown with 1:14 left. They
rolled from there, winning all but
one of their games by double dig-
its. Their 12-0 record is the best
in Auburn history, and their SEC
title was the school’s first since
1989.

“We really have done some-
thing special this year by going
12-0 so far,” offensive tackle Mar-
cus McNeill said. “We want to
end up this perfect season and go
down as one of Auburn’s greatest
teams.”

And the Tigers will have to be
content with that. Because this
year, perfect isn’t quite good
enough.

Orange Bowl as perfect a matchup as BCS allows

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Pete Carroll calls
this one the perfect matchup, and
in many ways it is: USC vs. Okla-
homa in the Orange Bowl for the
national title.

Preseason favorites to make it
to Miami, the Trojans and Soon-
ers were No. 1 and No. 2 in the
polls all year. They feature the
last two Heisman Trophy win-
ners and about a dozen All-Ameri-
cans between them.

Two of college football’s most

No. 1 USC, No. 2 Oklahoma have heen on path to title game all season
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storied and tradition-rich pro-
grams, Oklahoma and Southern
California have 11 AP national ti-
tles combined.

Of course, rarely is anything
ever perfect when the Bowl
Championship Series is involved.

Just ask Auburn.

The top-ranked Trojans (12-0)
and No. 2 Sooners (12-0) meet
Tuesday night for a national
championship that will wrap up
the college football season, but
not necessarily the debate over
who’s No. 1.

On Monday night, No. 3 Au-
burn puts its 12-0 record on the

line against Virginia Tech in the
Sugar Bowl with a chance to fin-
ish a perfect season that will com-
pare favorably with that of the Or-
ange Bowl winner.

“It stinks the way it played out
this year for them,” Oklahoma
quarterback Jason White said.
“They're a great team. They prob-
ably deserve to be in this champi-
onship game just as much as ei-
ther one of us. But that's the way
it worked out.”

USC and Oklahoma were right
at the center of last year’s BCS
mess. The Trojans were left out of

the BCS title game despite being
No. 1 in the polls. The Sooners got
in despite a lopsided loss in the
Big 12 championship game.

In the end, USC finished on top
in The Associated Press Top 25
and LSU beat Oklahoma to win
the BCS crown.

“We were playing for the title
in our minds last year,” Carroll,
the Trojans’ coach, said. “But this
year there’s an added dimen-
sion.”

The BCS guys were deter-
mined to make sure a consensus
No. 1 would never again be left
out of the title game, so this year’s
formula emphasized the polls
over the computers.

One problem solved.

Next problem: There are three
unbeaten teams, all clearly wor-
thy of a spot in the title game. For
that, there is no BCS solution.

“I'd love to see a playoff,
though this does feel a little like a
playoff,” Carroll said. “But I'm
not hopeful for that.”

At least this season neither title
game participant is being labeled
undeserving, as the Sooners were

last season after being throttled
35-7 by Kansas State for the Big
12 championship.

With a chance to redeem them-
selves, the Sooners fell flat in the
Sugar Bowl. The battered White
looked little like a Heisman Tro-
phy winner in the 21-14 loss to
LSU.

The Sooners turned last year’s
failures into this season’s motiva-
tion.

White returned for a sixth sea-
son and threw for 2,961 yards and
33 touchdowns, making a run at
another Heisman.

Anew star also emerged in Nor-
man, Okla. Freshman Adrian
Peterson has run for 1,843 yards
and 15 touchdowns and finished
second in the Heisman voting,
just ahead of White.

“I'm not surprised to be (in the
title game) my freshman season
because I knew what I was com-
ing into; I knew what kind of team
I was coming to,” Peterson said.

USC also lived up to its hype.
The Trojans were an overwhelm-
ing preseason No. 1, despite los-
ing several All-Americans from
last year’s title team.

The Trojans showed some
flaws but never came undone.

“A lot of people had us No. 1 at
the start of the year, but didn’t
think we’d go undefeated,” USC
quarterback Matt Leinart said.
“It says a lot about the kind of
team we have.”

Leinart’s leadership and pre-
cise passing made him USC’s sec-
ond Heisman Trophy winner in
three seasons. The left-hander
who took over for 2002 Heisman
winner Carson Palmer has
thrown for 2,990 yards and 29
touchdowns.

Leinart was joined at the Heis-
man ceremony in New York by
teammate Reggie Bush. The ver-
satile and explosive tailback aver-
aged over 10 yards per touch with
15 TDs.

With Leinart on one side and
White on the other, the ninth
meeting between the Sooners and
Trojans is not only the most im-
portant but it's a college football
first. Never before have two play-
ers with Heismans faced off.

The Trojans are 5-2-1 against
Oklahoma. Three times the Tro-
Jjans were ranked No. 1 when they
played the Sooners, starting with
the first matchup in 1963.
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Utah QB Alex Smith prepares to throw against Pittsburgh defender Joe

Clermond (58)

the first quarter of the Fiesta Bowl. Smith threw for

328 yards and four touchdowns in the Utes’ 35-7 victory.

Utah sends Meyer off
with victory in Fiesta

BY DOUG ALDEN
The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Urban Meyer
paused a few times to collect him-
self.

Saying goodbye was hard
enough. Doing so after a 12-0 sea-
son was almost too much. The
fifth-ranked Utes sent Meyer to
his new job at Florida with one
last nearly perfect performance,
beating Pittsburgh 35-7 Saturday
night in the Fiesta Bowl.

“All the speaking, all the work,
all of the people — just trying to
get them interested in Utah foot-
ball. And we've done that,”
Meyer said. “There’s an interest
in Utah football.”

Like never before.

The first team from a non-BCS
conference to play in a Bowl
Championship Series game didn’t
disappoint against the Big East
champion Panthers (8-4), scoring
on half of its 10 possessions.

Utah will be one of at most
three unbeaten teams in Division
LA,

In just two seasons, Meyer took
the Utes from a group that under-
achieved under former coach
Ron McBride to the elite of col-
lege football.

“Going undefeated is hard to
do. There’s a lot of good football
teams out there,” Meyer said.

The Utes had to fight the sys-
tem and their low profile through-
out the season, falling out of the
top six spots they needed in the
Bowl Championship Series stand-
ings briefly but securing a berth
in one of the four big-money
games with an 11-0 regular sea-
s

on.

And the 12th victory was the
ideal ending. Pittsburgh had no
answers for Utah’s spread of-
fense, which overloaded the Pan-
thers with options, shovel passes
and deep routes. Alex Smith,
Utah's first Heisman Trophy final”
ist, picked apart Pitt by complet-
ing 29 of 37 passes for 328 yards
and four touchdowns.

He also ran the option with just

as much precision, gaining 68
yards on 15 carries to lead Utah
to 467 yards.

“This last season, every time at
the opening of the game some de-
fense has some brand new
scheme for us, and it became pret-
ty obvious pretty quick that Pitt
was going to pressure us and
crowd the line of scrimmage,”
said Smith, who might decide to
skip his senior season and head to
the NFL.

“So when they are going to do
that with this offense, you're
going to have some big plays.
Luckily, the guys around me
made it so easy on me.”

Smith certainly didn’t hurt his
draft status Saturday, completing
78 percent of his passes and not
turning the ball over.

Paris Warren caught a Fiesta
Bowl-record 15 passes for 198
yards and two touchdowns. His
second score came off a lateral
from Steve Savoy, who caught a
screen pass from Smith and
pitched it to Warren coming
around the left side.

The Panthers never saw it com-
ing — much like the rest of Utah’s
attack.

“They dropped a lot of people
back and tried keep everything in
front of them. We just took advan-
tage of what they gave us,” War-
ren said.

Pitt fell into the same situation
most of Utah’s opponents did this
season: falling behind early and
trying to rally. The Panthers
made it tougher on themselves by
offering little protection for quar-
terback Tyler Palko.

The Utes sacked Palko nine
times, another Fiesta record, and
held Pitt to just one touchdown —
a 3lyard pass from Palko to
Greg Lee that cut the lead to 28-7.

It was not such a great sendoff
for Pitt coach Walt Harris, who is
leaving to take over Stanford.

“They are a very good, very ex-
plosive team and it was a tough
game for us,” Harris said. “We
did not match up physically the
way we needed to in order to stay
in it offensively.”
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BY MARY FOSTER
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Oklahoma
State coach Les Miles is the top
choice to replace Nick Saban as
LSU’s football coach, a source
close to the negotiations said Sat-
urday.

Miles could be introduced as Sa-
ban’s replacement early next
week, the source said on the con-
dition of . The source

LSU wants Miles

Herb Vincent said “the field has
obviously been narrowed.”
Telephone messages left for
Miles and his agent, George Bass,
weren’t immediately returned.
LSU spokesman Michael Bon-
nette, speakmg at the Capital One
Bowl in Orlando, Fla., where the
Tigers lost to Towa 30 25 in Sa-
ban’s last game, would not com-
ment on Miles. Bonnette said ath-
letic director Skip Bertman was

added that no other interviews
had been set up.

Miles, who led Oklahoma State
to three straight bowl games,
emerged as the top candidate Sat-
urday after Louisville coach
Bobby Petrino withdrew from
consideration.

LSU associate athletic director

Oklahoma State spokesman
Steve Buzzard said he knew noth-
ing about the reports and had no
further comment.

The LSU job opened when
Saban took the head coaching job
with the Miami Dolphins.The
school hoped to complete the
search quickly to allow the new

coach to immediately get in-
volved with recruiting.

The process was delayed be-
cause the most prominent candi-
dates were in bowl games or in
the NFL.

Arkansas football coach Hous-
ton Nutt withdrew from consider-
ation on Thursday.

LSU had hoped to interview
Jacksonville Jaguars head coach
Jack Del Rio, but the parties in-
volved were apparently unable to
set up the interview.

Miles is 28-21 in four seasons
with the Cowboys, who had made
just one bowl appearance in the
12 seasons before he arrived. His
biggest wins came against the
Cowboys’ instate rival, Oklaho-
‘ma, in his first two seasons.

On  Wednesday, Oklahoma

Les

State lost 33-7 to Ohio State in the
Alamo Bowl.

Saban had the nation’s richest
college football contract, a
seven-year, $18.45 million deal
he signed after winning a share of
the national title in 2003. The
school is completing a stadium ex-
pansion and a new football opera-
tions center.

A&M rewards Franchione with raise, extension

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Texas A&M coach Dennis Fran-
chione will get a contract extension and a
raise after leading the Aggies to the Cotton
Bowl in his second season.

Athletic director Bill Byrne said Saturday
that Franchione’s contract, currently worth
$1.7 million annually through 2010, was being
restructured. He didn’t release the details.

“He’s done a great job with the talent we

have and I look forward to a great future at
Texas A&M,” Byrne said before the Aggies
(7-5) finished their season with a 38-7 loss to
Tennessee. “We want to make sure Dennis
Franchione continues to coach our football
team.”

The deal is expected to be completed this
month. Byrne would only say that Franchione
would remain among the best-paid coaches in
the country.

“It certainly provides continuity and pa-

tience for what we're trying to do, and under-
standing,” Franchione said. “This is where we
‘want to finish our coaching career, and where
(wife) Kim and I want to be.”

The Cotton Bowl was Texas A&M'’s first
New Year’s Day game in six years. The Ag-
gies were 4-8 last season.

Texas A&M started this season with a 41-21
loss at Utah, then won six straight games be-
fore losing three of its last four. The Aggies
still got their first Cotton Bowl berth since
1998, after Texas got into the BCS.

Meyer wins
coach of
year award

The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Utah’s Urban
Meyer received the Football Writ-
ers Association/Eddie Robinson
coach of the year award Saturday
after leading the Utes to a 12-0
season.

The honor was announced dur-
ing the Utes’ 35-7 victory over
Pittsburgh in the Fiesta Bowl, the
final piece in Utah’s first perfect
season since 1930.

The other finalists for the
award — first presented in 1957
to Ohio State’s Woody Hayes —
were Southern California’s Pete
Carroll, Tommy Tuberville of Au-
burn, Mike Price of Texas-El
Paso, Iowa’s Kirk Ferentz and
California coach Jeff Tedford.

Meyer was 22-2 at Utah and
guided the Utes to the first Bowl
Championship Series game for a
team from a conference without
an automatic BCS berth.

Saturday’s game was Meyer’s
last with the Utes. He was hired
by Florida to replace the fired
Ron Zook, but was allowed to
coach Utah one last time.

Meyer will be presented with
the award Sept. 3 in his Florida
debut when the Gators host Wyo-
ming.

Florida looking for bright future with new discipline

BY MIKE PHILLIPS
The Miami Herald

ATLANTA — The word on Urban
Meyer is that he’s a disciplinarian, a
tough, hard-nosed coach who pushes his
team.

He better be.

Meyer takes over the Florida Gators,
who proved again in their 27-10 loss to
Miami in Friday’s Peach Bowl just how

far they are from being
what they could and
should be.

The feeling at Flori-
da is that this team has
enough talent to make
a run at the national

title next season, but first the Gators must
learn how to prepare for a big game.

They had another classic collapse in the
Peach Bowl.

“We felt like we were prepared for this
game. We thought we were ready,” UF in-
terim coach Charlie Strong said. “But we
made too many mistakes, and we had too
many penalties. And we gave up big
plays.”

Ron Zook lost his job because he
couldn’t win close games; his team lost
three in the final minute this season. But
the Gators weren't even close against
Miami.

Sure, they dominated the Hurricanes
statistically. The Gators had more first
downs, more rushing yards, more passing
yards and more time of possession. UF’s of-
fense finished with 406 yards to UM’s 277.

But none of that meant anything be-
cause UF had one breakdown after anoth-
er. The Gators moved inside the UM
25-yard line five times Friday, only to
come away with three points. (UF’s only

Florida’s MacKenzie Pierre (85) consoles
teammate Jeremy Mincey, left, after Flori-
da's 27-10 loss to Miami in the Peach Bowl
on Friday in Atlanta.

TD came on a 45-yard pass).

One first-quarter play seemed to epito-
mize UF’s season, and illustrate why the
Gators (7-5) struggled to win big games.

It was scoreless and Florida had just
blocked a punt. The Gators had
fourth-and-one at UM’s 11-yard line. Un-
like the ever-conservative Zook, Strong de-
cided to go for the first down, and appar-
ently he made the right call. Chris Leak

&k With or without me, this
team can win the
national title. Coach
Zook has left coach
Meyer with the best
talent in the
nation.y¥

Channing Crowder
Florida All-America linebacker

completed a pass to fullback Bllly Latsko,
who plunged to the 1-yard ling

But instead of giving lhe Gators
first-and-goal, the play was wiped out by
an illegal-motion penalty. Receiver Dallas
Baker, in a moment of confusion, had
come on the field for the fourth-down play
and then run off, leaving UF with 10 play-
ers and drawing the flag.

Baker’s mistake negated what could
have have been a touchdown, and it was
the kind of gaffe that cost the Gators all
season.

It was Baker who made a costly mistake
in the final minutes of UF’s 30-28 loss at
Tennessee. Baker retaliated after a Ten-
nessee player hit him, drawing a contro-
versial personal-foul call that helped the
Volunteers get into position for the win-
ning field goal.

Had Baker not retaliated, UF likely
would have won. Zook defended Baker,
saying, “They always throw the flag on the
player who retaliates, and Dallas knows
better. He knows he shouldn’t have retali-

ated.”

Zook was right — it’s tough not to retali-
ate. It takes discipline, and that seemed to
be the missing ingredient all season for
the Gators, who were embarrassed before
the season by several arrests, then embar-
rassed again during the season when — ac-
cording to a police report — Zook, stand-
ing with his players outside a frat house,
cursed and threatened students.

The lack of discipline, silly mistakes and
the defense’s inability to stop SEC teams
late in the game defined a season that saw
Florida lose four games by a total of 19
points. The Gators went 1-4 against
ranked teams, beating only Florida State
in the regular-season finale.

“We can’t make mistakes like that,”
Strong said.

This is the team Meyer inherits, a group
many believe has the talent — if not the
discipline yet — to win the national title.

Florida’s talent is young, and even if
All-American linebacker Channing Crow-
der leaves for the NFL as expected, the de-
fense, which has been dominant, will re-
turn 10 starters. The offense loses four
starters — two offensive linemen; receiver
0.J. Small, who led the SEC in receptions;
and tailback Ciatrick Fason, who led the
SEC in rushing.

“This team can be great next year,”
Fason said. “All they have to do is get rid
of the mistakes and play hard. It seems we
always put it in somebody else’s hands.”

Crowder said UF could be in next sea-
son’s Rose Bow title game.

“With or without me, this team can win
the national title. Coach Zook has left
coach Meyer with the best talent in the na-
tion.”
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:00 just enough for No. 6 Texas

Walk-on’s walk-off field goal gives
Longhorns victory, vindication

BY JIM VERTUNO
The Associated Press

PASADENA, Calif. — The kick
wobbled. Everyone in the Rose
Bowl waited.

Almost in slow motion, the ball
floated over the crossbar. Then
pandemonium.

With one kick off his right foot,
Dusty Mangum had settled once
and for all the debate over wheth-
er Texas deserved to be in the
Rose Bowl.

Mangum’s 37-yard field goal as
time expired sent No. 6 Texas, be-
hind a stellar effort by quarter-
back Vince Young, to a wild 38-37
victory over No. 13 Michigan on
Saturday in the first matchup of
two of college football’s elite pro-
grams.

With  flashbulbs  popping
throughout the stadium, Mangum
drilled the kick after Michigan
had tried to ice him with its last
two timeouts.

“I was hoping they would quit
calling timeouts,” Mangum, a
walk-on senior, said. “It's some-
thing I've dreamed about. To
come down to a pressure kick —
why not?

“We came out here to Pasadena
with a mission,” he said.

It was the kind of ending Texas
coach Mack Brown wanted.

“There will never be a better
game in the Rose Bowl,” Brown
said. “You had two of the top four
winningest programs and it
should come down to two seconds

While his players ran around
the field celebrating, Brown gave
Mangum a hug for giving him the
biggest victory in his seven sea-
sons at Texas.

“I told him he was the luckiest
human being in the world,”
Brown said. “He just said, ‘Coach,

Tlove you and thank you for bring-
ing me to Texas.’

'All week, Brown and his Texas
players were barraged by ques-
tions_ about their worthiness to
play in a Bowl Championship Se-
ries game.

The Longhorns (11-1) earned
their trip West when they leap-
frogged fourth-ranked California
in the final BCS standings, helped
by Brown’s public pleas.

“Idon’t think we'll ever answer
all the critics in sports,” Brown
said. “It's amazing to me the last
three years when Texas was left

“Cal had a great team. They de-
served to be in a BCS, in my esti-
‘mation, but I don’t think anybody
who really knows football is ques-
tioning whether Texas should be
here,” he said.

Texas tailback Cedric Benson
certainly has something to say
‘whoever that might be now.

“I think we shut the critics up,”
he said. “Let’s see what they say
now.”

Young ran for 192 yards and
four touchdowns, passed for 180
yards and a score and drove the
Longhorns to the winning kick.

Michigan freshman quarter-
back Chad Henne tied a Rose
Bowl record with four touchdown
passes, three to All-American
wide receiver Braylon Edwards.

Garrett Rivas kicked three
field goals, the last a 42-yarder
that squeezed just inside the right
upright with 3:04 left to give Mich-
igan a 37-35 lead.

By bumping Cal, Texas also
crashed the Rose Bowl's
long-standing_tradition that the
“Granddaddy” of bowl games pits
a Pac-10 team against the Big Ten
champ.

Michigan (9-3) has the most vic-
tories in college football with 842

Texas lineman Derek Lokey cele-
brates the Longhorns’ last-sec-
ond, 38-37 victory over Michigan
in the Rose Bowl on Saturday.

and Texas is third with 787. And
while it took more than 100 years
for them to meet on the field,
their first was a doozy.

With Young's razzle-dazzle on
touchdown runs of 20, 60, 10 and
23 yards and Henne’s scoring
throws to Edwards, the game was
an offensive showcase that sim-
ply came down to who had the
ball last.

“ was just going out and doing
my thing,” Young said. “If I see a
hole, I run the ball.”

Michigan’s Steve Breaston set
a Rose Bowl record with 315
all-purpose yards, breaking the
mark of 276 set by 0.J. Simpson
in 1969.

The Wolverines nearly spoiled
it for Texas, but Young simply
wouldn't let them.

AP

Michigan’s Leon Hall (29) and Texas’ Limas Sweed collide while going
for a pass during the third quarter of Saturday’s Rose Bowl game.

Michigan was vulnerable
against mobile quarterbacks all
season and didn’t come close to
containing Young, who calls his
ability to avoid tacklers in the
open field the “Texas Two-Step.”

“He was tough to tackle, but we
should have gotten to him several
times,” Michigan coach Lloyd
Carr said. “I was disappointed
with the loss and with the tack-
ling.”

Young ran for a TD and passed
for one in the first half, and
Henne matched him with two
scoring strikes to Edwards that
made it 14-14 at halftime.

The fun had only just begun.

Young’s second TD was a long-
er version of his first. Dropping
back to pass, he took a quick read
of the field then took off. He
shook off a tackle 15 yards upfield
and then outraced All-America

safety Ernest Shazor to the end
zone to make it 21-14.

Breaston, who gave the Wolver-
ines good field position with his
kick returns all afternoon,
brought the ball out to the S0.
Three plays later, he hauled in a
pass from Henne and sprinted for
the end zone, diving for the pylon
to make it 21-all.

By early in the third quarter,
Texas had taken the lead three
times only to have Michigan tie it.
The Wolverines took their first
lead when Henne hit Edwards
from 9 yards out and stretched it
to 31-21 when Rivas kicked a
44-yard field goal.

After Rivas’ field goal made it
34-28, Young scrambled again for
the end zone, leaving the Wolver-
ines either punching the air in
frustration or bending over and
gasping for breath as Texas took
a35-34 lead.

Unbelievable game-winning catch mirrors lowa’s season

BY TODD DVORAK
The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla, — Warren
Holloway’s game-winning catch
that lifted Towa to a stunning vi
ry over LSU on Saturday was a ﬁt—
ting end to the Hawkeye’s impres-
sive season.

On the last play of the game,
Holloway grabbed Drew Tate’s
desperation heave and dashed
into the end zone as time expired,
lifting No. 11 Iowa to a 30-25 victo-
ry over the Tigers in the Capital
One Bowl.

The play will surely be etched
in Hawkeyes lore. It also cement-
ed lowa’s third straight season
with 10 or more victories,
back-to-back January bowl victo-
ries and spoiled Nick Saban’s
send-off as LSU coach.

Not bad for a senior who had
never caught a TD pass, and a
team with the nation’s worst rush-
ing game.

“This has been a pretty unusual
year in a lot of regards,” said

coach Kirk Ferentz, who guided
his team to a 10-2 record and a
share of the Big Ten title, the sec-
ond in three years.

“The resiliency these guys
have shown week in and week out
... is hard to put into words. For
this thing to end today the way it
did is probably pretty fitting.”

Holloway’s improbable catch
also closed the book on the Saban
eraat LSU.

Saban will take over this week
as coach of the Miami Dolphins, a
team suffering through its worst
season since the 1960s.

After arriving in Baton Rouge
in late 1999, Saban instantly
turned around a program that
compiled a 7-15 record the previ-
ous two seasons.

Under Saban, the Tigers won
48 games — the best five-year
run in school history — earned
two SEC titles and won the 2003
BCS championship with a 21-14
victory over Oklahoma in the
Sugar Bowl.

The Tigers (9-3) nearly gave
Saban a farewell to savor.

LSU rallied from a 12-point def-
icit in the fourth quarter, and took
the lead in the final minute when
backup quarterback arcus
Russell tossed a 3-yard TD pass,
his second of the quarter, to Sky-
ler Green, putting the Tigers up
25-24 with 46 seconds left.

Four plays later, Tate spoiled
the fun, throwing a S6-yard per-
fect strike to Holloway, who was
wide open down the middle
thanks to a coverage breakdown
in the LSU secondary.

“The disappointing thing here
is that the last 14 seconds ... of
this game tarnishes what a lot of
good football players and seniors
on this team have been able toac-
complish in their career,” said
Saban, who is expected to be re-
placed by Oklahoma State Les
Miles.

As they did all season, the
Hawkeyes found ways to beat
LSU despite a rushing game that
will be remembered as one of the
worst in school history.

Averaging a measly 75 rushing
yards per game, lowa turned to
Special teams, a stout run defense
and Tate, a first-year quarterback
with a knack for making big

plays.

A blocked punt by backup safe-
ty Miguel Merrick in the second
quarter — Towa’s second of the
game and fifth blocked kick of the
year — led to a second touch-
down.

Aside from Alley Broussard’s
74-yard TD run late in the second
quarter, Iowa’s defense shut
down the Tigers ground game,
which averaged 200 yards during
the season.

Tate was chosen as bowl MVP
after going 20-for-32 for 287
yards and two touchdowns, the
other a S7-yarder to Clinton So-
lomon in the first quarter.

“For the game to go the way it
‘went, with a lot of people contrib-
uting and different areas of our
football team making big plays ...

lowa's Warren Holloway (86)
breaks away from LSU’s Travis
Daniels on lhe way to the

it's just a team ef-
fort,” Ferentz said.

1g score in Saturday’s
Capnlal One Bowl.
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Wade is spectacular in Heat's
14th straight victory,
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Vikings back into posteason

Minnesota
into playoffs
despite loss

BY JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

LANDOVER, Md. — Once
again, the Minnesota Vikings col-
lapsed under the weight of
late-season pressure.

How, then, will they be able to
handle postseason  pressure?
They’ll get a chance to find out.
The Vikings qualified for the play-
offs Sunday despite a .500 record
and a second straight December
swoon. With a chance to secure a
berth on their own, they played
an uptight 21-18 loss to the Wash-
ington Redskins and clinched
their spot only because New Or-
leans beat Carolina.

“This team’s going to drive me
crazy,” said coach Mike Tice, in
the playoffs for the first time
since taking over from Dennis
Green during the 2001 season.

“You spend the whole week try-
ing to make sure they understand
that you don’t want to get yourself
too worked up or too uptight, and
you don’t want to go out and play
like you can’t make a mistake.
When you play like that, you go
out and make mistakes.”

And mistakes there were,
enough to make any coach cringe.
Jeff Dugan killed a first-half

KRT

Washington wide receiver Taylor Jacobs (84) dives past Minnesota defenders Willie Offord (24) and Brian Russell (27) during a 45-yard reception
in the fourth quarter of the Redskins 21-18 victory over the Vikings on Sunday at FedEx Field in Landover, Maryland.

drive with a false-start penalty on
third-and-goal at the 1-yard line.
Nate Burleson dropped a sure
touchdown pass deep over the
middle in the fourth quarter.
Randy Moss had a juggling long

touchdown pass in the second
half negated by a holding penalty
on right tackle Adam Goldberg.
The Vikings finished 8-8, losing
seven of their last 10 after a 5-1
start. Last year, they fell from 6-0

to 9-7 and were eliminated by a
touchdown pass on the last play
of the season in an 18-17 loss to
Arizona. Tice jokingly referred to-
himself as “Coach Collapse” last
week in an effort to lighten the

mood. Now he has to come up
with a new ploy for next week-
end’s playoff game at Green Bay.

“Most people say we backed

'SEE VIKINGS ON PAGE 34
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after perfect season
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Undefeated Auburn
on outside looking in
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Improbable last-play TD
fitting ending for lowa
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FG as time expires
vindicates Texas
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No. 17 N.C. State handed another lopsided loss s ||




